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Figure 6 A household waste disposal site in the UK

(Source: adrianasassoon.wordpress.com)
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Turn over

Figure 7 Earthquake strength and social costs
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Figure 8 Results of a survey investigating whether people are prepared to “act local” in  

  order to help tackle climate change 

Country Concern Commitment Optimism

Climate change 
and how we 
respond to it are 
among the biggest 
issues I worry 
about today.

I am personally 
making a 
significant effort 
to help reduce 
climate change 
through how I live 
my life today.

I believe we will 
stop climate 
change.

UK 26% 26% 9%

Germany 33% 32% 9%

USA 26% 24% 12%

Brazil 52% 34% 25%

India 54% 32% 42%

China 52% 56% 47%

Percentage of people scoring 6–7 on a 1–7 scale of agreement  
(1 being strongly disagree, 7 being strongly agree)

(Source: HSBC Climate Confidence Monitor 2008)
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Figure 9 The growth of megacity Shanghai between 1975 and 2008 

(Source: nationalgeographic.com)

Figure 10 Population changes in the UK 2004-2008

(Source: Office for National Statistics)

Total live
births, England
and Wales

Births to
mothers born
overseas

Total UK
Population

% of births to
mothers born 
overseas

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

59.8m 60.2m 60.6m 60.9m 61.4m

639,721 645,835 669,601 690,013 708,711

19.5 20.8 21.9 23.2 24.1

124,563 134,189 146,956 160,340 170,834
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 Since 1975 the number 
of residents has 
doubled to 20 million

 This includes 6 million 
temporary migrants 
attracted by work 
opportunities

 TNC branch plants 
locate in special zones 
where operating costs 
are low

 In 2008, TNCs had 
set up a total of 676 
regional or economic 
headquarters in 
Shanghai
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