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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to the first edition of half term two of Major News. | do hope you and your families enjoyed a refreshing
break.

It has been a busy week for our Year 11 learners who have sat their GCSE Numeracy examinations this week. All
pupils conducted themselves admirably and | am extremely proud of their hard work and resilience.

Please be advised that the date of our next parent forum has moved from Monday 24" November to Monday 1°
December at 5pm. The focus of the next meeting will be our engagement policy and wellbeing procedures. If you
intend participating, please email parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk to confirm your attendance.

Finally, can | remind Year 11 parents that the Year 11 open evening takes place on Thursday 4™ December between
5.30pm and 7.30pm. This is an extremely important event which provides parents and learners with valuable
information about the huge variety of opportunities we offer for our sixth form learners, and we encourage all Year
11 parents/carers and learners to attend. A letter providing further detail will follow in due course.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp
mailto:parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

Christmas Reward Trip

We are delighted to be able to offer a Christmas trip for learners who have achieved over 90% attendance and have
received no reminder points on Tuesday December 9th. More information regarding the trip will be sent out shortly.

We have made the decision that effective from Monday November 10th, all learners will have a 'clean slate'. What
this means is that attendance and reminder points will be taken into consideration from Monday November 10th.
This does not mean we will be deleting previous reminder points from our system, but we will
only consider data from Monday November 10th for the purpose of the trip.

This is to offer learners the opportunity to make potential improvements in attendance and
behaviour before the trip takes place. On Thursday December 4th, names of all learners with
at least 90% attendance and no consequence points will be placed into a draw and 8 learners
per year group will be selected to attend the trip.

We hope this will incentivise learners to readily attend school and engage in learning in the
weeks leading up to Christmas.




What children need to know about

ONLINE
BULLYING

@ What is online bullying?

ONLINE BULLYING — ALSO KNOWN AS
CYBERBULLYING - IS BULLYING THAT
TAHES PLACE ON THE INTERNET
OR VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND
MOBILE PHONES. IT CAN INCLUDE:

SENDING SOMEONE MEAN OR
* THREATENING EMAILS, DIRECT
MESSAGES OR TEXT MESSAGES

HACHING INTO SOMEONE'S
* ONLINE ACCOUNT

BEING RUDE OR MEAN TO
* SOMEONE WHEN PLAYING
ONLINE GAMES

POSTING PRIVATE OR
* EMBARRASSING PHOTOS ONLINE
OR SENDING THEM TO OTHERS

CREATING FAHE SOCIAL MEDIA

* ACCOUNTS THAT MOCH SOMEONE
OR TRICH THEM
EXCLUDING SOMEONE FROM AN

* ONLINE CONVERSATION OR
BLOCRKING THEM FOR NO REASON

BE KIND ONLINE

BEFORE PRESSING ‘SEND’ ON
COMMENTS, ASH YOURSELF THESE 3
QUESTIONS...

1 WHY AM | POSTING THIS?
2. WOULD | SAY THIS IN REAL LIFE?

3, HOW WOULD | FEEL IF y
SOMEBODY SAID THIS TO ME?

, m—NqUonG|
h w&wﬁ* Online
*/ Safety
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Safequarding

Why does it happen?

GOING ONLINE MAHES IT EASIER FOR PEOPLE TO SAY AND DO
THINGS THEY PROBABLY WOULDN'T DO FACE TO FACE. ONLINE
BULLIES DON'T GET TO SEE THEIR VICTIMS’ REACTIONS IN
REAL LIFE, SO THIS CAN COCOON THEM FROM THE REAL
DAMAGE THAT THEY ARE DOING. QUITE OFTEN, PEOPLE BULLY
BECAUSE THEY ARE GOING THROUGH SOMETHING DIFFICULT
THEMSELVES AND TAHING IT OUT ON OTHERS IS THE ONLY WAY
THEY HNOW HOW TO GET CONTROL OF THEIR OWN EMOTIONS.

90
How does it feel to be bullied?

BEING BULLIED CAN IMPACT ON YOUR SELF-ESTEEM,
CONFIDENCE AND SOCIAL SHILLS. BECAUSE IT HAPPENS
ON YOUR PHONE, TABLET OR COMPUTER, IT CAN FEEL

LIHE YOU ARE UNDER THREAT EVEN WHEN YOU'RE IN A

SAFE ENVIRONMENT, SUCH AS YOUR BEDROOM. DON'T

FORGET...IT IS NOT YOUR FAULT IF YOU'RE BEING BULLIED.

Am [ an online bully?

SOMETIMES IT ISN'T OBVIOUS THAT WHAT YOU ARE DOING IS
WRONG, BUT IF YOU USE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY TO UPSET,
ANGER OR EMBARRASS SOMEONE ON PURPOSE, THIS MEANS
YOU'RE INVOLVED IN ONLINE BULLYING. IT MIGHT BE AS SIMPLE
AS ‘LIHING’ A MEAN POST, LAUGHING AT AN ONLINE VIDED, OR
SPREADING A RUMOUR, BUT THE PERSON BEING BULLIED COULD
FEEL LIKE THEY ARE BEING GANGED UP ON. THINH ABOUT HOW
IT WOULD MAKE YOU FEEL IF IT HAPPENED TO YOU. EVERYONE
CAN MAKHE MISTRKES, BUT IT'S IMPORTANT TO LEARN FROM
THEM - GO BACH AND DELETE ANY UPSETTING OR NASTY POSTS,
TWEETS OR COMMENTS YOU'VE WRITTEN.

Who do | tell?

YOU DON'T HAVE T0 DEAL WITH THE BULLYING ON
YOUR OWN. TALH TO AN ADULT THAT YOU TRUST — A
PARENT, GUARDIAN, OR TEACHER. MOST WEBSITES,
SOCIAL MEDIA WEBSITES AND ONLINE GAMES OR
MOBILE APPS LET YOU REPORT AND BLOCH PEOPLE
WHO ARE BOTHERING YOU. YOU COULD ALSO CONTACT
CHILDLINE (WWW.CHILDLINE.ORG.UH), WHERE A
TRAINED COUNSELLOR WILL LISTEN TO ANYTHING
THAT'S WORRYING YOU — YOU DON'T EVEN HAVE TO
GIVE YOUR NAME.

How do | prove it?

WHEN CYBERBULLYING HAPPENS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO DOCUMENT AND
REPORT THE BEHAVIOUR, SO IT CAN BE ADDRESSED — RECORD THE
DATES AND TIMES WHEN CYBERBULLYING HAS OCCURRED, AND SAVE
AND PRINT SCREENSHOTS, EMAILS, AND TEXT MESSAGES.

[ron L3N

How can | stay safe? m -

MAHE SURE YOUR PRIVACY SETTINGS ARE SET

S0 THAT ONLY PEOPLE YOU HKNOW AND TRUST CAN

SEE WHAT YOU POST. NEVER GIVE OUT PERSONAL
INFORMATION ONLINE. SUCH AS IN PUBLIC PROFILES.
CHAT ROOMS OR BLOGS, AND AVOID FURTHER
COMMUNICATION WITH THOSE SENDING THE MESSAGES.
HEEP AWARE OF FAHE PROFILES AND INTERNET USERS
PRETENDING TO BE SOMEONE THAT THEY ARE NOT.




Understanding Call Backs and Catch-Up Sessions

Dear Parents and Carers,

We wanted to provide you with some information about two important intervention strategies we use at school to
support your child's academic progress: Call Backs and Catch-Up Sessions.

What are Call Backs?

A Call Back is a quick, informal conversation between a teacher and your child. This typically happens before or after
a lesson, during break, or at lunchtime. It's an opportunity for the teacher to discuss any concerns, remind your child
of expectations, or offer encouragement. Call Backs are a positive, early intervention to help keep students on track
and do not result in any negative points.

What are Catch Up Sessions?

Catch-Up Sessions are scheduled times when your child can complete any missed work in a supportive environment.
These sessions may be held during break, lunchtime, or after school, and give students the opportunity to catch up
on classwork or coursework with teacher support available. Catch-Up Sessions do not carry any negative points, they
are simply an opportunity to get back on track with learning.

How will you know if your child has a Catch-Up Session?

If your child has been scheduled for a Catch-Up Session, this will appear on their timetable in Arbor. We encourage
you to regularly check your child's Arbor timetable so you're aware of any scheduled sessions. This will help you
support your child in attending and making the most of these opportunities.

Both Call Backs and Catch-Up Sessions are part of our commitment to ensuring every student stays engaged with
their learning and achieves their full potential.

If you have any questions about these interventions or your child's progress, please don't hesitate to contact your
child's class teacher or Leader of Learning. Contact details can be found on our website:
https://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/Contact/

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs L Jones
Deputy Headteacher/ Dirprwy Bennaeth


https://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/Contact/

A week in sport

Another great indoor football club for years 9 & 10. V%' What a group. #teamllantwit

Rugby club is back this week. ' It was lovely to see both new and returning faces to the club the first week back
after half term. =" More fixtures will be coming up over the next few weeks so keep your eyes peeled. #teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVIqYTXniBlAF1nFR8qR4K-hstBTUvcaHtIA_OEExLaLnOvCk640NrQA19P86hDKh7QUPPAIlZhLWIvv8kOlMzkPCDEZaljUj4O4GzXtL1fnC1pgvIBrXengmedOysrTI0q7tUSy9b0HRkDSjOtqve78ZeIeWYEXNqkwkjR9oEszEkXapnOF6aYfKKqiTaPNWs&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW8VBwq3pQq0IhhAMFtSaBwAu_gPFHoFfkV2JCj9xRp-PaiZ4xQjhcW9jSdWipuDsPgRCaPplbaNelGX-yDhFHxT2nv-jF47Ch1vfDktY4Mq4x1CvBbGs2Ox2EdsjtB8w3LQ6LhQam4Mo4J0b1ebOJg&__tn__=*NK*F

Student Council & Diversity Council

We are proud to announce our newly elected Student Council and Diversity Council for this academic year! These
dedicated students have been chosen by their peers to represent the voices, ideas, and values of our school
community. Ambition, Respect and Kindness. We are excited to see how they will work collaboratively with teachers,
learners, and councillors to enhance student life, create new opportunities, and strengthen our educational
experience.

Both councils will play a vital role in

promoting inclusion, leadership, and
positive change, ensuring that every
student feels heard, supported, and
empowered.

(P L L o
Student Council 25-26
= Llantwit Major School

Flo Wright & Florence Evans

Beyond our school walls, we look
forward to their contributions in

supporting the wider community
through outreach, advocacy, and
service initiatives.

Bethany Howse, Louise Ritchie & Amber Green

Logan Howells, Louis Morris, Emmie Thompson & Eli Trotman

Callie George & Daniel Quinn

Sydney Monaghan & Aiden Jenkins

We congratulate all members on their ( Co ngratu ations

well-deserved election and look i Llongyfarchiadau
forward to an inspiring year of

teamwork, innovation, and growth.

Diversity Council 25-26
Llantwit Major School

Year 7 Eila Williams, Evie Marsh, Mckayla Thomas-Heavens, Ellie Huggins, Ayla Cook
Year 8 Oliver Waite, Olivia Price,Bethany Hindley

Year 9 Sofia Tee, Mannat-Kaur Mangat, Lily Carpenter, Emmie Thompson, Ella may
Year 11 Joel Vakacegu, Pandora Duffin

This council was selected by a teaching panel. If there are students who were

unsuccessful for student council but would like to be involved in this project instead
please speak to Mrs Williams.




Seren STEM Workshop Inspires Future Engineers at Cardiff University

This week our Seren Year 9 learners took part in the STEM workshop at Cardiff University — a dynamic event
designed to ignite curiosity and ambition in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Pupils rotated through a series of hands-on workshops led by
industry professionals from Balfour Beatty, Network Rail, WSP, and
Cambria. Each session offered a unique glimpse into real-world
engineering challenges and career pathways, giving learners the
chance to explore everything from infrastructure design to
environmental sustainability.

The schedule was carefully curated to ensure that students
experienced a wide range of STEM disciplines. Whether they were
building structures, solving transport puzzles, or learning about
cutting-edge technology, every activity was designed to be
interactive, engaging, and inspiring.

Events like this are a powerful way to connect classroom learning with future opportunities. We’'re proud of our
pupils for their enthusiasm and professionalism and we’re excited to see how this experience shapes their
aspirations in the years ahead.

Thank you to Cardiff University and all the participating organisations for making this such a memorable and
meaningful day.




Sixth Form Criminology Trip — Pupil report.

Visiting the Heritage Centre at Bridgend Police gave us a tangible insight into criminology by connecting historical,
practical, and societal perspectives on crime and policing.

n
We explored how policing in South Wales has evolved over time, =
seeing firsthand how law enforcement strategies, equipment,
and investigative techniques have changed. Artefacts such as
historical uniforms, vehicles, fingerprint kits, and crime-scene
tools illustrated the practical side of criminal investigation,
linking directly to areas like forensic science, evidence collection,
and criminal profiling.

We also learned about historical crime trends in the region and how social factors,
such as industrialization, urbanization, and economic conditions, influenced
patterns of criminal behaviour. The interactive elements, including mock crime-
scenes and detective tasks and escape room challenges, allowed us to engage
actively with investigative processes and understand the
challenges of gathering evidence. Comparing past policing
practices with modern standards prompted reflection on ethical
issues, such as surveillance, use of force, and procedural justice.

= Overall, the visit provided us with a comprehensive, hands-on
perspective on how criminological theory connects with real-
world policing, historical developments, and societal influences on crime.

NO SCP on Monday 10" November

Unfortunately, the school crossing patrol officer will not be able to carry out their duties on the morning of 10t
November 2025.

Please could parents / careers advise their children and ask them to be extra careful when crossing Ham Lane East to
access the school on Monday morning next week and remind them that there is a signal crossing further up the road
to aid in them crossing safely.
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Real Skillz

As reported in previous newsletters, 9 of our pupils have been undertaking an external work experience provision
with the Real Skillz Project at Gileston Manor. They have been completing all types of different building work, and at
the end of the academic year, will hopefully achieve qualifications which will help them progress into college or into
the building industry.

8 pupils have successfully completed their ‘QNUK Manual Handling in the workplace’, level 2 qualification with the
last pupil well on his way to completing his as well.

Jaiden Williams and Alfie Deeming have jointly been awarded Builder of the Month.

Congratulations, keep up the good work!



Cardiff & The Vale
Parent Carer Wellbeing

Support Service
Online Workshops - Autumn 2025

During the Autumn term, Family Lives Cardiff & The Vale service will be running a series of
free workshops aimed at helping parents support their children's emotional wellbeing

and mental health.

Empowering Parents

Wednesday 15th October, 10:30am -
11:30am

A workshop for parents and carers to
help find ways to feel empowered in
their self and parenting abilities.

Nevrodivergence and
Mental Health

Wednesday 12th November, 12:30pm
-1:30pm
A workshop for parents and carers

who want to gain insight into
understanding neurodivergence and
mental health

Simply scan the QR code to register your interest, and a
MS Teams link will be sent to you a few days before your

chosen workshop.

If you have any questions, or need an alternate
route to register, please contact Charlotte Wilton
on CharlotteW@familylives.org.uk.

We build better family lives together

www.familylives.org.uk

Digital Safety

Monday 3™ November, 12pm - Ipm

A workshop for parents and carers
that want to gain insight into ways on
how to keep children safe online.

Reducing Conflict

Monday 24th November,
11:00am - 12:00pm

A workshop for parents and carers
struggling with conflict within their
family life, to understand causes and
seek support towards resolution.

Family Lives is registered as a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 3817762. Registered charity No.1077722.
Registered address: The Annex York House, Salisbury Square, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5AD



family
lives

Do you need support with .
your child’s emotional
and mental health?

We offer support and a
listening ear to help you
navigate your families
wellbeing and mental health.

[ e provide:

» Free confidential one to one
support from a trained parent
volunteer over 6 to 8 weeks

e Advice, guidance and

signposting as well as access
to online services and group
support

For more information about this service, please email
CharlotteW@familylives.org.uk or call on 07739 788115

We build better family lives together CYPF PPIT

www.familylives.org.uk f’Q\ Gl | Seics iriviad msw
<o cdi i el
0“‘; NHS S?ugef:snat‘;dH\g:fh Board lechyd Meddwi

f @familylives

Family Lives is registered as a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 3817762, Registered charity No.1077722.
Registered address: The Annex York House, Salisbury Square, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, ALD SAD



School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 10" November 2025 /

Dydd Llun Tachwedd 10 2025

Week 9
Wythnos 9

Monday 10th November /
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 10

Tuesday 11th November /
Dydd Mawrth Tachwedd 11

Wednesday 12th November /
Dydd Mercher Tachwedd 12

SEREN Trip Yr10 - Jesus College Oxford

Thursday 13th November /
Dydd lau Tachwedd 13

Yr9 ‘Bullies Out’ Workshop

Friday 14th November /
Dydd Gwener Tachwedd 14

Week Beginning — Monday 17" November 2025 /

Dydd Lun Tachwedd 17 2025

Week 10
Wythnos 10

Monday 17th November /
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 17

Tuesday 18th November /
Dydd Mawrth Tachwedd 18

Wednesday 19th November /
Dydd Mercher Tachwedd 19

Thursday 20th November /
Dydd lau Tachwedd 20

Year 8 Parent Evening

Friday 21st November /
Dydd Gwener Tachwedd 21




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx



https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs
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