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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

A huge thank you for your patience once as we continue to roll out the use of the Arbor app. 83% of parents are now
using the app successfully, which is fantastic. In addition to being able to view your child’s attendance, report an
absence and view their timetable, the behaviour functionality has now also been enabled. This means that you can
view reward points, reminder points and reflections (which are labelled as “detentions”) in the app.

For your information, our approach to running detentions has been amended. We have listened to parental
feedback regarding the difficulties associated with sanctions that take place after school and after school reflections
have therefore been replaced by 40-minute lunch time reflections. You will be able to view any reflections your child
has been placed in through the Arbor app.

The recent survey completed by parents/carers on assessment, recording and reporting was incredibly useful in
terms of identifying things parents/carers currently feel are working well and things they think need to improve
moving forward.

Our next parent forum will take place in school on Monday 20" October 2025 at 5pm and the focus will be our
assessment, recording and reporting processes. There will be an opportunity for dialogue with the senior members
of staff responsible for this key area and we would be delighted if as many parents as possible could attend. If you
intend to come, could | please ask that you email parentforum@Illantwitschool.org.uk to confirm your attendance
so that we know how many parents to expect.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs C L Robins

Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp

Safequarding

ONLINE CONTENT

10 tips to keep your children safe online

The internet has transformed the ability to access content. Many apps that children use are dependent on user-generated content which
can encourage freedom of expression, imagination and creativity. However, due to the sheervolume uploaded every day, it can be difficult
for platforms to regulate and moderate everything, which means that disturbing or distressing images, videos oraudio clips can slip
through the net. That's why we've areated this guide to provide parents and carers with some useful tips on keeping children safe online.
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Understand what’s being shared or.

Whilst most apps have moderation tools, what seems to be ‘trending‘at the CHECK AGE-RATINGS
inappropriate content can still slip through moment.
the net. Make sure they are old enough to use
the app.and meetthe recommended
age-limit.

SPEND TIME ON THE APP

Get used to how apps wor : L= g ; _ .
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content filters and parental what your child likes tow
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CHANGE PRIVACY SETTINGS

" LEARN HOW TO REPORT & BLOCK
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know how toluse the rep

ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING tools on social media apps.

Talk about what people might post
online and why some posts could
cause distress.

National . : e’
Online SEEK FURTHER SUPPORT

®
S Gfety If a child has been affected by something

they've seen online, seek support from your
HWakeU pWednesdag school’s safeguarding/lead:

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter-@natonlinesafety Facebook-/NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.09.2020




A week in sport

We've only gone and done it. Not only did we have 47 pupils attending extracurricular football, but we also finally

had our first Arsenal jersey in 2 years. ™ & % % % %
Not only did we have 1 Arsenal jersey, year 9 pupil Eli Trotman made an Arsenal jersey especially for extracurricular

football (albeit mocking Arsenal for always coming 2nd). I'll take it! v Great day of football in some great weather.

t#tteamllantwit




A great lunchtime football club for year 7 and 8 this week in the leisure centre. %' Thank you to year 13 Health &
Wellbeing leader Harry Newsham for running the club. " #teamllantwit

Winning is most definitely a habit for year 10
pupil Nancy Thomas who has won another
Gold! Nancy won gold in her category L2/Cat2
at the Trampoline, Tumble and DMT UK
League final in Derby Velodrome Arena on the
weekend. Another huge well done Nancy
#teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU35C6GlTUvIaX8v5P2m3oKu-aBOLbybq7wsPCiAwXxMXcjTSV0kkFXkZL7c6kdpjxI2Lk56ND7SC-sZmwTlk6MLQNi2SWQTh9LrYm9q1NbcXC6tAEr8YYCMDBIeuIFhtzspkSWIxWR092tT4tYsnB4VFJPtekfZyVG75XSLuT0krVe1dQ809Qhu4bCDHf610g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWK-os5in8XqltvofHNG8YKeSfASrKmT57euzpTsU9HBD1YFQRGiCC_4TMA588hCTjgWT5uB-fNSD_unEf2dNjEez92dl4zjcXNaNhvMuaFq0NGD6nRDKccf-bW0pvNngzYaav-A6PuOUvwNnSESoNuaHFv8VrYPhfNQHpl9zIV9DzjuyVZODuSkK8F_PNq0H0&__tn__=*NK-R

T YEAR 9
SILVER SPORTS
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AMBASSADOR
OPPORTUNITY

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING D
e %2 A SILVER SPORTS AMBASSADOR?
. a AS A SILVER SPORTS AMBASSADOR YOU CAN:

*BUILD YOUR SKILLS
*GAIN CONFIDENCE
*INSPIRE YOUNGER YEARS
*ATTEND OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE VALE SPORTS TEAM

AND LOTS MORE... DEVELSP

A TMSPIRE ~ PP
~ OTHERSS LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL CURRENTLY HAVE W@@R

| 5 SILVER SPORTS AMBASSADORS SKILULS

THEY HAVE ATTENDED DODGEBALL LEADERS,
TABLE TENNIS LEADERS, DELIVERED LUNCHTIME CLUBS,
SPOKEN IN ASSEMBLY AND GOT INVOLVED
WITH PRIMARY SCHOOL SPORTS DAYS!

IF YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED YOU CAN COLLECT AN APPLICATION
FORM FROM PE OR PARENTS/GUARDIANS CAN EMAIL:

. LMITCHELL@VALEOFGLAMORGAN.GOV.UK

CLOSING DATE: 19™ OCTOBER




Talented Spotlight: Congratulations, Caelan Williams

We're thrilled to celebrate Caelan Williams (Year 7) in our Talented section this week!

Caelan has recently achieved his Grade 2 Piano qualification,
showcasing dedication, musicality, and hours of hard work. His
progress is a testament to his passion for music and we can’t
wait to see where his talent takes him next. Well done,
Caelan—keep hitting those high notes.

Let us know about your hidden (or not so hidden) talents via
Google Classroom with code: bbmhéfss




STEM: Ambition in Action

STEM Adventures continue at Renishaw:
Innovation, Engineering, and Unlimited Hot Chocolate

By Fraser Mawson, Year 11

This summer, | had the incredible opportunity to take part in Renishaw’s Work Experience programme, and it was
honestly one of the most exciting, hands-on experiences I've ever had.

From the moment we arrived, we were treated like real engineers. We toured the site, learned about its history, and
got up close with the machines used in manufacturing. It was fascinating to see how everything worked and what
each machine was used for. The factory was buzzing with activity, but somehow everyone stayed calm, focused and
genuinely happy to be there. That energy was contagious!

In the afternoons we worked on a group project. We had Sketches/

four past products to choose from and decided to CA &
. . . C— TTeT——— T

redesign a pair of headphones—making them more ’ =

innovative and exploring the ergonomics behind them. q \

We had access to a design room filled with 3D printers,
and a workshop packed with tools and machines. It felt
like a mini lab built just for us. Finally, our product was
finished and we got to present it to a panel of engineers.
They loved our design and gave us amazing feedback,
which was such a proud moment.

Each morning, | worked in my chosen placement area. | picked roles that were really hands-on because | wanted to
help assemble and construct parts that would eventually go into real machines used by consumers. | got to work
with 3D printers and even log parts on the factory line. It was surreal knowing that something | helped build might
one day be part of a working product.

We had our own kitchen stocked with unlimited tea and hot chocolate from a machine. It might sound small, but it
made the whole experience feel even more welcoming and professional. Renishaw staff were incredibly friendly and
genuinely excited to work with us. We even had our own section of the building dedicated to STEM.

We got to take home some cool souvenirs like a leather folder and a pencil case full of essentials, but the real
takeaway was the confidence and inspiration | gained. I'd 100% recommend this experience to anyone passionate

about STEM. It challenges you in the best way, pushing you to design, build, and present a product from scratch.

“It was rewarding, exciting, and full of learning. I'd do it all over again in a heartbeat.”

apply innovation™

You can find out more about Work Experience opportunities at Renishaw here

From Curiosity to Career in STEM: Your Future has a Formula.




School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 13 October 2025 / Week 7
Dydd Llun Hydref 13 2025 Wythnos 7
Monday 13th October /

Dydd Llun Hydref 13

Tuesday 14th September /
Dydd Mawrth Hydref 14

Y12 & 13 Social Science Trip
Y12 Seren Trip

Wednesday 15th October /
Dydd Mercher Hydref 15

Diwrnod Shwmae / Shwmae Day

Thursday 16th October /
Dydd lau Hydref 16

Friday 17th October /
Dydd Gwener Hydref 17

Week Beginning — Monday 20th October 2025 /

Dydd Lun Hydref 20 2025

Week 8
Wythnos 8

Monday 20th October /
Dydd Llun Hydref 20

Tuesday 21th September /
Dydd Mawrth Hydref 21

Wednesday 22th October /
Dydd Mercher Hydref 22

Thursday 23rd October /
Dydd lau Hydref 23

Friday 24th October /
Dydd Gwener Hydref 24




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx



https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our_council/press_and_communications/latest_news/2022/March/New-Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our_council/press_and_communications/latest_news/2022/March/New-Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx
https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank
https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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