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MAJOR NEWS / NEWYDDION MAWR 

  

SPRING TERM TYMOR Y GWANWYN 

Start Dechrau: Monday 5 January 2026 Dydd Llun 5 Ionawr 2026 
Half Term  
Hanner Tymor: 
End Diwedd:  

Monday 16 February 2026 – Friday 20 February 2026 
Dydd Llun 16 Chwefror 2026 – Dydd Gwener 20 Chwefror 2026 
Friday 27 March 2026 Dydd Gwener 27 Mawrth 2026 
 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.  

May I please draw your attention to the subsequent item in the newsletter regarding some changes to our 

engagement policy from Monday around lateness and toilet use. A few parents have emailed in suggesting that it 

would be a good idea to increase staff duties in the areas outside the toilets to ensure learners move on quickly 

once they have used the facilities, allowing others to do so in a timely manner. A few parents have also expressed 

concern that some toilets shutters are down during transition times. Can I please reassure you that all toilets are 

open during all transition times and at breaktime and lunchtime.  In addition, we can confirm that staff duties and 

patrols have been enhanced at each lesson transition to ensure learners move on quickly, thereby making it 

quicker and easier to access the toilet facilities and get to class on time.  

 

Year 10 parents, could I also please draw your attention to the recent communication from Mr Wagner, confirming 

that Year 10 Parents’ Evening will now take place on the 23rd April.  

 

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and I wish you an enjoyable weekend. 

 

 

Mrs C L Robins 

Headteacher/Pennaeth 

Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr 

 

 

 

 

Week Beginning – Monday 09 March 2026 Dydd Llun 09 Mawrth 2026 Week 24 Wythnos 24 
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Engagement Policy Adjustments 

Toilets: 

There has been a significant increase in learners asking to go to the toilet in lessons of late. This is having a negative 

impact on teaching and learning as learners leaving the room throughout the lesson is disruptive. . Therefore, from 

Monday 16th March learners are not permitted to leave the classroom to use the toilet unless they have been 

issued a toilet pass for a specific medical reason. Learners have seven opportunities throughout the day to use the 

bathroom (including before registration, between lesson 1 and 2, break time, between lesson 3 and 4, lunchtime 

and after school). Those eligible for toilet passes (due to proven medical reasons) have been issued a new pass 

today or will be issued a new pass during registration on Monday. If your child has a toilet pass, it would be much 

appreciated if you could discuss with them the importance of making sure they are carrying it all times.  If a learner 

does not have a medical pass and walks out of the lesson, this will be considered an act of deliberate defiance and 

will result in 3 Reminder points and a reflection. 

Lateness: 

In the summer term of 2025, we trialled an intervention where if learners were more than 10 minutes late to 

lessons they were removed to a reengagement space. Evaluation of this intervention noted that this saw an 

increase in learners ‘opting out’ of class and therefore we have revised our approach to lateness. From 

Monday,  learners will be admitted at whatever point they arrive, but if a learner is late to a lesson, the class 

teacher will record the minutes late on Arbor and issue a reminder point. Accumulated minutes will result in a 

reflection. If a learner chooses not to attend the reflection, they will be issued an after- school reflection. These 

after school reflections will take place on Wednesdays.   

Lists of learners with reflections will be shared by form teachers during form time and displayed by the reception 

area of the student entrance. The reflection will also be on Arbor for parents and carers to see.  We want to 

encourage learners to take responsibility and so we would be grateful if you could speak with your child about the 

importance of punctuality and the consequences of poor punctuality. 

Rewards Trips: 

We are conscious that we want to encourage learners to make good choices and to reward them when they do so. 

In recognition of this, and in response to staff and learner voice, the decision has therefore been made that we will 

expand our rewards trips so they are open to ALL learners going forward, if they meet the criteria, which will be 

based on attendance and reminder points. 

These messages have been shared with all learners twice in school today. However, it would be very much 

appreciated if you could discuss them with your child this weekend so that they are reinforced in advance of 

Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Drama Exam 

This week, students completed their Drama Exam and I was extremely impressed by the excellent effort shown by 

everyone. The standard of performance and design was very high, with students demonstrating confidence, 

creativity, and strong teamwork throughout. It was clear how much preparation and dedication had gone into their 

work. I am a very proud teacher and would like to say a huge well done to all students for their commitment and 

fantastic performances. Mrs Toms 

 

Year 7 Visit to the Senedd 

This week, Year 7 pupils had the 

exciting opportunity to visit the 

Senedd in Cardiff Bay as part of 

their humanities curriculum 

enrichment programme. During 

the visit, learners were given an 

overview of what the Senedd is 

and the important role it plays in 

Welsh democracy. Pupils 

discovered that the Senedd 

recently celebrated its 20th 

anniversary on the 1st of Mar and 

learned about the different roles 

people hold within the Senedd, as 

well as the laws and 

responsibilities that sit with the 

Welsh parliament. 



 
 

 

The group also enjoyed a guided tour of the 

building, where they learned many interesting facts 

about its design and sustainability features. One 

particularly memorable fact was that the Senedd’s 

innovative roof collects rainwater, meaning the 

building’s water bill is only around £40 per month. 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the visit, pupils took part in an interactive 

workshop where they explored a range of example 

political manifestos, discussing which ideas they agreed 

with most. The session concluded with pupils 

participating in a mock election, giving them a hands-on 

insight into how democracy works in Wales. 

 

 

 

 

The visit was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to bring their Humanities learning to life and to develop their 

understanding of citizenship, democracy and the work of the Senedd. 

 

Year 7 Visit to Cardiff Reform Synagogue 

As part of their studies in Religion, Values and Ethics, Year 7 pupils recently visited Cardiff Reform Synagogue to 

deepen their understanding of Judaism and places of worship. The group received a very warm welcome from their 

host and pupils were invited to wear kippahs as a mark of respect while inside the synagogue. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
During the visit, pupil learned about Jewish history and 

the key features of a synagogue. A highlight of the visit 

was seeing the Aon Kodesh (Holy Ark) being opened, 

revealing several precious Torah scrolls kept safely 

inside. Pupils were given the opportunity to look 

closely at a Torah scroll and learned the traditional 

Hebrew is written without vowels, which makes 

reading it particularly challenging. This helped them 

understand why young Jewish people preparing for 

their Bar or Bat Mitzvah often spend a year learning to 

read and master the specific section of Torah they will 

read aloud. 

 

 

The pupils also listened carefully as their host recited the Sabbath blessings, explaining the important rituals that 

take place each Friday evening as Jewish families welcome the Sabbath. 

 

 

 
The visit was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to experience a place of worship first-hand and to develop their 

understanding of Jewish beliefs, traditions and community life as part of their learning. 

 

A Week in Sport 

Back-to-back Vale 7s champions. What a team and what a group of boys. #teamllantwit 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZSjpbm9E4JgQNw4eIKED-U7N4sxetZLVCRckQqPBk1v58y4CNwkAkfWJ9HWdcxZs57DJ688d_rKfnxrXxU7OT7mcHGO1ekd-iv8IE2gg2-Srw35TjGXXOFHhOrOg9b7jb5DHrdAaALvP-hh44bU1BtnQw2hWMLVCVkFQNERFj9ppCXmG7FbgCN89J3uvSAuZM&__tn__=*NK-R


 
 

A huge congratulations to our health and wellbeing homework project winners  
 
 
    Year 7 winners:  
 
        1st place:  

       Ayla Cook  
        2nd place: 

       Ben Newton  
        3rd place: 

       Darcy Brock  
 
   Year 8, 9 and 10 winners 
 
       1st place: 

      Indi Ward  
       2nd place: 

      Charlie Davies  
       3rd place: 

      Lani Deere  

 

 

We had lots of entries and it was extremely tough to decide on 6 winners, but the effort and hard work 

shown by these pupils was excellent and worthy of winning the prizes.  We are always excited to see 

the creativity and passion for PE shown outside of the classroom and we look forward to seeing what else 

our pupils create. #teamllantwit 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYPw-l3VbdLm_PeYFp2o3kAs9Q2MMVHuX7rxHiwLDpA7u3fJApHh2F4Tru4cirDC6L2ZHqtFiUQXh4PjZF2I-D8JA3Qn9oQwt_Mut6a6G2tSs_YHDKqNGKS5ZPGWYhJdivKT4Zplsfb0w03JF4GGK1TBoK2N1VDP8WPtEqO2kDoDdSi0XH_2eKvQcZJGw_NPhc&__tn__=*NK-R


 
 

A step too far! The Year 8 rugby team made the final but unfortunately, Bro Morgannwg were victorious 

in the final.  The Year 8 team gave every last bit of energy and effort, and we could not be prouder of 

the group! Runners up two years in a row.  #teamllantwit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a slow start in the first half, Plasmawr buiilt up a strong lead going into half time, but Llantwit came 

out for the second half with real determination, pushing forward looking for a comeback. Their 

persistence paid off as they managed to pull a goal back after some great attacking play. Despite the 

effort and spirit shown, the match finished 6-1 to the away team and sadly, that sees us out of the CVSFA 

Cup. Plenty of positives to take from the game and a fantastic display of resilience from the team. The 

group have been incredible this year and we are very proud of the performances they have displayed.                 

Goal Scorers: Max Pilcher                       

Mr Nunes ‘Player of the Match’: Max Pilcher  

      #teamllantwit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Week Beginning – Monday 09 March 2026  
Dydd Lun 09 Mawrth 2026 

Week 24 
Wythnos 24 

Monday 09 March 
Dydd Llun 09 Mawrth 

 

Tuesday 10 March 
Dydd Mawrth 10 Mawrth 

Year 11 Welsh unit 1 oral Exam 
Year 11 Drama Exam (All Day) 

Year 10 Global Challenge 10L/10D 
Year 7 Senedd and Synagogue Trip 

Wednesday 11 March 
Dydd Mercher 11 Mawrth 

 

Thursday 12 March 
Dydd Iau 12 Mawrth 

Year 11 Welsh Unit 1 Oral Exam 
Year 10 Global Challenge 10N/10F 
Year 7 Senedd and Synagogue Trip 

Friday 13 March 
Dydd Gwener 13 Mawrth 

Welsh Unit 1 Oral Exam 
Year 10 Global Challenge 10T 

Week Beginning – Monday 16 March 2026  
Dydd Lun 16 Mawrth 2026 

Week 25 
Wythnos 25 

Monday 16 March 
Dydd Llun 16 Mawrth 

Year 7 and 8 Anti Racism input Rewards 
Assemblies 

Tuesday 17 March 
Dydd Mawrth 17 Mawrth  

Year 11 Welsh unit 2 Oral Exam 

Wednesday 18 March 
Dydd Mercher 18 Mawrth 

Year 9 options Evening 
Year 11 Welsh unit 2 Oral Exam 

Thursday 19 March 
Dydd Iau 19 Mawrth 

Year 11 Welsh unit 2 Oral Exam 

Friday 20 March 
Dydd Gwener 20 Mawrth 

GCSE PE Practical Moderation (All day) 
A Level Drama Exam (All day) 

 

 

Key Academic Dates 2026 

Spring Term: 
 

¶ Start:  Monday 5th January 2026 

¶ Half term:  Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026 

¶ End:  Friday 27th March 2026 
 
Summer Term: 
 

¶ Start:  Monday 13th April 2026 

¶ Half term:  Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026 

¶ End:  Friday 17th July 2026 
 

INSET Days: 

¶ INSET DAY 4: Monday 23rd March 2026 
¶ INSET DAY 5: Friday 24th April 2026 
¶ INSET DAY 6: Monday 20th July 2026 
 
 

¶ Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026 



 
 
 

General Information 
  
 
Contacting School  
 
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.  

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following 

page to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other 

areas of the school for assistance.  

 

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you 

present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you. 

 

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form  

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8 

 

Forgotten Items 
 
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school 

day.  Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.  

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it 

with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure 

student safety during lesson transitions. 

 

Medication 

 

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to 

dispense medication without parental consent.  

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form (available from main Reception to be collected by your 

son/daughter) will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.  

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for 

that day. 

 

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please 

contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk


 
 

 

Contact email addresses 

Pastoral Teams Email Address 

Miss Jefferies – Head of Year 7 

Mrs Cox – Year 7 Wellbeing Officer Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk  

Mrs Scrine – Head of Year 8 

Mr Malton – Year 8 Wellbeing Officer Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk  

Mr Nunes – Head of Year 9 

Miss Evans – Year 9 Wellbeing Officer Year9Team@llantwitschool.org.uk  

Miss Donaldson – Head of Year 10 

Miss Marshall – Year 10 Wellbeing Officer Year10Team@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Mrs Watson – Head of Year 11 

Miss Denscombe – Year 11 Wellbeing Officer Year11Team@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Mr Jones – Director of Sixth Form sixthform@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Headteacher – Mrs C Robins headteacher@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Department Email Address 

Additional Learning Needs Department     ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Art Department                  ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Business/Careers Department CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Cymraeg Department               CymraegDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

D&T Department                                   DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

English Department                 EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Geography Department       GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

History Department            HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Home Economics HomeEcDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

ICT Department                 ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Maths Department                           MathsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

MFL Department                                       MFLDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk" 

PE Department                    PEDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Performing Arts Department PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

RS Department              RSDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk" 

Science Department            ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Welsh Bacc Department       WelshBacc@llantwitschool.org.uk  

Generic E mail Accounts Email Address 

ParentPay Enquiries parentpay@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Parent Forun parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk 

General School Enquiries enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Arbour Enquiries enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk 
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Help and Support Information – Outside of School 

 

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform 

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1 July 2025 and closes on the 

31st May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the 

school day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.  

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. 

It also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many 

parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.   

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals: 

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs     
 
Services and support that help with food costs.  Information on food vouchers and food banks. 

Penarth food pod: 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our_council/press_and_communications/latest_news/2022/March/New-

Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx 

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank 

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/ 

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/ 

 

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction. 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx 

 

Get help with household and energy bills. 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx 
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