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Start Dechrau: Monday 5 January 2026 Dydd Llun 5 lonawr 2026
Half Term Monday 16 February 2026 - Friday 20 February 2026
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Message from the Headteacher
Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

| am delighted to confirm that our school Eisteddfod will take place on Friday 27™" March. Learners are working in
earnest practising and preparing and I'm sure it will be one of the highlights of our school calendar, as it is every
year.

May | please remind you that our Year 9 Options Evening takes place on Wednesday 18 March between 17.00 and
19.00. We will begin in the main hall with a presentation outlining the process. Parents/carers and learners will
then have the opportunity to attend subject presentations from Leaders of Learning on subjects they are
considering opting for. We strongly encourage all Year 9 parents carers and learners to attend so that all learners
may make the best possible choices.

Finally, please be reminded that Monday 23" March is an INSET day so school will be closed for learners.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp

Year 9 Languages with Careers in Sport and Construction Event

Yesterday we were lucky enough to be able to host an event for Year 9 students which focused on how
languages can be very useful for careers in sport and construction. With funding from CSC (Central South
Consortium), we had Laura from Mingalaba in for the day to work with our students. Mingalaba is a
company which teaches and promotes languages through football. For the Motivational Talk, which all
Year 9 were involved in, Laura talked about her own
experiences of graduating with a languages degree and
working with Arsenal Football Club in their Outreach
program, where she used her French language skills whilst
living and coaching football in Ghana. She then went on to
talk about the different languages various footballers speak
and the different jobs that there are in not only the football
industry, but other sports, as well as media, fashion, beauty
and construction, where languages are vital.

Laura then led some smaller workshops with students
looking at careers in football and the skills required for
different roles and how they develop such skills in their
French lessons, referring to the book, ‘50 Ways into
Football’, which we now have some copies of in school,
if students want to take a closer look.

Finally, she ran 2 Practical Football session and we were so lucky to have the sun shining! The warmup
activities were delivered in French and became quite competitive before a final match.

In addition to this, we had three visitors from Bouygues
Construction come in to deliver a talk to a group of
students about how their various languages have been
useful and further developed in their various roles,
from Civil Engineering to Architecture.

We welcomed a group of students from Pencoedtre to
the day as well. All students involved showed
Ambition, Respect and Kindness throughout the day.




Arbor Update

As the Data & Exams Manger, | wanted to introduce myself and provide an
update on some of the improvements we are working on to make the Parent
Portal a more useful tool for both you and our students.

Thank you all for engaging with our new system, over 91% of parents are
already using the Portal to monitor their children’s timetable, behaviour points
and to submit absence notifications.

If you have not accessed the Portal and would like to, are having any log-in
problems, or would simply like to know more about the system before signing
up, please do not hesitate to contact us via arbor@I|lantwitschool.org.uk.

We are currently working on the transfer of payments from ParentPay into
Arbor, this will hopefully mean that from the end of May you will be able to use Arbor to pay for any trip, clubs and
for all school meals, reducing the need for two different systems and logins. There is nothing for you to do for now,
but as this progresses, we will provide you with more information and full instructions to ensure a smooth
transition.

With the summer exams fast approaching, we are also working on an additional module which will allow you to see
the exams your children have been entered for, along with the dates and the times of those exams. As we draw
closer to the actual exam date, additional information will be added, for example explaining where the exam will
be held.

We are also looking at a function which will allow you to see what clubs your child may have signed up for and are
attending and will roll this out as soon as possible, again we will keep you posted.

Several parents have asked if we are going to launch the Student Portal. We are now reviewing what the Student
Portal could offer to ensure that it would be a practical and useful tool. As a ‘No mobile Phone’ school, pupils
would not be able to access the system during the day, so we need to ensure that launching the portal would be
practical for pupils to use outside of school. We are currently considering a trial launch for years 10-13 as this
would allow them to directly access exam information along with their timetable. Once again, we will update you in
due course.

Finally, as a school it is vital that the information we hold electronically is up to date. When we moved from our old
Management Information System, SIMS, to Arbor, a lot of data was automatically transferred over, and we are
currently working through that to ensure that everything is in order. Arbor allows us to capture more information
about our pupils than our previous system did, and the Vale of Glamorgan are keen that we update our records to
provide as full a picture of our pupils as we can.

In the next few months, we plan to run a series of surveys to capture some of this information and | would be
extremely grateful if you could take the time to review and provide the requested information, to ensure are
records are accurate.

Many thanks

Mr J Thomas-Heavens
Data & Exams Manager

Llantwit Major Rugby Club

We would like to make you aware that students should not sit or gather outside the local rugby club,
Llantwit Major Rugby Club, before or after school. The club is private property, and we have recently
been informed of several incidents of alleged antisocial behaviour and vandalism in the area. As the rugby
club is privately owned, the proprietors are within their rights to report any incidents or concerns directly
to the police. We would be grateful if parents and careers could remind students to respect local property
and avoid congregating in this area. Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping
us maintain positive relationships within our local community.


mailto:arbor@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Lego Club

Our LEGO Club members have once again impressed with their creativity and teamwork, this time turning their
talents towards celebrating the spirit of the Eisteddfod.

Inspired by the rich cultural heritage of Wales, learners created wonderful brick-built tributes filled with
colour, symbolism, and as you can see a great deal of patriotic effort!

Our Lego creators carefully crafted Welsh Flags, red dragons and iconic symbols. The attention to detail
was remarkable and each captured the essence of the Eisteddfod’s celebration of culture and creativity.
Da iawn, bawb!




A Week in Sport

Football in the sun is back. . As always, a lovely group attending after school football this week.
#teamllantwit

The year 9 team representing Llantwit Major in the annual Vale 7s tournament this week. -
#teamllantwit
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa7aKt2lntmhs4mRf2G3YsrrdtgKuagIkldQDY2S4l_hv40VbpE9CKAdg1HNPYVSxeYLPmu6bBx5XC-YnfftN4dZHOR_7mZpKkvnDDOZDukPfpap2XWVG2gs-hfJZCUtJfbL5SIHt5jk3saC2ZHpv2xZyi6FM9xRP7KDhPMROa4ur-4j_ejeBLQgXOOK4DTI3s&__tn__=*NK-R

The year 7 team representing Llantwit Major in the annual Vale 7s tournament this week. -
#teamllantwit
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Year 9 and 10 indoor football club this week in the leisure centre. +=#teamllantwit




Safeguarding

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S

MENTALHEALTH

10 Conversation Starters for Farents

Talking about mental health to children is sometimes hard. To the point that we can put off
raising the subject, not wanting to unearth problems or raise overwhelming subjects that
we perceive our child is too young or not ready for. But rather than keeping children in the
dark, this guide is designed to help you confidently talk about mental health, so they feel
comfortable talking about their own worries and end any stigma before it begins.

fff\“*“i National
\NOS ) Online .
\*/ Safety
#WakeUpWednesday o L 1
&
LISTEN

This sounds obvious, but itis not hing we are always great at. Active listening is
where we listen without interrupting or making j and shows i in
what is being said. If your child feels listened to in the ‘smallest of problems’ they will
become confident that you will listen when the ‘biggest of problems’ arise.

-

ASKTWICE

The campaign from time to change s great .

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/support-ask-twice-campaig

Be tenacious about your child’s wellbeing. Children instinctively

know when your questions and support come from a place of ?
wanting to help and care. Are yousure:

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A STUPID QUESTION

This advice also relates to the first point. If your child can
ask you any questions about the smallest of things and you
listen and answer without shaming or belittling, then they
will have more confidence to ask the biggest of questions.

BE OPEN AND HONEST

Children apprediate honesty, particularly if you are having to shareinformation
or talk about a difficult subject. For example, you may be talking about death or
loss; ‘It's very sad that Nana has died’ or ‘I feel sad that Nana has died”. How you
talk about a subject will differ depending on their age and devel

maturity. Talking about death to a younger child for example will be different to
that of an older teen, as their experience and understanding of death is different.

‘Ag-si‘,xh

(3 TALK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH NATURALLY

Speak about mental health as part of everyday life, so that talking about our feelings and
those of others is normalised. If the usual ‘are you ok?’ is not creating an opportunity for
dialogue then say something like ‘l know when something like that has happened tome |
felt like this... is that how you are feeling or are you feeling something else?’

@l EMPATHISE

‘It makes sense that you would feel this way, it is understandable’.
Children often worry about things that we, as adults, might seeas
trivial or silly. However, for them at their age and stage itis abig
concern and they need our kindness and care when they show

their vulnerability and share their worries.
HELP YOUR CHILD FEEL SAFE e

Teens particularly feel that by talking about their worries or concerns that this
will make things worse. Reassure your child that you will discuss a plan of action
together and what may or may not need to happen next. If they are a younger
child, itis likely you will need to lead the conversation and explain next steps.

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE

Be mindful of the language you use at home to describe
and talk about mental health. Stigma often arises from
misc ptions and a choice of |; whichis
harmful. Using the word ‘mental’, ‘man-up’ or other such
words in a derogatory way won't encourage your child to
talk about their mental health for fear of being belittled.

o
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KNOW WHEN TO SEEK HELP

Assess the severity of the mental health difficulty you are noticing. Is the difficulty
making it hard for your child to function regularly throughout everyday life? How
frequently is your child affected, how long does it last and how persistent is it? Are
they having problems controlling the difficulty? Talk to your child about your
concerns and that it is likely they will need further support beyond family and friends.

e’L our experf{,

This guide has been written by Anna Bateman. Anna is

[ about placing p atthe heart of every
school, integrating mental wellbeing within the curricu-
lum, school culture and systems. She is also a member of
the advisory group for the Department of Education,
advising them on their mental health green paper.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitte

ITIS OKTO SAY ‘I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO NEXT’

Adults do not have all the answers but often children
think they do. Itis ok to acknowledge that what your
child is experiencing is not something you have come
across before or know anything about, but that you
will work it out together and seek help together.

Cources of Informa'@on and guPPorL
Your GP

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/v

h " R ety

https:/, jonforchildren.org.uk/ d-bl
a-simple-guide-to-active-listening-for-parents/
https://www.themix.org.uk/mental-health

afet Fé NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 05.02.2020




Week Beginning — Monday 02 March 2026
Dydd Lun 02 Mawrth 2026

Week 23
Wythnos 23

Monday 02 March
Dydd Llun 02 Mawrth

Tuesday 03 March
Dydd Mawrth 03 Mawrth

Wednesday 04 March
Dydd Mercher 04 Mawrth

Year 7 and 8 DCP 2

Thursday 05 March
Dydd lau 05 Mawrth

Trip: Drama - Theatre - Penarth

Friday 06 March
Dydd Gwener 07 Mawrth

Week Beginning — Monday 09 March 2026
Dydd Lun 09 Mawrth 2026

Week 24
Wythnos 24

Monday 09 March
Dydd Llun 09 Mawrth

Tuesday 10 March
Dydd Mawrth 10 Mawrth

Year 11 Welsh unit 1 oral Exam
Year 11 Drama Exam (All Day)
Year 10 Global Challenge 10L/10D
Year 7 Senedd and Synagogue Trip

Wednesday 11 March
Dydd Mercher 11 Mawrth

Year 11 Welsh Unit 1 Oral Exam
Year 11 Drama Exam (1/2 Day)
Year 10 Global Challenge 10A/10U
Year 12/13 Physical Geography Fieldwork
Year 7 Senedd and Synagogue Trip

Thursday 12 March
Dydd lau 12 Mawrth

Year 11 Welsh Unit 1 Oral Exam
Year 10 Global Challenge 10N/10F
Year 7 Senedd and Synagogue Trip

Friday 13 March
Dydd Gwener 13 Mawrth

Welsh Unit 1 Oral Exam
Year 10 Global Challenge 10T

Key Academic Dates 2026

Spring Term:

e Start: Monday 5% January 2026

e Half term: Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026
e End: Friday 27" March 2026

Summer Term:

e Start: Monday 13" April 2026

e Half term: Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026
e End: Friday 17" July 2026

INSET Days:

e INSET DAY 4: Monday 23™ March 2026

e INSET DAY 5: Friday 24" April 2026

e INSET DAY 6: Monday 20" July 2026

e Bank Holiday Monday 4" May 2026




General Information

Contacting School

Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following
page to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other
areas of the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items

We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school
day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form (available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter) will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for
that day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Malton — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

Yearl0Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Illantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@|llantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic E mail Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forun

parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Arbour Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Pay Enquiries

parentpay@Ilantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — Outside of School

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1 July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the
school day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant.
It also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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