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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

Thank you to all parents that attended our parent forum on Monday and SLT drop-in clinic on Thursday. In parent
forum, we discussed our engagement policy and rewards system in detail and it was invaluable to gain parents’
perspectives of our policies. Our next session will take place on Monday 19*" January at 5pm and we will focus on
teaching and learning and feedback in that session.

This week learners have been given new planners which have been professionally printed. These replace the internal
planners we have used previously, and the new planners will be required to gain access to the canteen. It would be
much appreciated if you could reinforce to your child the importance of having their planner with them every day
and using it to ensure they are appropriately organised.

Today, rewards breakfasts were held to celebrate our many learners who continually uphold our core school values.
A huge well done to all of them, they are a credit to themselves and our school.

Finally, a reminder that our last day in school will be Thursday 18" December and buses will depart at 1pm. We will
hold an extended brunch to ensure all learners have the opportunity to access a hot meal.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp

Safequarding

FaceApp, as the name suggests, is an app by Wireless Lab which uses uploaded images of
someone's face and allows them to add a variety of interesting filters making themselves
look older, younger, appear with different hair colour and so on. The app uses either the
camera on your phone to take a selfie, or lets you use a picture from somewhere like
Facebook or Instagram to apply these filters, While this all sounds like innocent fun, there

have been some valid concerns raised about the terms and conditions, and what the
company is doing with all these selfies and pictures.

WHY IS IT SO POPULAR?

The app went viral in the middle of July
20192 with the #faceappchallenge, where
users download Faceapp, take a picture of
their face adding the old age filter, and
then share the image of themselves online
with friends. It can be fun to see what you
might look like when you're more well
travelled, and the results are pretty
convincing {much to the amusement of
older family members!).

LEVEL OF ACCESS?

Buried in the legal jargon and technical
mumbo jumbo, FaceApp has a worryingly |
large amount of access to your or your child's
device. As well as storing any pictures you
upload to the app, it also has access to your
internet history, and basic information like
your name and location. Naturally this sounds
scary because it has been highlighted so
publicly, but this is the normal kind of access
and information apps take from us nowadays.
If you are at all concerned it's worth leafing
through those lengthy Terms Of Service
before making a decision on if you're happy
for your child to use an app.

National
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CHECK DOWNLOADS @

It may seem obvious to keep an eye on
what is downloaded on adevice, butit can
be very easy to miss out on new fads and

viral hits. Most app stores let you see

what's currently trending, alongside

descriptions of what an app is. Talking to

your child about what current trends

they're enjoying will help you keep an eye

onwhat's popular. You also get to see what

you might look like in the future, which

could be a blessing or a curse!

KNOW IF YOU CAN SPEND MONEY ON AN APP

Like most things these days, there is a way to spend money
on FaceApp. You can purchase a 'pro’ version which unlocks
additional filters either through your phone's app store, or
on the app itself. This subscription ranges from 1 month for
£3.99, 12 months for £19.99 or lifetime access for £38.49.
It's very easy to make this purchase without too much
thought so do make sure you know about any additional
costs of an app your child is using.

Meef our experf,

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5
years as a writer, editor and presenter. He is the current
gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming news sites in
the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGbible. Starting
gaming from a youngd age with his siblings, he has a
passion for understanding how games and tech work,
but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Ifunder 18, supervision
ofa parent or legal
guardian required.

fo know about

FACEAPP

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The app scans the uploaded face, and uses a neural \‘!
network (basically a huge database of sample 3
faces) to show what it thinks you'll look like when
you're old; adding wrinkles, grey hairs, yellowed
teeth ete. Anybody can upload an image they have
access to, even those of children, without any kind

of t being ded. As lained in the
lengthy terms and conditions of the app, these
images are saved by Wireless Lab and canbe used
however they see fit, at any time in the future.

SHOULD | BEWORRIED?

While your details COULD
be used in the wrong way,
the company has publicly
stated they have no desire
todoso and a number of
independent probes into
the app seem to suggest
everything is being stored
correctly and safely. That's
not to say it will always be
this way, so it's worth
bearing in mind that this
could change further down
theline.

BE REALISTIC ABOUT YOURD

When it comes to online security, the phrase
‘better the devil you know'is particularly apt.
While companies like Facebook and Google
are by no means virtuous in their collection of
our data, we do at least know {for the most
part) a lotabout how it's being handled.
Luckily, we know Wireless Lab are treating our
information correctly for now, but apps you
don't know or trust, may not. It's always worth
reading up on an app and making sure it's the
real deal before downloading it.

ISIT SAFE?

This is the contentious question. Wireless Lab, the
Russian company behind the FaceApp app, are
particularly vague with their descriptions of what
they can potentially do with a person's details, to the
point whete a lot of people are worried about their

. images being used for nefarious purposes like cyber
- crime or political campaigns. In reality, the app is no

-more or less safe than any other, but that doesn't

“mean you shouldn't h?_vigilant of what you or your

child is agreeing to onli

FACIAL RECOGNITION SOFTWARE

An app that takes an image of a face and uses it
to commit online crimes or say things pretending
1o be somebody else might sound like the plot of
a hollywood thriller, but with today's technology
it can be a very real fear. Facial recognition
software is now so advanced, a fake picture or
video of a face can be produced without your

P ledge of parmission, p fally by a
company you thought was safe. Now it must be
strassed that this is extremely unlikely to happen,
especially as this advanced technology is still
being worked out, so you shouldn't be too
worried about it - but always be aware of the
permissions you're giving to unknown parties.

Cafety Tips for [arents

BE AWARE OF COPY

When something like FaceApp goes
viral, many copycat apps can pop
up on the store piggybacking off
the success of the original. These
apps can contain viruses that are
often far more malicious and
dangerous to you and your child
than the terms in the‘safe’ version
of the app, Make sure you're aware
of which is the original before
making any downloads.

ALWAYS READ THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

Many of us don’t have the time or energy to read through
pages and pages of legal speak, and that’s normal, but
leafing through the fineprint can unearth a lot of grizzly
permissions you didnt know you were giving. Often, at
times they are unavoidable, but knowing what you're
signing up for and if there’s anything you can do about it
could help you make more informed decisions on the
types of content you expose your child to.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 23.07.2019

Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety




A week in sport

These are our year 12 Sport students creating some excellent end of unit revision posters in this week’s
lesson. ™ Welldone to allinvolved. * #teamllantwit
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV-u4CG52XMpxQj-AGfabO_eSXjutsTgH53DnYqr23MhJ8VAypfnHaDCqeqetVYuBwBkUGcTdd97rvrMt8IF43HxTedtRbg7co8tRS5imUFzOryg4ErYAJ1GgNSk490cljvSlmSTSVjUr1lQgivpVFmAfMdCIJJ_tkbCfZnr15eIc30L577GIh-INGMKhEVB5A&__tn__=*NK-R

A tough shift for the year 10 rugby team this week in the knockout stages of the Welsh cup against
Whitchurch High School. & we were drawn against last year’s Welsh Cup runners up, so it was always
going to be an uphill battle! .. Despite this, Llantwit never took a backwards step and showed glimpses

and patches that they belonged at that level. © The better team won with the game finishing 49-7. O we'll
dust ourselves off and learn from the experience! #teamllantwit

Try scorer: Gethin Williams. o
Conversion: Jack Collins. @
Man of the match: Ollie Morris. ¢

The year 8 team travelled to Bishop of Llandaff this week to play in the second round of the CVSFA cup. =« A
very slow start from Llantwit meant the home team were 2-0 up in a matter of minutes. The team struggled to
get into the game and held on until half time. A half time orange and Llantwit were finally awake and playing

some football. © A screamer from Joseph Morrison gave the away team hope but it wasn’t enough, and the
slow start cost them! #teamllantwit

Goal scorer: Joseph Morrison. %
Mr Crocker’s men of the match: Oliver Gronow Walters = & Riley Prout. -



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUqzt6KgIsYPQHrKq83e5eQX2vxF6Yu0wsVVm8exNIAgHytGgNJbxVilxZLH6KPlCSaNkS0WiHJUvyu2b84cd9VypIrTVHnzkgUT_25zawa_icszBzAeV2QMUFWp8gLzJLc2PbGYwkKQJF8om-8dZKVd2BlrCN9_Smjd3O3cKMq0LNTt_rejXgcIL3NN3JK5WQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUoDG_G-4iV96tWV1M25ZvWn73baMKG8c0PbzyoxZoa6R_IS7nJ7OyvU58YF8oHPD7MYghn65oApQk9oR86LWzCMAfeZ82VmqhZxXZhNkhf2nrDz1rpKEAsvh7GiVJODMKIEjVDCe77fcMtCSw1gDTVkpQUCoX1XyfrhvY1jug21ZFq4XmN2SxUo59CLNW8e-g&__tn__=*NK-R

Massive congratulations to Year 11 pupil, Archie Preece, on winning Gold in his weight category at the
Warehouse Box Cup. Well done, Archie!
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Christmas arrives at Llantwit School

Ozzy our school dog was getting into the
festive spirit in the SLT office.

6™ Form volunteers ensured that
Reception was festive and welcoming.

Year 7 volunteers did a fantastic job of
dressing the canteen tree.




LMS Debating Team

Year 9 Seren students kicked off December with an exciting opportunity to sharpen their debating skills. Two teams
travelled to the Civic Offices in Barry for a full day of debate camp, joining other young speakers from across the
schools in the Vale of Glamorgan. The event offered a deep dive into formal debating, confidence-building activities,
and a first taste of the format they’ll face in January’s upcoming competition.

A student’s perspective:

On 1st December, two Yr 9 debate teams went to the Civic Offices, Barry to attend a debate camp. We learnt about
the techniques and procedures to effectively debate in our upcoming competition on the 9th of January.

We firstly learnt the MACE house style and mark scheme, which we put into action in a practice debate where we
learnt to speak confidently.

There were many highlights including Joe Leyshion’s humour and team two’s performance against the professor!
We hope to compete well in the upcoming tournament as we continue to practise weekly.

Written by Ella Stark (Yr 9)

Duke of Edinburgh's Award 2026

Applications for Year 10 students are now open to apply for this year’s Bronze Award at Llantwit Major School.
You'll find the application link in the Y10 Pastoral Google Classroom. The deadline to apply is Sunday, 14th
December.

Year 11 students:
Don’t worry, we haven’t forgotten about you! If you submitted all your evidence, your award is currently being
processed. If you still have evidence to submit, please do so as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please see Mrs Miles or Mr Craven.
We look forward to reading your applications,

The DofE Team

Music Talent

Congratulations to Benjamin Lock, Year 12 on achieving a Merit in Grade 6 Guitar with Rockschool (RSL Awards). This
is an excellent accomplishment that reflects his dedication, hard work, and musical talent.

We are incredibly proud of his achievement and look forward to seeing continued success in his musical journey.
Well done!



Real Skillz

Pupils enrolled in our partnership project with Real Skillz took a break from they work at Gileston Manor and
travelled to Merthyr Tydfil this week to work on a horse cart conversion project.

They were shown many different building skills by builders Paul
and Steve, which included trying their hand at plumbing, wiring,
sanding and drilling, gaining valuable new experience in the

process.

Parent Carer Support Sessions

The Cardiff & Vale Safeguarding board have added additional dates for free Parent Sessions for anyone who is
supporting an anxious or neurodivergent child or young person wherever there are on their journey to diagnosis.
Information and booking can be accessed via the following dates / links:

December 12th 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 16th Jan 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 30th Jan 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 13th Feb 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 19th Feb 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 6th March 10-12 BOOK HERE
Friday 20th March 10-12 BOOK HERE

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584226611045

www.augmentingtherapy.com



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1754867177969?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975281895322?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282027718?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282428918?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282526209?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282616479?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282709758?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584226611045
http://www.augmentingtherapy.com/

% :'I.'\.A.{ITMAJ(()R..S:(.ZH(.)OL
"ANNUAL - -
CHRISTMAS

~ FAYRE *

11TH DEC - 5-8 PM
FREE ENTRY =~

PUPIL STAGE PERFORMANCES
~ CRAFT STALLS :
g = FOOD VENDORS @y

. W OPENTOWHOLE S
COMMUNITY & &




School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 8" December 2025 / Week 14
Dydd Lun Rhagfyr 8 2025 Wythnos 14
Monday 8th December / Reward Assembly Day
Dydd Llun Rhagfyr 8

Tuesday 9th December / Rewards Trip Silver & Gold

Dydd Mawrth Rhagfy 9

Wednesday 10th December / Flu Vaccinations
Dydd Mercher Rhagfy 10 Yr12-13 & A Level Art Trip
Thursday 11th December / Christmas Fair 5-8pm
Dydd lau Rhagfy 11

Friday 12th December / 6" Form Bath Trip
Dydd Gwener Rhagfy 12

Week Beginning — Monday 15th December 2025 / Week 15
Dydd Lun Rhagfyr 15 2025 Wythnos 15

Monday 15th December /
Dydd Llun Rhagfyr 15

Tuesday 16th December /
Dydd Mawrth Rhagfy 16

Wednesday 17th December /
Dydd Mercher Rhagfy 17

Thursday 18th December /
Dydd lau Rhagfy 18

School Finishes — 1pm

Friday 19th December /
Dydd Gwener Rhagfy 19

Inset Day — School Closed




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx



https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs
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