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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

It has been a busy week here at Llantwit with several of our Year 11 learners completing their food practical
examinations. Their commitment has been absolutely commendable, and their end results looked delicious! A huge
well done to all learners involved in these for your hard work and resilience.

Parents and carers will be aware that we have an assessment week planned for the last week of this term. Please can
| draw your attention to Mr Wagner’s item (next up in the newsletter) which provides parents and carers with all the
information they need to be able to support their children at home in ensuring they are sufficiently prepared for the
week. We would very much appreciate it if you could discuss the week with your child and reinforce the importance
of these assessments. Please also ensure that your child attends school during that final week. Completion of these
assessments enables us to gain the best possible understanding of your child’s current level of performance, and
how we can support them to ensure they fulfil their potential.

The last day learners will be in school is Thursday 18" December as Friday 19" December is an INSET day. We will
finish school slightly early on the Thursday with buses departing at 1pm and we will have an extended brunch in
place of our usual lunch offering.

Finally, may | remind parents that out next parent forum takes place next Monday, the 1% of December, at 5pm. SLT
drop-in clinic also takes place next week on Thursday 4™ December between 15.00 and 17.00. We would love to
welcome as many parents as possible to both events.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp

Assessment Week

Dear Parents/Carers,

We are introducing an Assessment Week at our school to support pupils in understanding their current progress and
identifying areas for improvement. This initiative also provides valuable experience in revision and formal
assessments.

Purpose of Assessment Week:
e To help pupils and parents understand where they are in their learning journey.
e To highlight what pupils, need to do to improve.
e To give pupils experience of revision and formal assessment conditions.
Structure:

e Years 7-9: Pupils will sit the Wales National Tests during their Maths and English lessons; these are likely to
start in the previous week

e Years 10-13: Pupils will complete a number of formal assessments in the hall and gym.

A timetable of the exam hall assessments is provided below for your reference. Please note that other classroom
assessments may take place around this period, and updates will be shared over the coming week via pupils’
Google Classroom platform / email.

How you can help:
e Encourage your child to contribute to a focused and calm school environment during this period
e Stress the importance of good attendance throughout Assessment Week

e Use your child's books and google classroom resources to support revision

Thank you for your support in helping us make this a positive and productive experience for all pupils.

Mr M Wagner
Assistant Headteacher — Standards & Progress



Timetable of Assessments:

Period 5

Period 3 YEAR 10 ENGLISH
LANGUAGE 50 mins
Period 4 YEAR 11 SCIENCE

(1 hour Physics)

Year 12 Psychology (1hour)
Year 12 History (1 hour)
Year 12 Physics (1hour)

Year 13 Sport (1 hour)

Year 13 Business (1 hour)

Biology 1hr Chemistry)

YEAR 10 SCIENCE

(1 hour Biology 1 hour Physics)

Year 12 Media (1 hour)
Year 12 Biology (1 hour)

Year 13 Mathematics (1 hour)

Hall and Monday 15th December Tuesday 16th December Wednesday 17th December
Gym

Period 1 YEAR 11 ENGLISH LANGUAGE YEAR 11 SCIENCE YEAR 11 OPTION B

Period 2 2 Hours (2 x 1hr Biology or 1hr (Product D, Drama, Business)

2 hours

YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS

2 hours

Year 12 Mathematics (1 hour)
Year 12 English Lit (1 hour)
Year 13 Chemistry (1 hour)

Year 13 Sociology (1 hour)




Safequarding

With tricky topics and occasional clashes of opinion, it can be challenging to maintain an environment where children feel
able to talk candidly and honestly. However, encouraging such conversations helps to develop trust - making it easier to
unpack even sensitive subjects as children get older. Here are our top tips for promoting open conversations at home.

SPACE

Criticism, blaming or shaming ¢an all prevent
chlidren from feeling emotionally safe — while
showing affection, positive attention and an
interest in what a child has to say builds their
sense of security. Thase formative years are when
children’s opinions and values begin to take
shape, soit's important to provide a
non-judgmental environment in which to discuss
themn - especially if their opinions differ from your

y CREATE A SAFE L

> CONSIDER OTHER
OUTLETS

Some children may find it easier to talk while
theyre participating In another activity such as
drawing, writing, walking or sport. I it's possible,
taking part in these aetlvities together presents
you with an opportunity to communicate while
doing something side by side. A child may feel less
pressure that way and can be more inclined to
open up of their own accord.

NORMALISE CHATS
ABOUT FEELINGS

Incorperate mental health and emetional
wallbsing Into everyday conversations, using
ags-appropriate language and examples to help
chlidren understand thelr emotions. Ask questions
like “"How are you feeling today?”, “What was the
best and worst part of your day?”, “If you could
start today again, what would you do differently?”

3

| and “Is there anything you want to talk about?”

4 LISTEN ACTNELY _&35°

Whaen children express themnselves, make it
obvious that you're listaning clossly and giving
them your full attention. Maintain aya contact and
validate their feelings without immadiately trying
to solve the problem. It's not helpful to dismiss
their issues as childish cr ‘teenage angst’ = or to
assuma that they'll simply ‘get over’ whatever
they're feeling. Children don’t have your life
axperience; their rasiliancs is still developing as
they laarn to push though difficulties and handle
prablemns.

— ]
5 ASK OPEN QUESTIONS

Encourage children to share their thoughts by
asking open questions about their feelings and
experiences. Closed questicns (such as “Did you
enjoy school today?”) are more likely to elicit a
simple “yes” or “ne” response. Instead, you could
ask things like "Who did you spend time with at
break?” or “Who did you sit with at lunchtime?*

Meet Qur Expert

With 30 years’ experience as a teacher, trainer, consultant and interim
executive board member, Anna Bateman has a superb understanding
of what works in pedagogy, school improvement and leadership. She
has alsc advised the Department for Education on their mental health
green paper.

X @wake_up_weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.03.2024

] /wuw.thenationaicollege

@wake.up.wednesday

¢ RESPECT THEIR
BOUNDARIES

If o child isn’t ready to talk to about something yet,
respeact their boundaries: this reinforces that their
feelings are important and worthy of
consideration. Ideally, you're aiming to let them
know you care without smothering them, so just
mabke it clear that you're there for them whenever
they'ra ready to chat. Gentls, regular check-ins
can somatimes be the best form of progress.

¥ =
7 LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Model open, honest and healthy communication
in front of children and young people. Try to
demonstrate kindness when talking about others
and yeourself, because if children hear adults being
overly harsh, critical or Judgmental, or see them
having unrealistic expectations of themselves, it
makes them more likely to adopt and repeat this
behaviour themselves as they grow.

e

g WAVEREGULAR
CHECK-INS Y3

Check in with children pericdically to discuss how
they're faeling and what's going onin thair lives.
This could be a weskly or monthly conversation,
where the child has an opportunity to share
whatever’s on their mind. For parents and carers,
getting away from the house and other
distractions might be productive here: you could
considar regular trips to a coffee shop or a café,
or just a weekly walk.

9 PROVIDE RESOURCES

It's often beneficial to let children know about
other support that’s available to them if they're
struggling to talk to you specifically. Encourage
them to talk to school counsellors, trusted adults
or even a therapist, if necessary — while
normalising this route and dispelling the harmful
stigma around asking for help. Older children
could engage with rescurces such as Kooth or

YoungMinds.
| L

{0 CELEBRATE EMOTIONAL
EXPRESSION

It’s ben: al to praise children for expressing
their feslings honestly — emphasising how
important it is to talk about their emotions and
how proud you are of them for doing so. This can
be especially pivotal for boys, who often
experience more of a stigma around talking
frankly about their feslings and their mental
hedith — a barrier that can be overcome, with
enough love and support.

The
National
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A week in sport

An unbelievably resilient performance from the year 10 football team this
week. Vs’ The team had to travel with 11 players due to numerous illnesses
and injuries! Despite this Llantwit went up 1-0 early and battled for
everything. Bro Morgannwg scored two quick goals, and it was 2-1 at half
time. To add to the uphill battle, goalkeeper Jonah Hickman came off injured
just after half time and Lily Davies had to leave for Wales training not long
after. ™ The team battled on with 9 players for 26 minutes!! Bro Morgannwg
scored soon after to make it 3-1. Llantwit returned fire with a goal from Jack
Collins, and it stayed 3-2 until the last 7 minutes. Eventually, the two extra
players proved too much, and the game finished 5-3. An excellent dogged
performance from everyone. " #teamllantwit

Goal scorers: Kaylum Wilcox, *#'Jack Collins Ve’ & Asher Osbon. v’

Mr Crocker’s players of the match: The whole team. &
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWhbmFYWXtvbaCt_wtkNcxMgUGj8SxAf4IcbTS2N_AjXeCcalYy7cMl4IqiCvz0OPZ1ZiDmwiQfoHa4ICHD_IDUoPB1Jh0tV7YDKam36ldAs0eeCTovktu95e8NjjdtVBfM79cvMT1HmWQKN_8tPKYDEzeHOj9n-XfPlrkz17vkEr8yJi9G17ujuAY2MlygOOI&__tn__=*NK-R

A very enjoyable game this week for the year 8 rugby team against Cowbridge. @ Alot of players missing due to
illness, so it was pleasing to see so many boys wanting to play and support the team, including year 7 pupil Will
Brown. = Cowbridge were excellent and showed great hands and attacking play throughout the game! Llantwit
struggled to keep hold of the ball and had less possession but when we kept hold of the ball, we looked very
dangerous. @ The final score was Cowbridge 31 - 12 Llantwit Major! #teamllantwit

Try scorers: Riley-Jay Chick @ & Jack Johnson. @

Conversion: Logan Stokes. @

Mr Crocker’s man of the match: Max Gallacher. &
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38 year 7 & 8 pupils in attendance for indoor football club this week. +*'* Some great skills on show from our
younger pupils. - #teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX62KuBsO19kjFMmRv0xOxiE4iw1BMX7GSRAyPsWdW3HfM7yJWutLya8YwWFvnExvU1WqF__9GvBLAmlPzDqLx8aSbx_7jv2qPdrXmfoKQft4YYubDnXzSTrtr19JiySqqmKTiYOjrvygTIgVZlhVm1feu9xvTumC-VdK4OKF8w9R6iqBmwzdukvExwOuniG0U&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV4Wafo9n59a5nS-kCXufujo5Z-9CGNoLypKSrKTSPUYasWryUGgiPUK9B16iFljk8Fz9df5u0eAKm3-kiLwQuPmc3DVZePvktITGN6kV2TEVFbeMZywz97ZZmwVKGGEWrW-0wAZT_7CJV0HzokbpU40LkAQ8-C1omCqiiySZLKVhnqJJHz9PPoScZeyKzrbYU&__tn__=*NK-R

Another successful basketball club run by year 12 pupil Keenan Faulkner. . It was great to see so many year 11

pupils enjoying the club. * #teamllantwit

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENTLY
APPOINTED YEAR 9
SPORTS AMBASSADORS

SPORTS AMBASSADORS ARE WORKING BEHIND THE
SCENES AT MEETINGS PLANNING 2 EXCITING NEW
CLUBS

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR MORE INFORMATION

SPorse
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3FXwXBPa7YmXlBjE8rreKxFBvm5mGkxElcQvCXHmPeg7J-PEHimev95xsMGWqut9YhTKS18tv4q9v_5O5kw8fg1ICi1a8zwmgDWo7oiA2avYH4KhRnTInoIvdf47A4UgE2MzKdHhHiyzy7mhf1eRA8SGHMoVecvpyhXvrM5G2CM5maNDFXvzEsZ4a896k190&__tn__=*NK-R

The Carlam Cymru App

Carlam Cymru have launched a new App which aims to make accessing
additional revision resources, tips and support easier and more convenient
for students.

The following link provides a video which explains what the Carlam Cymru
App is and how it works.

The Carlam Cymru App

Parent Carer Support Sessions — News dates added

The Cardiff & Vale Safeguarding board have added additional dates for free Parent Sessions for anyone who is
supporting an anxious or neurodivergent child or young person wherever there are on their journey to diagnosis.

Information and booking can be accessed via the following dates / links.
December 12th 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 16th Jan 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 30th Jan 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 13th Feb 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 19th Feb 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 6th March 10-12 BOOK HERE

Friday 20th March 10-12 BOOK HERE

Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584226611045

www.augmentingtherapy.com



https://youtu.be/lqtCyKGR8ck
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1754867177969?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975281895322?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282027718?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282428918?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282526209?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282616479?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-parent-and-carer-wellbeing-tickets-1975282709758?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584226611045
http://www.augmentingtherapy.com/
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HRISTMAS
FAYRE & SANTAY, GROTTO

NOVEMBER 30TH ; 2.30 - 5pm
. _Raising funds for TY Hafan

Bric A Brac - Christmas Crafts - Driftwood Ornaments
Photographer - 3D Printed Gifts - Cake Store  Raffles
- Sweet Store - Bathbombs & Waxmelts -

Refreshments
Live singer; singing Christmas songs
£5 a Child fo see santa in his grotfo and recieve a gift.
CF61 Buildiung in Llawtwit Major.

Vale Family Information Service

C %%J'WJ' pwvfy

At Memo Arts Centre, Barry
. CF62 8NA

Free Healthy Snacks

Entertainment

Father Christmas

Tuesday 2 December 2025
3:30-5:45pm

11:00am-1:00pm
all ages

Under 3s

TICKETS ARE LIMITED AND BOOKING IS REQUIRED

e M Achos &ion Goen '

j “Santa’s Gause
ik for a0as!

/ALE of GLAMORGA
' st D
Vale Family Information Service




School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 1st December 2025 /

Dydd Lun Rhagfyr 1 2025

Week 12
Wythnos 12

Monday 1st December /
Dydd Llun Rhagfyr 1

Yr9 SEREN Trip /
Parent Forum — Wellbeing & Ethos

Tuesday 2nd December /
Dydd Mawrth Rhagfy 2

Wednesday 3rd December /
Dydd Mercher Rhagfy 3

Thursday 4th December /
Dydd lau Rhagfy 4

SLT Drop-in for parents 3pm — 5pm

Friday 5th December /
Dydd Gwener Rhagfy 5

Week Beginning — Monday 8th December 2025 /

Dydd Lun Rhagfyr 8 2025

Week 13
Wythnos 13

Monday 8th December /
Dydd Llun Rhagfyr 8

Reward Assembly Day

Tuesday 9th December /
Dydd Mawrth Rhagfy 9

Rewards Trip Silver & Gold

Wednesday 10th December /

Flu Vaccinations

Dydd Mercher Rhagfy 10 Yr12-13 & A Level Art Trip
Thursday 11th December / Christmas Farye 5-8pm
Dydd lau Rhagfy 11

Friday 12th December /
Dydd Gwener Rhagfy 12

6" Form Bath Trip




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx



https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs
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https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/
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https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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