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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

This week | have taken assemblies with all year groups on how we can live our core values. We reflected on the
progress individual year groups are making and discussed the number of ARK points that have been longed for
incidences of ambition, respect and kindness. So far this year more than 10,000 positive points have been awarded
to Llantwit learners, which is absolutely fantastic. Year 7 are leading the way, with a 15:1 positive to negative ratio of
ARK points, so well done, year 7! Top point scorers in Lower School also joined the senior team for hot chocolate at
breaktime today and it was a privilege to celebrate their success.

Mrs Prescott, Assistant Headteacher, contacted you earlier this week regarding attendance and shared the news
that we have also seen small improvements here, which is very encouraging. From Monday, we ask that you report
any absences as far as possible on the Arbor app: instructions on how to do so follow later in the newsletter.
Currently, Year 11’s attendance is the lowest of any year group in the school: Year 11 is a crucial year and every
lesson counts. | would really appreciate it if all parents/carers, but particularly those that have children in Year 11,
could discuss the importance of regular attendance with their children and support us in getting learners into school
on time every day.

A reminder that our next parent forum will take place on Monday 1 December at 5pm and will focus on our
engagement policy, rewards and reminders systems, how we use Arbor and the things we are doing this year to
cultivate a positive school ethos and build productive links with the wider community. If you are plan on attending,
please email parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk to confirm. If there is a topic/area that you would like to be
discussed at a future parent forum, please email the parent forum inbox and we will be sure to include it on future
agenda items.

In addition, senior leadership drop-in takes place on Thursday 4" December between 15.00 and 17.00 in the main
hall. We would invite as many parents/carers as possible to pop in and a have a chat with the senior leadership team
about any aspect of school life, or if you prefer, to just come along and meet the team so you may put names to
faces.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp
mailto:parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly is it? And why i

Safequarding

it so popular

amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale” game developed by Epic Games,

and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles. It gained popularity in late
2017 and has since become the biggest game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.
As with most games, Fortnite itself is a highly enjoyable and safe experience, but it pays to be vigila

as the safety is not water tight.

What parents need fo know about

FORTNITE

BATTLE ROYALE

BATTLE ROYALE

Battle Royale games have become very populan&!

over the last couple of years, and most tend to
follow a very similar setup.Takmg Fortnite as an
example, 100 players drop into a map, loot
buildings for weapons and armour and attempt to
beat all the other players to be crowned victor at
the end. If you've ever seen the Hunger Games.
movies, you'll have an idea of what this entails.
Each game can take up to 20 minutes (assuming
you last to the end) and can be restarted relatively
quickly once 100 free players have been found.

'SEASONAL UPDATES

Every 10 weeks or so Fortnite is updated with a
new season. This essentially adds new things
like skins and emotes to the game, while also
sometimes changing up the game map in
interesting ways. These seasons are free to .
everybody and don't require additional mo °
to play, though battle passes for each season
can be bought with V-Bucks, A battle pass will
typically allow a player to earn expetience
faster and gain fun in-game items by
-,é‘:qmpletlng a host of daily challenges.
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Online

Safety
#WakeUpWednesday

BUYING V-BUCKS

As mentioned, Fortnite does contain in-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
V-Bucks which can be bought with real money. If
you do decide to let your young one spend
money in the game, be sure to delete your card
information afterwards as it can be very easy to
purchase more items at the press of a few
buttons. It'simportant to set a limit on any
purchases (as ithey are absolutely not
necessary to play the game) and a suggestion
would be cappin: thespendmfg ataround £50 -
this is the norma?retall price of a game

TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

If you're concerned about play time or
spending money in the game, talk to
other parents and carers of your child’s
friends. If you approach as a collective, it
will be easier to know when their friends
are online and you don’t have to worry
about who they're playing with. It can
also help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if yor
sticktogether.

F Meef our exper(,

o

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE"

Fortnite is at the foref of
dls:usslons because it is so popular with young people.
heritactually c to addiction is
up fur debate. WHO (World Health Organisation) have
classified gaming as a legitimate addiction, but this is not
solely a concern with Fortnite. Signs of addiction can
include irritability when not playing, lying about the
amount of time played and a preoccupation with thoughts.
of the next gaming session. Realistically, it must be down
to parents and carers to recognise these symptoms and
actaccordingly if they think they are developing.

'CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE

One of the wonderful things about Fortnite is that it
can be played cross-platform. This means that no
matter what platform a person plays on (PC,
PlayStation 4, Xbox One etc) they can play with
friends who own the game on a different platform.
To do this, an Epic Games account must first be
created online (whichis free) and then linked with
your platform account. Doing this removes the
age-old boundary of not being able to play together
because you don’t have the same console and opens

~upa whole new world of playing online with friends.

#

GAMING WITH STRANGERS W’

Fortnite Battle Royale is an online game, and as such,
there is a chance that young children could come into
contact with strangers who are randomly placed into
their groups in a game. It’s difficult to predict what
another person might say or do in a game, soit’sa good
idea for friends playing together, to be grouped together.
The only real countermeasure to interacting with
strangers offered by Fortnite is to turn off all mic
communications, which can be done in the game’s
settings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord
while playing, is a great way to make sure you know who
you're talking to and that nobody else is listening in.

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It's often overlooked just how good
gaming can be for young people.
Fortnite encourages team play, quick
and complex problem solving and
communication; that’s not to mention
the lightning fast reflexes gamers can
develop. While taking breaks to do
other activities is of course important,
there are benefits to screen time which
might not be immediately obvious.

L

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gamlng

FREETO PLAY...ORISIT?

While Fortnite is technically free to play (in that
you can download and play it without paying)
it does come with the caveat that spending
money on things like skins and emotes
in-game is heavily pushed to players. The
currency used in-game is called 'V-Bucks’and
can be bought with real money through the
game’s online store. It's worth remembering
that these purchases are absolutely not
necessary, are cosmetic only and that V-Bucks
can be earned in-game with enough play time.

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT?

Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
(Entertainment Software Ratings Board} as
teen, as it contains cartoony violence and the
weapons and acts depicted in the game are
some way removed from their veal life
inspirations. Characters don‘t draw blood when
shot and instead of dying, they are simply
beamed up off the map. Naturally, players
younger than the recommended age limit will
want to play the game and that should be at
 the discretion of parents and carers.

TOP TiPs for Farents

A game of Fortnite can last up to
20 minutes, so be flexible when
it's time to putitaway.The
approach of ‘one more game’ as
opposed to’10 more minutes’
will stop any complaints thata
match is still ongoing. Better
still, play with your child and
take it in turns; that way you're
helping control the time played
and can keep an eye on what
they're experiencing.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

There’s no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
all about it. Fortnite is available for free
on almost anything you can imagine,
even your smartphone, so there’s never
been a better time to get involved and
see what all the fuss is about. You never
know, you might even be able to impress
your children when you show them your
e Victory Royale tally!
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Reporting Absence.

Following Mrs Prescott’s notification regarding changes to the reporting of absence, Parents / Carers have requested
a basic guide on how to report their child’s absence via the Arbor App. Hopefully the following will assist you.

From the main Arbor App login screen:
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Anti-Bullying Week: Growing a Kinder, Safer School Community

Last week, our school came together to recognise Anti-Bullying Week, a vital opportunity to reflect on how we can
continue building a kinder, safer, and more respectful community for all learners.

Across the week, a range of events and workshops took place to help students understand the importance of
empathy, positive choices, and standing up against all forms of bullying. These included:

e QOur Student Council and Diversity Council led thought-provoking assemblies for Years 8, 9, and 10, focusing
on respect, inclusion, and the power of student voice in shaping a positive school culture.

e The Gideons visited Year 7, speaking about kindness, respect, and the impact small actions can have on
others.

e SHOT agency delivered important sessions to Years 9, 10, and 11, exploring topics such as consent, online
sexual abuse, and bullying—helping our older learners understand their responsibilities and how to stay
safe.

Bullies Out worked with Years 7 and 8, providing guidance on recognising and dealing with online abuse, and
empowering learners to use digital spaces responsibly.

Key Staff also took part in updated safeguarding training in partnership with Cardiff and the Vale Safeguarding
Board, ensuring we remain equipped to support and protect every student.

These activities reflect our ongoing commitment as a staff team to support learners in making positive choices,
fostering kindness, and promoting respect, values at the heart of our school community.

Together, we will continue to build an environment where every learner feels safe, valued, and able to thrive.
Kind regards,

Mrs Hayley Toms
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Director of Lower School



A week in sport

The year 10 rugby team faced a raw Pencoedtre team this week away in the sunshine.@ Both teams
benefited from playing a variety of players, allowing them the opportunity to play in different positions.
Both teams had large periods of the game where they looked threatening and played expansive rugby,
Llantwit were just the more experienced side and that showed as the game progressed. That didn’t stop
Pencoedtre playing to the end, carrying hard, tackling harder and making it extremely difficult for the away
team. Final score, Llantwit Major 53 - 7 Pencoedtre. @ #teamllantwit

Try scorers: Jacob Puddick, @ jonah Hickman,a Jack CoIIins,a Cole Cornwall,a Eddie Mullis, @
Tommy Roberts, @ Gethin Williams & & Ollie Morris. @

Conversions: Jonah Hickman @@ & Jack Collins. @@

Mr Crocker’s men of the match: Cole Cornwall . & Morgan Connor Parker. 4

Another excellent rugby club this week run by Mr Nunes. - #teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKozQYqk-SHLQfP6wxkf5wrkUjdJjftJgkivAaHAFRs5p38SyIQJg0_pFDQyYx7CeOWPMTW8EZJ-BeQ84e20w0LWaNS7QsGjq21eyZ0E1pTzVjZ3unCqeTHmXOG0NuGSQccgGCoA7kbPXemoJmRALreWkfDQvPx1SWlcLubf6EYKtVzeXkIqEX8rimbQwVZtg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWw0bcZ_dgxQ0cJ62bMDugKMiBJ9tcUfZ2MAZ_KjhR6aPfOp0tLyweIrl1MUgeP2-Z5mvNHk6N9T6jmmGtbO7cUTAzDSxXfZtGLQQTlFWNcH1Mesv1oZmdBzGgsd20-wIPt0Kmktbbzk7WQAH5lYkXq&__tn__=*NK-R

A good run out this week for our Year 9 football team against an always tough Bro Morgannwg side. The
game finished 6-0, but the team put in an excellent display in multiple facets of the game and kept pushing
right to the final whistle. It was also a chance to provide opportunities for learners to play in other
positions. If it wasn’t for some world-class goalkeeping from the home side, we’d have been on the
scoresheet!

This performance gave us a chance to see where we are heading into our next cup fixture against Radyr —
dates to be confirmed soon. 14 A special mention to Yestyn Rees for that unbelievable touch on the
sideline. Some are calling it Ronaldinho-esque!

Mr Nunes’ Player of the Match: & Joseph James. & #teamllantwit

1

A cold but very enjoyable football club this week. +%'**Thank you to the year 12 sport students Tilda
Wilson, Cari Jarvis and Rosie-Jo Bishop who helped run the session and were more competitive than most
of the pupils in attendance. * #teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV36xRO41GlbTt2RbcW1YDKpr2WsMpUyr2SiRX_POqKQpXvp27ILhwIdHYLF-wV8IFZili2zAZmcxsEhei4FEaohpNnoguojD0EXgfnAS-621kxr8aTA-8HFaRgpFinOFoSXfDhDmF37VL-cJWNvMxrkLy4taRLg7ghZBrpucfbk7knmGuLaBSyKbgwN5eNNfw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW2ggFmCA8vtQeNeWHXaqfKpA85b8DoFsVv0vjhayq-FtOUm4-tN1_jqkxMie7_KqtfVAarpcAWVgWyxNjGTCQnVDMjRpt0BKmGvas8Isqqi42vD4YV_xDPew3RrpmvCyd1sHBOfpnkOZn9bl3byG2qYnwo2gd6GqFPNelq6UfYEOLXyPaPngVc6mtOWel7bP0&__tn__=*NK-R

Another full basketball club with a range of KS3 and KS4 learners attending. @ Basketball club runs:
WEEK 1 — Wednesday.

WEEK 2 — Tuesday.

#teamllantwit

MFL News

Congratulations to these students for having their posters selected to represent the school in the Global School
Alliance European Day of Languages competition. The competition was to create a poster to reflect how learning
languages is beneficial, either through Opening Hearts or Opening Minds. Schools from all over the world took part
and whilst none of our students won the overall prize, their efforts were recognised in school, as well as with a
certificate from the Global School Alliance. It’s great to see that our Year 7 students promoting the value of learning
languages.

Bravo a Flo, Daisy, Ethan, Darcy, Lily-Mae and Flo W!


https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSzui7AimeruyQeeWhFEOlaUIaoO0nyi6OHqp2yRDnFa1PolFjNigWIuYGBAobCEu2FW8D4F3TPlYupZudbMPVsE_5o4sqpXdkf-kbbCt5e6MGgp2G_mgH1uDzqRl62hBCydY0MDZPngJA0ZpS-ZgQN1qprxmm_FBuso9NfqX-1wxHrLsw5L3Hos2oH6xaHAY&__tn__=*NK-R

Yr10 Celebrant Visit

Our Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies class recently had the valuable opportunity to meet David Steep, a local
celebrant who kindly visited the school to share insights into his work. The session formed an important part of the
GCSE theme on rites of passage and the ways in which different worldviews respond to death, grief, and
remembrance.

David began by explaining his role as a celebrant and the sensitive responsibilities involved in supporting families
during some of the most challenging moments of their lives. He spoke about the process of liaising with families,
often meeting them soon after a bereavement to listen to their stories, learn about the individual who has died, and
understand what mattered most to them. This careful, compassionate approach allows him to craft funeral services
that feel truly personal and meaningful.

The class were particularly interested to hear how every funeral is different, shaped by the wishes, personalities, and
beliefs of the family. David described how people often request a range of elements to be included in a service—
such as favourite pieces of music, symbolic rituals, special readings, and moments of silence or reflection. He also
explained how poetry can offer comfort, trigger memories, or express emotions that are difficult to put into words.

One of the most powerful parts of the
session focused on the creation of
personalised eulogies. David shared how
he weaves together memories,
anecdotes, and key milestones from a
person’s life to ensure that the service
does more than mark their passing, it
celebrates their achievements, values,
relationships, and the impact they had
on others.

Overall, the visit helped students gain a
much deeper understanding of how
funerals can honour an individual’s life
while providing support, dignity, and
comfort to those left behind.
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School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 24" November 2025 / Week 11
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 24 2025 Wythnos 11

Monday 24th November /
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 24

Tuesday 25th November /
Dydd Mawrth Tachwedd 25

Wednesday 26th November /
Dydd Mercher Tachwedd 26

Thursday 27th November /
Dydd lau Tachwedd 27

Friday 28th November /

Dydd Gwener Tachwedd 28

Week Beginning — Monday 1st December 2025 / Week 12

Dydd Lun Rhagfyr 1 2025 Wythnos 12
Monday 1st December / Yr9 SEREN Trip /

Dydd Llun Rhagfyr 1 Parent Forum — Wellbeing & Ethos

Tuesday 2nd December /
Dydd Mawrth Rhagfy 2

Wednesday 3rd December /
Dydd Mercher Rhagfy 3

Thursday 4th December /
Dydd lau Rhagfy 4

Friday 5th December /
Dydd Gwener Rhagfy 5




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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