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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to the latest edition of Major News and huge apologies for its late release.

Year 11 parents and carers received an email last week informing you that we are in the process of organising the
prom. The Year 11 team are busy liaising with venues currently and will be in touch soon with final details.

As a senior leadership team, we are really keen to give parents the opportunity to talk directly with us regarding
school improvement and are committed to expanding these opportunities this academic year. Each parent forum
this year will be led by a different member of the senior leadership and will be related to their school improvement
area. Our first of the year was led by Mr Wagner, Assistant Headteacher, and there was a really useful discussion
around our reporting systems. Parents told us what information they need/ want about their child and we have
therefore made changes to the reports you will receive this year. Parents also told us they would like an overview of
exactly what their child is studying when and Lower School parents will have these in the next few weeks.

Our next parent forum will take place on Monday 1°* December at 5pm and will be led by Mrs Prescott, Assistant
Headteacher. Mrs Prescott will talk to parents about our engagement policy, our rewards and reminders systems,
how we use Arbor and the things we are doing this year to cultivate a positive school ethos and build productive
links with the wider community. We need your ideas! If you are able to attend, please email
parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk to confirm. If there is a topic/area that you would like to be discussed at a
future parent forum, please email the parent forum inbox and we will be sure to include it on future agenda items.

Finally, we are reintroducing the senior leadership drop-in sessions that | held when | first took up post in the
summer term of 2023. The first of these will take place on Thursday 4" December between 15.00 and 17.00 in the
main hall. This is an opportunity for any parent/carer to pop in and a have a chat with the senior leadership team
about any aspect of school life, or if you prefer, to just come along and meet the team so you may put names to
faces.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr



http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp
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Safequarding

Children are using smart devices from a much younger age than ever before. It’s why it’s essential we talk to our
children about how to use them safely. There are so many positive benefits to the new technology at our disposal
these days - however there are plenty of downsides too. As a parent, it’s important you understand these risks and
how you can take steps to protect your family against them.
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PUT YOURSELF 2 PROTECTING ANDROID DEVICES n‘
IN Co NTROL You can set up restricted users on Android tablets through
a Google account. Open the settings menu (look for a cog
Make use of the parental control icon) and select the ‘Users” option. Here you can add a new
settings available to you. With most F ") restricted user. After setting up a password and username,
devices, you're able to change the select which applications you want to restrict access to. On
settings to control the content your an Android smartphone it’s similar, but first select ‘Parental ©
child has access to. This isn’t difficult Controls’ in the play store. 5
to do, as you'll often find guidance
in the instructions that come with '

the device. By setting a private pin TH IN K ABOUT ALL YOUR
s bk el s i PROTECTING APPLE DEVICES g 3 SMART DEVICES

make sure your child can only access
itwhen you allow it. For Apple devices, you can simply visit the preferences/settings As well as tablets and smartphones, you
menu and within ‘General” there is an option for 'Restrictions’. should think about any device in your home
Hereyou can turn off any applications or features on your connected to the Internet: a games console,
child’s device that you do not want them to have access to. amedia hub, or a personal computer. In each
case you can usually find parental controls in
' the settings. Think carefully about how much

- access you want to allow your child, especially
5 MAKE SEARCHING MUCH SAFER

when it comes to accessing the Internet.
Most search engines, such as Google, Bing or Yahoo, have
a ‘safe search’ setting. You should activate this. Otherwise,

' . it's extremely easy for a seemingly harmless search on the

| t to return pected and inappropriate results,

Depending on the browser you're using, go to the settings
’/ﬁl and search for ‘safe search’. Make sure you save the change so
&@ ; it defaults each time you open the browser. This will seriously
reduce the chances of your child being exposed to something

they shouldn’t be.
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6 REGULARLY CHECK SOCIAL | r_' DON’T LET PEOPLE SEE
MEDIA SETTINGS WHERE YOU ARE

Before you allow your child to use sacial media, you should - Location software sounds useful for seeing where your child is, but it
discuss the dangers with them. You should also make sure also provides the opportunity for others to locate your child too, For
you're able to access their profile and privacy settings and safety, it's a good idea to disable location software on all devices or
check them regularly. The companies behind social media atleast turn it off when it's notrequired. Also, be mindful of specific
platforms often make privacy changes without making it apps that record running routes or locations where your child

very obvious to the user, such as Facebook's introduction might be playing a game. Talk to your child about why these can be
of facial recagnition software. L dangerous and how to turn the setting on and off as required. 4
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WATCH OUT FOR KEEP A CHECK ON SCREEN TIME
FAKE PROFILES Managing how much time we spend on screens is a new

challenge for us all. It's critically important when it comes to
Sadly, social media presents an enormous children, especially younger children whe are still developing.
apportunity for the likes of paedophiles It’s not just a case of setting arbitrary time limits. Guidelines
to set up fake profiles and interact with published by The Royal College of Pediatrics and Child Health
children. Keep a track of the pecple your suggests it’s more important to consider the ‘context and
child interacts with on social media and content’ of what the screen is being used for. Still, it is helpful
if you do notrecognise a user as a friend, to put limits on devices using ‘Guided Access’ functions,
consider blocking them. which you can find in the settings of certain devices,

Mee{ our experf

Emma Davis was a secondary school
Computer Science teacher for more than
decade. Since leaving education, she has
been working in a cyber security firm
delivering cyber awareness training to
businesses and carrying out network
testing. She isa mother of a five-year-old,
she’s had vast experience of controlling
and managing how children access online
services and use apps.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 10.04.2019




Reporting Absence.

Parents / Carers have several ways that they can report their child’s absence from school, via email, the Arbor Parent
App or by calling the school directly. As a school we recommend using the App as it is the quickest and most efficient
way to report this.

However, currently when calling the school, several parents/careers when listening to the greeting message are
electing to hold for reception to report their child absent, rather than selecting the dedicated option to report
directly to the attendance officer.

As the office staff handle other calls, when they do receive such a call or need to listen to an answerphone message,
this can cause a delay in the attendance register being updated.

Please could all parents / careers please ensure that when calling the school that they select option 1 for pupil
absence.

If the attendance officer is taking another call, please leave an answerphone message and be assured that they will
be able to quickly review this and update the register directly.

We are currently reviewing the existing methods for reporting attendance with a view to simplifying things for
parents / carers and will update you with any changes in due course. In the meantime can we encourage you to use
the app rather than phoning the school.

Student Council & Diversity Team

A huge thank you to our amazing Student Council and Diversity Team for their powerful and inspiring Anti-Bullying
assemblies this week! = @

Your passion and commitment to making our school a kinder, more inclusive place have truly shone through. We
can’t wait to see the exciting ideas and initiatives you have planned to keep improving our school community.

You've been fantastic ambassadors and role models for everyone. Well done!

Mrs H Toms Mitchard

Helping Young People Thrive

When: 10am -12pm
Where: Cardiff Meeting House, 43 Charles Street, Cardiff, CF10 2GB

Who: Anyone who cares for a young person on the neurodivergent pathway | Anyone who cares for a young person
experiencing anxiety | Anyone who cares for a young person who is experiencing school attendance difficulties.

Expect a warm, supportive group of like-minded others, tea, coffee and snacks, a chance to share your experiences,
ask questions and have a space to process.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1754755072659?aff=oddtdtcreator

www.augmentingtherapy.com
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A week in sport

And she’s off. ~ 1/ Congratulations to year 10 GCSE PE pupil Lily Davies, who set off for her first international
football camp. & Lily initially headed for the Netherlands where she played against the Dutch team. —_— Lily then
travelled to Belgium to play the second international game. h

Come on Lily and Wales. “&#teamllantwit

CYMRU ITINERARY

#TOGETHERSTRONGER

WOMEN’S UNDER 16
g™ - 14™ NOVEMBER 2025

The sixth form football team welcomed
Atlantic College to a very Windy Llantwit
Major this week. * Llantwit had the wind
first half and managed to capitalise going 1-
0 up early, thanks to a finish from Fraser
Nash. v Atlantic College soon equalised,
and we went into the second half 1-1! The
second half started, and the wind picked up
but that didn’t stop Matthew Bramhall
scoring a screamer and putting the ball in
the top corner. L¥Llantwit tried pushing,
but against the wind it was hard trying to
move the ball past halfway, eventually the
pressure got too much, and Atlantic college
came back with a great goal to equalise.

With 8 minutes left Alex Robson looked like he had taken the lead with a left foot strike when all were beaten except
the goal post. Minutes left, Atlantic college scored an excellent free kick to give the visitors the lead. The away team

then added another goal and the game finished 4-2. A great game and great to see sixth form football back!
(Some missing from the photo). #teamllantwit

Goal scorers: Fraser Nash v+ & Matthew Bramhall. f_-" __
Mr Crocker’s men of the match: Joseph Kincaid Pz Hayvice.


https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJcl7B0r5U38f_FKeZIlZ1MFe53vd86KeWs0XTQCivoCyqKa2EKwUeUK3Qpr-1oYpAUV8lNVVmU1E8as9LHMOWpO4aB5EOooagXZriiIDbMjy20mUymJfbgLIGkfFouiPISNUFW-HHTO8X-b_B37H24tcd7jzk-uIY4NFet9qUcKTEVwU0R7bzQLz48QUI1Yk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXv2M0pq8jcHkYhY56ARgdG9lDoXoX2VJ1XAYBJppuRtLN-_aFFUjfRb7MrsnnCAwieo0SuN7lupZ9unCR5rXaOvdBX067_4QToZ0OPgS_59YHTv2R02uZ23KWde8V9o7J1nnyVQTvgIQZVNIOfJzWPJ6ELfKOTqamETnilQBPWqK_vXFpNmPFZWRwm2LfXN9U&__tn__=*NK-R

An extremely popular basketball club this week with over 30 pupils taking part. * Well done to year 12’s sport pupil
Keenan Faulkner for supporting the running of the club. 0 Today’s MVP voted by Mr Crocker is year 7 Alfie Burgess.

f#iteamllantwit

A game of two halves for our Year 9 rugby team this week. After a slow start, Llantwit found themselves trailing 22—7
at the break, with a well-earned try from Ethan Stockwell putting us on the board. But after a halftime orange and a
few words of encouragement, the boys came out transformed. - They played with grit, passion, and displayed
moments of great skill, clawing their way back into the match. With just 10 minutes left, the score was 27-24 and all
the momentum was with Llantwit. The comeback was on!

In the final moments, Bro Morgannwg showed their class with some clinical finishing, sealing the game 44-24.

Despite the result, the second half was a performance full of promise, showing what this team is capable of. - Try
scorers: Ethan Stockwell, @@ Harry Brown-Pilcher & @ Daniel Matthews.a Conversions: Leo Carbis x 2

Mr Nunes’ Players of the Match: James Matthews, « Jude Fox & . Ethan Stockwell.
#teamllantwit
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWZ1jNHMQZ6BHgIPdiOtw0cEJeQwsGKjHuf0IUO-pGMSU-dFDSXYU2OVE5lxbqZuwW1I-GhG1TFBIPXx9gGgKN7gL-9tMD2Tj2SGcptVedLRliXRA67wG8swMCO89ZwotHKAwDuVsPWN7Mr0kmecdLaJyNaCO4J39-Fb0wxYrQtxmnkyZiCqiXqIP14gq2FKcA&__tn__=*NK-R

Health and Wellbeing Leader Harry Newsham is running indoor football club on Fridays for year 7 and 8. A
reminder that the club is also open to all pupils in years 9 & 10, so please come along and join in the fun.
#teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU2bSht1sFmFB5D84r5-Y5lfyzVGk4GYp5KFz-BlwXd4HGD9NfNYdyXgJgy2_S_efijSxb6s3GiFH_2wRRQxbzZNp_pYTH7IJCUHSENWGTCZP-TabX2Qt1UCtMu9qJzujD4apDQdhIlgWXpqUixHgcb72qkdXvHw6osZ3bDdSqpmk5Y4wTp2uCksfm2OHIv7Wc&__tn__=*NK-R

Remembrance Day

Remembrance Sunday is a national opportunity to remember the service and sacrifice of all those that have
defended our freedoms and protected our way of life.

This year's Remembrance Sunday Parade was attended by two of Llantwit Major School's Service Children
Ambassadors. Sophia and Aneirin joined service personnel from the University Air Squadron, local Veterans and
representatives from other local schools and groups in a parade through Llantwit Major and proudly laid a wreath at
the Cenotaph on schools’ behalf.

Da iawn a diolch Sophia and Aneirin, and to our whole school
community who donated to the RBL Poppy Appeal and respectfully

honoured the two minutes silence on Armistice Day.

With love and pride, we remember your sacrifice.




Seren Year 10 Visit - Jesus College, Oxford.

On Tuesday 12th November, Year 10 Seren students travelled to Jesus College, Oxford, for an inspiring day exploring
university life. From the moment we arrived, the atmosphere was filled with curiosity and excitement as we stepped
into one of Oxford’s historic colleges. The visit offered us a glimpse into what studying at such a prestigious
university might be like, encouraging us to think about our own futures and ambitions.

Student report:

‘Today, we went on a school trip to Jesus
College in Oxford. Not only was this trip
educational but very enjoyable! Student Deizel
Powell believed, “the trip was a good
experience and the people there were very
welcoming.” A year 10 student, Abigail Payne
said “l was really glad | went and it gave me
more insight into what university life will be
like” and Jacob Lockwood said “there was a lot
of information based on the university, the
subjects and Oxford as a whole!” Additionally,
we had the opportunity to ask some students
what they thought about the university and
their opinion on what the college offers. This
trip was very interesting, interactive and
informative because we had time to communicate with people from other schools, participated in a “think like an
Oxford student” experience, had the chance to look around Oxford and even have a taste of what a lecture would be
like! During the lecture we focused on the idea of “what is the meaning of life?”. We learnt all sorts of theories on
how life began and all shared and communicated thoughts. Near the end of the lecture, we picked subjects to talk
about such as maths and psychology which were also very interesting. (Freya Moore, Year 10).’

Overall, the visit to Jesus College was a memorable and
eye-opening experience that left us all feeling
motivated about the possibilities ahead. It helped us
understand more about what university life involves
and showed us that aiming high is achievable with hard
work and curiosity. The trip was both inspiring and
enjoyable, giving us lasting memories and a clearer
vision for the future.




School Calendar — upcoming events

Week Beginning — Monday 17" November 2025 / Week 10
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 17 2025 Wythnos 10

Monday 17th November /
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 17

Tuesday 18th November /
Dydd Mawrth Tachwedd 18

Wednesday 19th November /
Dydd Mercher Tachwedd 19

Thursday 20th November / Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Dydd lau Tachwedd 20

Friday 21st November /

Dydd Gwener Tachwedd 21
Week Beginning — Monday 24" November 2025 / Week 11
Dydd Lun Tachwedd 24 2025 Wythnos 11

Monday 24th November /
Dydd Llun Tachwedd 24

Tuesday 24th November /
Dydd Mawrth Tachwedd 24

Wednesday 24th November /
Dydd Mercher Tachwedd 24

Thursday 24th November /
Dydd lau Tachwedd 24

Friday 25th November /
Dydd Gwener Tachwedd 25




Winter Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Spring Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

Summer Term:

Start:

Half term:

End:

INSET Days:

INSET Day 1:
INSET DAY 2:
INSET DAY 3:
INSET DAY 4:
INSET DAY 5:
INSET DAY 6:

Bank Holiday

Key Academic Dates 2025-26

Monday 1% September 2025*
e 2" September — Y7 & Y12 return to school.
e 3" September — All other year groups return to school.

Monday 27" October to Friday 31° October 2025

Friday 19'" December 2025

Monday 5% January 2026
Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Friday 27" March 2026

Monday 13 April 2026
Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Friday 17" July 2026

Monday 1% September 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Monday 2" February 2026
Monday 23™ March 2026
Friday 24™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026



General Information

Contacting School
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other areas of
the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school

day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that
day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Hall — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

YearlOTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form
Mrs Griffiths — Sixth Form Wellbeing Officer

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@I|lantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic Email Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay®@llantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — outside of school.

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1% July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school
day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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