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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

Could | please draw your attention to the separate communication that will be sent out a little later today
regarding the recent Estyn report and way forward.

It was wonderful to see the efforts of all of our Year 10 and 11 learners that are currently on work experience
pathways being celebrated at what is now becoming an annual rewards ceremony last week. We are extremely
grateful to Atlantic College for hosting and for all parents and staff that showed their support.

May | also draw your attention to the forthcoming Year 9 Parents’ Evening which takes place on Thursday 14™" May
at the school. In response to parent voice, this will be a face-to-face event and Year 9 learners will be given
appointment sheets so they may book slots next week. Please ensure your child knows your availability.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable long weekend.

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr
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Celebration of Success

Year 12 enjoyed a successful and informative
trip to the ICC this week. There were a wide
range of talks and stalls for learners to visit,
covering topics such as student finance,
personal statements, and guidance on
choosing the right university and course. A
number of Russell Group universities were in
attendance, alongside a variety of
apprenticeship providers. The event provided
an excellent opportunity for learners to
explore their next steps and, of course, pick up
a few freebies along the way!

Alex Robson

Congratulatio o Alex for being awarded Player of the
Season for the lc | team, Major Merlins. Not only
did he win the award, but they gave him a very
y take with him to university. Da
loping this talent and enjoy every

Sarah Banks

Congratulations to Sarah on her amazing ¢
week in the Jiyjitsu Junior Natio

Thank you to all parents/carers and learners
who attended the Student Finance Evening on
Thursday. We hope the session was
informative and helped to make the process
clearer. Just a reminder: you do not need a
confirmed place at a university or college to
apply for student finance, and applications
must be submitted no later than nine months
after the start of the academic year.

Finally, today sees the start of study leave for
Year 12. We wish all learners the very best of
luck with their forthcoming examinations and
look forward to welcoming all learners back
after work experience wjc 8" June.

sonsnn i I L antwit ARKangel of the

This week's facus is an two egies that are both efficient and effective: flashcards and mind maps, both of which promote

active learni nd long-term retention. Week
Flashcards are a highly effective tool for practising active recall—one of the most powertul ways to strengthen memory. By
writing & question or key term on one side and the answer on the athey, learners can regularly test themselves rather than
simply re-reading notes. | n used with spaced repetition, flashcards help move knowledge into long-term memory and

spect and kindness are at the core of

improve recall under exam conditions. They are also highly portable, making them ideal for shorr, focused revision sessions a8 ing we do here in Llantwit Major Sixth Form.

on the go. ognise the efforts of our learners, we have
ke started a vard whereby learners nominate

To maximise their impact: A Y

o Keep content concise [key facts, definitions, case study data) each other for a chance to win a £5 Amazon voucher.

¢ Regularly shuffle and revisit cards
* Remove or revisit cards depending on confidence levels FOCU S - K' nd ness
Mind maps, on the other hand, are excellent for organising and connecting ideas. They allow learners to break down complex

ropics into clear, visual structu elping to show redationships between concepts, processes and case studies. This
supports deeper understanding, rather than surface-level memarisation.

Mind maps are particularly useful when:

Planning extended exam answers

Revising entire topics or themes

Identifying links between different areas of the course
To be effective, mind maps should:

Start with a clear central idea

Use colour, arrows and key words (not full sentences)
¢ Include examples and case study detail

When used together, these strategies complement each other effectively. mind maps help leamers organise and understand
content, while flashcards help them retain and recall it. Both approaches encourage active engagement, improve
confidence, and help learners identity gaps in their knowledge.

Dates for your diary

Holiday
‘ear 12 Study Le

26 - Year 13 last day



Residential Programme at New College, University of Oxford

Congratulations to Year 11’s Sam Lee, Isaac Davies, Emi Lloyd and Year 12 Ffion Jones, who have been
invited to attend this year’s residential programme at New College, University of Oxford, in August.
We are absolutely delighted that they have been given this fantastic opportunity to explore
your subjects in greater depth at Oxford. A huge well done to them all on this outstanding
achievement!

Year 12 News

Music Exam Success

Congratulations to Connor Jones for achieving Grade 7 Voice with distinction. This is an exceptional
achievement!

Seren News

Phoebe Joyce Webb Year 12 has successfully secured a place at Aberystwyth University summer
school residential. She will be taking an active part in Veterinary Studies in June/July. We wish
her all the best.

Reminder: Year 12 registration (on Seren Space) for the Seren Mentoring Programme closes on 5th May.

Year 9 PCE

The Year 9 parents consultation evening will take place on Thursday 14 May at the school. This is a face-
to-face parents evening and your child will make appointments with their teachers. Appointment sheets
will be distributed to learners at the end of next week and will include 5-minute appointments between
the times of 3.30pm and 6pm.

Year 11 News

Erin Hillier in Year 11 has been awarded a prestigious two-year placement at UWC Bosnia and
Herzegovina for her sixth form studies. This outstanding achievement reflects her dedication,
academic ability and commitment to developing a global perspective. We warmly congratulate
Erin and wish her every success in this exciting new chapter




Atlantic College Work Experience Rewards

Last week, over 50 people attended Atlantic College for our second Work Experience Awards run by Mr Tomsa.
Representatives of some of the placements also attend to see the pupils be rewarded with certificates and meet
their families.

EBUWC
ATLANTIC

All pupils received a certificate. Real Skillz Team also gave a voucher to each
Real Skillz Pupil who attended and Mason George was awarded best worker
for Real Skillz. Mason has also just successfully secured an apprenticeship in
aerospace Engineering.

Leona Sansome received a certificate for learner of the year with Cardiff City Foundation.



Two special awards were also given out to pupils. Macie Cook (Year 10) received an award for her hard work and
dedication from Alysha who jointly owns Seaview Farm. Macie has been working at the farm for around a year and
is doing amazingly. She loves working with horses and is planning to go to Agricultural College.

The other award went to Jack Robson (Year 11) who goes to Marcross
Farm. Jack has been working there for over a year and arriving on site at
6.30am to support Hopkin, Sharon, Tony and the team in whatever needs
doing, usually animal maintenance. It was lovely that Tony and Sharon
were there to present the award to Jack. Jack also aims to go to
Agricultural College.




A Week in Sport

A huge well done to Year 8 pupils Max and Ross who were
again victorious last weekend, winning the cup at the

Porthcawl Rugby Festival! .. Winners are grinners
H#teamllantwit

Congratulations to Year 10 GCSE PE pupil Imogen Vecchi who
took part in the Somerset School combined events

championships this weekend. T This was Imogen’s first
heptathlon, competing over two days. Imogen finished 3rd
overall achieving four individual personal bests and a new
overall personal best score. ' #teamllantwit



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbAUJ1iq7rxDt5r2kSqQ0j0BGpjlBQ6MKwMbHIBkHVgwMdj9CSb1bDEsVGr5QJqyRE2JC4smmbhcsf3J7n5uX0hiOfSx5SDopoIPFOm2T6j-6QodvvXeR5G6H6JowYbMCaiDvhEDwv5e05MoSsaf1BUV__CJGA_R7D4LL5QETOCsCnNFHSL_yPh1GE1aO1CNgc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbU_ZpU-QzTloUnG443Ire4RLEbaj4Q7QyrdMYHckbBJxRtji1TyCeydK-fr9tF1iAc7DDDvdld5iAsc3sMZr64VWHIEXSjD1ZwjCODTUtHBOFUvEv-VIIbHSMvqVDV8uVhtOHLG_LHE-aFH_RZCQIpJio0_avyb_JsMQmjGMfULoDYuVrtsEDZEJuFFSbYbGI&__tn__=*NK*F

llantwit: Major School Presents

conceived and{developedibylDavid|De}Silva

Book by Jose Fernandez, Lyrics by Jacques Levy and Music by Steve Margoshes
TUESDAY 7TH - THURSDAY 9TH JULY 2026

TICKETS AVAILABLE ON TICKET SOURCE
DOORS OPEN AT b6:30PM SHOW STARTS 7:00PM
LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHODL THEATRE

Title Song * FAME " written by Dean Pitchford and Michael Gore. This amateur production is presented by

arrangement with Music Theatre International.
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by

MTI www.mtishows.co.uk




Week Beginning — Monday 04 May 2026
Dydd Lun 04 Mai 2026

Week 30
Wythnos 30

Monday 04 May
Dydd Llun 04 Mai

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 05 May
Dydd Mawrth 05 Mai

A level Art and Design Exams Week

Wednesday 06 May
Dydd Mercher 06 Mai

Chemistry Practical Exam

Thursday 07 May
Dydd lau 07 Mai

Friday 08 May
Dydd Gwener 08 Mal

Chemistry Practical Analysis Exam

Week Beginning — Monday 11 May 2026
Dydd Lun 11 Mai 2026

Week 31
Wythnos 31

Monday 11 May
Dydd Llun 11 Mai

Tuesday 12 May
Dydd Mawrth 12 Mai

Wednesday 13 May
Dydd Mercher 13 Mai

Thursday 14 May
Dydd lau 14 Mai

Yr 9 Parents Evening

Friday 15 May
Dydd Gwener 15 Mai

Key Academic Dates 2026

Monday 16" February to Friday 20" February 2026

Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026

Spring Term:

e Start: Monday 5% January 2026
e Half term:

e End: Friday 27" March 2026
Summer Term:

e Start: Monday 13" April 2026
e Half term:

e End: Friday 17" July 2026
INSET Days:

e INSET DAY 6:

e Bank Holiday

Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 202



General Information

Contacting School

Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following
page to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other
areas of the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items

We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school
day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form (available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter) will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for
that day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Malton — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

Yearl0Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Illantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@|llantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic E mail Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Arbour Enquiries

arbour@Ilantwitschool.org.uk



mailto:Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year9Team@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year10Team@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year11Team@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:sixthform@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:CymraegDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:HomeEcDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:MathsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:MFLDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:PEDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:RSDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk%22
mailto:ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:WelshBacc@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:parentpay@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:parentforum@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:arbour@llantwitschool.org.uk

Help and Support Information — Outside of School

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1 July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the
school day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant.
It also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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