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Message from the Headteacher

Welcome to this week’s edition of Major News.

Today is the last day of school for our Year 13 learners and they’ve enjoyed a wonderful day celebrating with their
year group and school staff. On behalf of all of us, we extend our warmest best wishes and congratulations to the
whole year group and wish them all the very best for the future. Mrs Trotman’s poem, which features in the “Sixth
Form Spotlight” session, really says it all!

Yesterday, we shared a joint message with you on behalf of the school, NEU and NASUWT, which is included here
just in case any parents missed it. A meeting took place on the 13" May and we've had productive talks with the
support of ACAS and the school and unions will continue to share information as discussions develop. All parties
will reconvene with ACAS shortly after we return from the half term break in the hope of making further progress.
Further information will be provided in due course in order to ensure you are fully updated.

Thank you to those of you that submitted comments and questions for the first of our online briefings which was
released last Friday. Edition two will be released next week and will focus on our plan around improving teaching
and learning. If you have any questions around this area that you would like to be addressed, please email
enquiries, entitling your email “questions- T and L- briefing 2” by 9am on Wednesday 20" May.

Many thanks to parents/carers for supporting the school in reinforcing our expectations that we are a no mobile
phones school this week. As a result, there have been less incidences of learners not following the policy and it
would be much appreciated if you could remind your child that this is, and will continue to be, the school’s
position.

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and | wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Kind Regards

Mrs C L Robins
Headteacher/Pennaeth
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr


http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp

N[ Sixth Form NG
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Seven years ago you came through the gate,
Tiny Year 7s arriving late.

Jumpers too big, ties all askew,

The years would fly by, if only you knew.
We've watched you grow through the laughter and stress,
Mock exams, deadlines and last minute mess.
From tutor time chats to revision despair,
You somehow survived, even with some questionable hair.

Mr Jones has led the Sixth Form with farmer-like pride,
With a strong female contingent propping up his side.
Talking tractors, chickens and things he must shoot,
Yet somehow still keeping you all on route.
Miss Rushworth taught Psychology with style and grace,
Even on crutches she kept up the pace.
Marking coursework till late while battling physio pain,
Still managing to keep you all positive and sane.
Mr Searle in Science, where do we start?
Turning “poo discussions” into educational art.
No matter the topic, no matter the group,
Somehow every lesson came back to poop.

Mrs Evans in Business kept profit margins alive,
Creating future CEOs and instilling passion and drive.
Teaching cash flow, branding and entrepreneurial flair,
Even when motivation vanished into thin air.

Mrs Carpenter made Geography strangely exciting,
Case studies, rivers and essays worth writing.
Always reminding you: “Evaluate!” once more,

As if AO2 wasn't haunting you before.

Mrs Griffiths, she was a true Sixth Form queen,

The calmest support that's ever been seen.

Always there with wisdom and care,

Helping you through all the stress and despair.
Trotman, the legend, the writer of this rhyme,
She's been in Llantwit since the beginning of time.
From wiping your tears to making you tea,

With biscuits, smiles and the odd profanity.

But beyond the laughs and classroom fun,
Remember your journey has only just begun.
Take every opportunity, throw yourself in,
Because the greatest rewards come when you risk and win.
Work hard, stay humble, say yes, explore,

Open every possible door.

Travel widely, laugh loudly and love hard too,
Ensure you become the very best version of you.
Life won't always go according to plan,
Relationships, jobs and the occasional car prang.
But keep showing up, keep giving your best,
Because resilience matters far more than the rest.
As some of you leave for uni halls,
Apprenticeships, jobs and unfamiliar walls,
Whatever your pathway, wherever you roam,

We hope you’ll always think of this place as home.
Come back and visit, don’t disappear,

we'll still be here from year to year.

Tell us your stories, successes and tales,
Even the ones where adult life fails.

So go chase your dreams and make us proud,
Stand out boldly within the crowd.
Remember, wherever life may take you next,
Don’t forget where it started - here at LMS!



Seren Oxford Debate — Learner Reflection

We travelled to Oxford from the 19th to the 20th of March in order to represent South Wales at the National
Debating Championships held in Oxford (Jesus College). While in Oxford, we explored the historical colleges
throughout the city, and it was a great opportunity to see what university life could be like, walking around seeing
this very historic academic environment made us feel excited and inspired.

The main highlight of our trip was the debates that we took part in. We had a very challenging two rounds of
debates that pushed us to our limits as for the first time we had to speak in front of experienced judges and to
debate some of the best teams in the country, being pushed well outside of our comfort zone. To make it through
successfully we needed to be able to think quickly and to believe in the arguments that we prepared previously as
well as to be able to respond quickly and decisively under pressure.

As teammates we all worked together really well and supported each other and we continued to improve
throughout each round. In addition we gained much more confidence, improved our public speaking and critical
thinking due to the experience that we gained from this trip.

We learned many things from this trip, but the biggest take away for us is that we now have a much better
understanding of what a traditional academic setting can offer and therefore it will motivate us to work very hard
at university level to achieve success.

Ruben Jarrett - Year 9 Seren Debate Team Member

Working Together for a Positive Learning Environment

We would like to share that, over the coming weeks, we will be placing a renewed and consistent focus on our
expectations regarding mobile phones and earphones to ensure they are fully understood by all learners.
As you will be aware, Llantwit Major School operates as a no mobile phone and no earphones school. This
expectation is in place to support a calm, focused learning environment and to minimise distractions throughout
the school day.
Recently, we have seen an increase in instances where this expectation has not been consistently followed,
including some cases of refusal when devices are challenged. In light of this, we feel it is important to address this
now to ensure clarity and consistency for all learners.
We would like to remind you that:

e Mobile phones and earphones must be switched off and kept out of sight at all times during the school

day

e If a phone or earphones are seen or heard, they will be confiscated immediately

e Confiscated items will be returned at the end of the school day

e Refusal to hand over a device will result in further escalation in line with our behaviour policy
We are asking for your support in reinforcing this message at home so that all learners understand what is
expected of them before they arrive at school each day.
By working together, we can ensure that our school remains a calm and purposeful environment where all learners
are able to focus and succeed.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs Prescott
Assistant Headteacher



A Week in Sport

A fantastic day this week for the Year 7 and 8 boys
in the U14 Cardiff and Vale Athletics competition,
x everyone represented the school impeccably
and was great to see the team competing for as
many points as possible.

A special mention to both Year 7 pupils Gino
Caramella and Fletcher Garrett who competed a
year up.

1 #teamllantwit

. Well done to 3 of our brilliant Silver Sports Ambassadors
for helping out at the Multi-Sport event haled at Y Bont
Faen Primary School. 2 successful warm ups for 200+ Year
3 and 4 pupils and lots of support and encouragement
along the way.

Congratulations to all 3 of you!

#teamllantwit

A huge well done to Year 11 pupils Lexi Carbis and
Gabriella Barrington who became double Plate
winners on the weekend with their team, Falcons
U16s, beating Merthyr 44-10 at Rodney Parade. 1®
#teamllantwit




Well done to Year 8 pupil Alba Deacon and her teammates (Ogwr Hawks) who won the plate finals this weekend

against the Dunvant Dragons 29-17. 1@
#teamllantwit

Not even a year into their athletics adventure together,
Year 9 pupils Matt and Ethan competed in the Welsh
regional outdoor championships i

Between them they completed 5 events and got 5 PBs!
Well done to Ethan who won a gold in the 100m hurdles,
silver in the High Jump and bronze in the 300m 233
Well done to both of you and how great to see them
competing as friends.

#teamllantwit

Well done to Year 10 GCSE PE pupil Imogen Vecchi who took part
in the regional championships. x imogen won a gold in the

long jump, a gold in the hurdles, and a bronze in the 100m.

LR .
» @ Amazing work.

#teamllantwit




Well done to Year 9 pupil
Bethan Thomas who
captained Cogan U15s
this year. They have had
an excellent season and
won both the league and
cup. 2 They went
unbeaten all season.
#teamllantwit

More silverware for Year 8 pupils Max and Ross who can
now call themsleves Cardiff Cup Champions! &

Well done to them and allinvolved in the Pontyclun team.

H#teamllantwit

Well done to Year 11 GCSE
PE pupil Daniel Galliford and
the Cardiff and Vale U16s on
becoming national
champions. 2

A huge well done from all of
us here at #teamllantwit




llantwit Major School Bresents

THEMUSIEALE

conceivedand(developed|bylDavid|DetSilva

Book by Jose Fernandez, Lyrics by Jacques Levy and Music by Steve Margoshes
TUESDAY 7TH - THURSDAY 9TH JULY 2026

TICKETS AVAILABLE ON TICKET SOURCE
DOORS OPEN AT b6:30PM SHOW STARTS 7:00PM
LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHODL THEATRE

Title Song * FAME * written by Dean Pitchford and Michael Gore. This amateur production is presented by

arrangement with Music Theatre International.
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by

MTI www.mtishows.co.uk




Week Beginning — Monday 11 May 2026
Dydd Lun 18 Mai 2026

Week 32
Wythnos 32

Monday 18 May
Dydd Llun 18 Mai

Tuesday 19 May
Dydd Mawrth 19 Mai

Wednesday 20 May
Dydd Mercher 20 Mai

Thursday 21 May
Dydd lau 21 Mai

Friday 22 May
Dydd Gwener 22 Mai

Week Beginning — Monday 25 May 2026
Dydd Lun 25 Mai 2026

Week 33
Wythnos 33

Monday 25 May
Dydd Llun 25 Mai

Half Term

Tuesday 26 May
Dydd Mawrth 26 Mai

Half Term

Wednesday 27 May
Dydd Mercher 27 Mai

Half Term

Thursday 28 May
Dydd lau 28 Mai

Half Term

Friday 29 May
Dydd Gwener 29 Mai

Half Term

Key Academic Dates 2026

Summer Term:

e Start: Monday 13" April 2026

e Half term: Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May 2026
e End: Friday 17" July 2026

INSET Days:

INSET DAY 6: Monday 20" July 2026




General Information

Contacting School

Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.

Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following
page to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher, their progress teams or other
areas of the school for assistance.

Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you.

Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8

Forgotten Items

We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school
day. Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.

In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure
student safety during lesson transitions.

Medication

Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to
dispense medication without parental consent.

If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form (available from main Reception to be collected by your
son/daughter) will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.

Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for
that day.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please
contact us at enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk



https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Contact email addresses

Pastoral Teams

Email Address

Miss Jefferies — Head of Year 7
Mrs Cox — Year 7 Wellbeing Officer

Year7Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Scrine — Head of Year 8
Mr Malton — Year 8 Wellbeing Officer

Year8Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Nunes — Head of Year 9
Miss Evans — Year 9 Wellbeing Officer

Year9Team@llantwitschool.org.uk

Miss Donaldson — Head of Year 10
Miss Marshall — Year 10 Wellbeing Officer

Yearl0Team@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mrs Watson — Head of Year 11
Miss Denscombe — Year 11 Wellbeing Officer

YearllTeam@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Mr Jones — Director of Sixth Form

sixthform@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Headteacher — Mrs C Robins

headteacher@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Department

Email Address

Additional Learning Needs Department

ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk

Art Department

ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Business/Careers Department

CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Cymraeg Department

CymraegDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

D&T Department

DTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

English Department

EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Geography Department

GeogDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

History Department

HistoryDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Home Economics

HomeEcDepartment@Illantwitschool.org.uk

ICT Department

ICTDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Maths Department

MathsDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

MFL Department

MFLDepartment@|llantwitschool.org.uk"

PE Department

PEDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Performing Arts Department

PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

RS Department

RSDepartment@Ilantwitschool.org.uk"

Science Department

ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk

Welsh Bacc Department

WelshBacc@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Generic E mail Accounts

Email Address

ParentPay Enquiries

parentpay@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

Parent Forum

parentforum@Ilantwitschool.org.uk

General School Enquiries

enquiries@llantwitschool.org.uk

Arbour Enquiries

arbour@Ilantwitschool.org.uk
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Help and Support Information — Outside of School

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant opened on the 1 July 2025 and closes on the
31°* May 2026. Removing barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the
school day, including school uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant.
It also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals:

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs

Services and support that help with food costs. Information on food vouchers and food banks.

Penarth food pod:
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our council/press and communications/latest news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx

Get help with household and energy bills.

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx
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