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Year 9 Options Evening  

18th March 2026  

5pm  Introduction  Main Hall  

5.20pm  Subject presentation 1  

These sessions take 
place in classrooms, 

please see the 
rooming below.  

5.40pm  Subject presentation 2  

6pm  Subject presentation 3  

6.20pm  Subject presentation 4  

6.40pm  
Opportunity for further 

advice/guidance  
Main Hall  

 

Venue information  

Art and Design  L4  
Photography   L4 

Textiles  L3  
Graphics   L8 

Product Design   L8 
Business  L11  

Drama  L27  
Geography  L18  

History  L16  
Food and Nutrition   L1 
Health and Social  L1 

French   M19 
Digital Technology (IT)  M8 

Music  L29  
Religious Studies  L9  

PE/Sport  M7  
Science - Triple   L22 

Sociology   L26 
Qualification Plus  Learning Hub  
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      Dear Learner, 

As you move through Year 9, it’s important to start thinking carefully about the choices you’ll make for 

September. Your option subjects will form a major part of your studies from the start of Year 10 to the end 

of Year 11, and changes once courses begin can be challenging to action. 

This options booklet is here to help you decide. Explore the subjects on offer and speak to staff—we’ll 

guide you towards choices where you can excel. Read each course description carefully and discuss your 

thoughts with parents, teachers, and older students so that you can make informed decisions. Remember, 

the compulsory core is a significant workload, so choose your options wisely. 

This year we are providing more guidance and structure to your decision making process. Each subject page 

is colour coded: 

●​ Blue indicates subjects in which more than half of the course is assessed via formal examinations 

●​ Red indicates subjects where more than half of assessment takes place as NEA (Non exam assessment 

which is similar to coursework) 

●​ Green indicates subjects which are 100% NEA, these include vocational subjects. 

Learners are most successful when subject choices reflect both interest and aptitude. Parents can help to 

support choices and standardised literacy and numeracy scores can be used as guidance. The scores can 

be accessed via ‘Personalised Assessments’ on your Hwb homepage. Speak to your teachers, check your 

progress on your written report, and consider whether your attitude to learning grades in the subject are 

appropriate to continue studying it. 

The senior leadership team will provide opportunity to discuss and consult on options choices with each 

learner and parent/carer, and further information on this process will be communicated in due course. 

Begin by considering the subjects you enjoy and do well in. You may also want to think about future 

goals—websites such as the National Careers Service can help you explore possible pathways. Even after 

you make your choices in the spring, it’s important to stay committed to all your current subjects so that 

you finish Year 9 successfully. 

Above all, we want you to be happy and successful in your upper school studies at Llantwit Major School, 

and we’re here to support you in making the choices that are right for you. 

Good luck! 

Mr M Wagner​

Assistant Headteacher 
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        The Upper School Curriculum: Overview 

Core Subjects 
  

To make sure that you study a balanced set of subjects in upper school, some courses are compulsory 

and everyone must follow them.  All secondary schools in Wales have a similar compulsory element as 

follows, leading to GCSE qualifications or equivalent: 

 

·         English Language and Literature 

·         Mathematics and Numeracy 

·         The Sciences 

·         Core Cymraeg 

·         Skills Challenge Certificate 

 

In addition, learners will also follow a programme of study in the following:- 

Physical Education and access to Careers guidance as well as Religion, Values and Ethics 

  

You will find information about the Core Subjects in the subject profiles section.  The profiles tell you 

more about the subject and about what kind of exam or qualification it leads towards. 

 

In addition to the core, learners have the opportunity to choose a further 3 subjects which form their 

option choices. The options subjects are detailed from page 14 onwards. As part of our options 

choices, we also offer vocational courses: 
  

Vocational Courses 

 

The Welsh Assembly Government has permitted secondary schools to provide some GCSE equivalent 

courses for learners from 14 to 19. The aim is to make sure as many learners as possible are given the 

chance to study courses and subjects that are relevant to them and that help them to prepare for the 

future. These courses are notable as they do not include formal examinations at the end of the course, 

the qualification is secured throughout the two years. We offer some vocational courses in school such 

as WJEC Sport, Agored, and SWEET. These will be offered again this year. If you feel this may be a 

suitable pathway for you, pay particular attention to the ‘Qualifications Plus’ option 
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Decision Making 

It is clearly important to think through the implications of your choice. You may find it useful to 

consider the following points: 

●​ Options take up almost one third of the school week. This is a lot of time to spend on something 

you do not particularly enjoy. A liking for the subject is, therefore, clearly important. Most young 

people work much better in a subject they like. 

●​ Opting for a subject is regarded as a two-year commitment. 

●​ Do have reserve choices in mind. In a world of limited resources, it is not always possible to meet 

everyone’s first preferences. For example, it is possible that numbers opting for a course will be so 

low that it is not possible to run it economically. Equally, it may be that a course attracts more 

learners than can be accommodated. In such an event we shall discuss the matter with you and 

your parent before deciding on allocation to groups. In reaching a decision we shall take into 

consideration the individual’s ability to benefit from the course. Particular attention will be paid to 

career aspirations (if known) and to evidence of previous commitment to the subject (where 

appropriate). 

●​ We shall be offering a ‘Qualifications Plus’ option in the belief that some learners will benefit more 

from extra vocational qualifications and support across a range of subjects. This will be discussed 

with those learners for whom this may prove beneficial. 

●​ All learners have to follow a core pathway that includes mathematics, English and science as well as 

the Welsh Baccalaureate. 

●​ Vocational Courses/ Offsite? If you prefer coursework as opposed to written examinations think 

carefully about taking a vocational option or GCSE equivalent. 

●​ A Maximum of 2 should be selected from Art, Photography, Graphics & Textiles  due to the 

coursework content. 

●​ To opt for GCSE Music you will be required to demonstrate a skill level on an instrument or sing. You 

do not need to be able to read music to access the GCSE qualification. 

●​ For PE options you need to competently play 3 sports, preferably for a team. 
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       Thinking beyond Year 11 

  

Although it is not necessary to know exactly what you want to do after Year 11, it is worth thinking 

about some of your longer term aims as you consider your subject options for upper school.  Having an 

idea of what kind of thing you might want to do in the future will help you to make decisions now.  

  

Talk through your ideas with friends, family and teachers to get a better understanding of which kind of 

courses would be suitable. You may find it useful to look for information to research. 

  

Information for parents 

 

Taking options can prove to be challenging for both learners and their parents. The option process has 

been designed so that learners are supported throughout. However, there are many ways that parents 

can help: 

○​ Discuss your son or daughter's future career ideas and encourage them to consider all the options. 

○​ ﻿﻿Offer advice and suggestions of your own but be prepared to have them criticised or rejected. 

○​ ﻿﻿Review comments and progress tracking in the Full Written Report. 

○​ ﻿﻿Read through the Options booklet with your child. 

○​ ﻿﻿Encourage them to speak to teachers in lessons about the courses offered. 

○​ ﻿﻿If you have any concerns, contact subject leaders using the contact details provided. 

○​ ﻿﻿There will also be an opportunity to get specific options advice via an appointment with a senior 

leader at the school. Details about this will be sent out separately. 

○​ ﻿﻿Support them with their school work and encourage them to reach their full potential. 

○​ ﻿﻿Be realistic and ensure they have a back-up plan should their original plans fall through. 

Try to encourage: 

○​ ﻿﻿Out of school activities that help develop skills (when conditions allow). 

○​ ﻿﻿Visiting the Careers Wales website to do a little research:​
https://careerswales.gov.wales/courses-and-training/vear-8-and-9-subject-options 

○​ ﻿﻿Positive attitudes towards equal opportunities and avoid 'stereotyping' a subject. 
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Who Can Help Me? 
  

●​ Subject Teachers – they can give you an idea of your ability in a subject and what the courses 

involve.  

●​ Your parents, who know you better than anyone else.  That is why it is so important that they come 

to the Options Evening.  You should come too!  After all, you are taking the courses. 

●​ The Careers Service can give you information about careers and qualifications. 

 

 

  

Which Subjects Should I Choose? 
 

You must make sure that the subjects you choose… 

  

●​ suit your ability and interests; 

  

●​ offer you a chance to study subjects in which you would like to gain a qualification; 

  

●​ offer you a range of experiences and activities that you feel will stimulate and interest you; 

  

●​ give you the widest possible choices post 16. 

  

 

Learners will be sent a link to complete their online option form and the deadline for 

completion is Wednesday 25th March 2026. 
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Section A 
  

Subject Information: Compulsory Statutory Core (in Wales) 

 

                         

                        English 

  

Mathematics 

  

 Science 

  

                  Core Cymraeg 
 (second language) 

  

 

 

 

Skills Suite 

  

 

 

  

PE (non-exam) 

These are defined as the ‘Core’ subjects. Learners 

will study: 

  
WJEC GCSE English Language and Literature (Single 
and Double Award) 
  
  
GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy (Double Award) 
  
 
The Sciences 2 GCSE awards 
Science (Triple): Option (acceptance needed) 
 
 
 
Most learners will study a GCSE course in Welsh 
second Language. Some learners will also 
undertake the Agored course which combines 
some experience of learning Welsh Language skills 
combined with the study of Welsh Culture and 
history. 
  
 
All upper school learners will follow a skills suite 
programme. Within this, 2 tiers of qualification are 
available for the skills challenge certificate - 
Foundation and National. Learner’s levels will be 
determined by assessment. Part of this course will 
also include statutory provision which includes 
‘Religion, Values, Ethics (RVE)’, ‘Relationships and 
Sexuality Education (RSE)’, and ‘Careers and Work 
Related Experiences (CWRE)’ 
  
 
All learners are expected to participate in statutory 
Core PE lessons as part of the Government’s 
Wellbeing agenda 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
(SINGLE/DOUBLE AWARD) 

Lead Teacher Ms A Morris 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE English Language and Literature (Single and Double Award) 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

●​ How to analyse and respond to a range of written texts, visual texts and 

speech 

●​ How writers use language and structure to create meaning 

●​ How written texts, visual texts and speech in their social, cultural and 

historical contexts and how these may inform different viewpoints and 

perspectives. 

●​ How to make links and comparisons between texts 

●​ How to successfully write fiction and non-fiction texts for a range of 

different purposes 

●​ Improving editing and proof-reading skills 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

The qualification is assessed through a mixture of non-examination assessments 

and examinations. 60% of the course is exam based, with those studying the 

double award sitting a total of three exams. It is likely that one of these exams will 

be completed in Year 10. 

In addition, you will need to complete a range of non-examination assessments 

which include speaking and listening tasks, reading analysis and writing for 

different purposes. These assessments will be completed across the two years of 

the course. 

How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

Many employers and colleges require a C Grade or above in the English 

qualification. 

The course develops key literacy and communication skills, vital for all aspects of 

your future life. Whether you choose to go on to study subjects that involve a lot of 

essay writing, or a career where you need to communicate with the public, you will 

use the skills you develop in this course. 

In addition, the literature element of the qualification is the stepping stone into the 

A Level English Literature course. 

What else do I 

need to 

know? 

Most learners will study the double award rather than the single GCSE. 

While we will have copies of the texts you study that you can borrow during lessons, we 

advise you to buy your own copy as this will allow you to annotate it in class, making 

revision easier. A letter will be sent home a term in advance, informing you of the text you 

will be studying next. 
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Mathematics and Numeracy 

Lead 

Teacher 

Mrs M Martin 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 
  
  
  

The qualification learners sit is the GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy (Double Award). All 

learners follow a unitised two tier examination course, comprised of three units. Higher tier 

grades are  A*, A, B, C and D.  Foundation tier grades are  C, D, E, F & G. 

Unit 1: Financial Mathematics and Other Applications of Numeracy. This is 30% of the 

qualification and may be sat at the end of year 10. 

Unit 2: Non-calculator Mathematics. This is 30% of the qualification and may be sat in 

November of year 11. 

Unit 3: Calculator Mathematics. This is 40% of the qualification and will be sat at the end of 

year 11. 

All three units will have a higher tier and a foundation tier. WJEC will allow a mixed tier 

approach, where learners can be entered for different tiers across units. This will support 

centres to make the most appropriate decisions when entering learners for assessment and 

ensure that learners are not inappropriately capped as they mature and progress over the 

two-year course. This approach supports the Curriculum for Wales’ aspirations to develop 

ambitious learners. 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 
  
  

 

GCSE Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 2 

Content The purpose of this unit 
is to: 
 • introduce and develop 
learners’ understanding 
of topics and concepts 
relating to finance and to 
support learners’ 
confidence in relation to 
financial wellbeing 
 
 • allow learners to use 
their knowledge and 
apply mathematical 
methods to personal, 
real-world contexts, 
including those related 
to money and the 
workplace 

The purpose of this unit is 
to: 
 • explore mathematical 
topics and concepts that 
don’t require the use of a 
calculator. 
The assessment will focus 
on a range of topics from 
across all four statements 
of what matters in 
Mathematics and 
Numeracy that support 
the purpose of the unit, 
including noncalculator 
number work, algebra, 
geometry and probability. 
 

The purpose of this unit is to:  
• explore topics and 
concepts that are most 
appropriately assessed with 
a calculator.  
All the content of GCSE 
Mathematics- Numeracy. 
Additional Algebra, 
Geometry and Probability. 
The assessment will focus on 
a range of topics from across 
all four statements of what 
matters in Mathematics and 
Numeracy that support the 
purpose of the unit, 
including elements of 
number, geometry, measures 
and algebra that require a 
calculator, and statistics.  

   ​  
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How will my 
work be 
assessed? 
  
  

Years 9, 10 and 11: Internal assessments are sat at regular points in the scheme of learning. 
These are based on all the topics covered and so give a good indicator of areas of strengths 
or weaknesses. In addition to these assessments, learners complete past paper 
assessments half termly to develop their longer term recall skills and give them a clear idea 
of areas to focus on for improvement. There is no  coursework for this examination. 
 

How can I 
use this 
course after 
Year 11? 

GCSE Mathematics is a key basic skill which is valued by employers and is a requirement for 
most career choices and College courses. An A level in Mathematics is a well-respected 
qualification so a good GCSE background is essential 

What else do 
I need to 
know? 
  

It is essential that learners are fully equipped for mathematics lessons. Essential equipment 
includes; a scientific calculator, geometry set (compasses and a protractor), ruler and 
sharpened pencils. It is worth noting that scientific calculators differ in the way they 
operate, so in order to maximise your chances of success you should ensure you are expert 
in using the calculator you will use in the final examinations. 
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            SCIENCE 
Lead Teacher Mrs E Denscombe 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

GCSE The Sciences (Double Award) is a new qualification that supports your learning 

and progression through the Curriculum for Wales. It allows you to develop a strong 

foundation of knowledge, skills and understanding in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

The qualification counts as two GCSEs and allows for progression to post-16 study, 

including AS and A Level Sciences. 

 

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

GCSE Science: All of us, as citizens, need to be able to cope with the science that 

shapes our lives. This course prepares learners to deal with science issues they may 

meet in everyday life. 

 

The course has 7 units:  

Unit 1: Biology - Basis of Life  

Unit 2: Chemistry - Chemical Substances and How They Behave  

Unit 3: Physics - Forces, Motion and the Universe  

Unit 4: Biology - Continuity of Life  

Unit 5: Chemistry - Chemical Bonding, Reactions and Resources  

Unit 6: Physics - Waves, Electricity and Energy  

Unit 7: Scientific Enquiry 

 

Learners will study for externally assessed exams in Units 1, 2 and 3 in Year 10.  

Externally assessed exams will take place for Units 4, 5, 6 and 7 during Year 11.  

 

Skills Development 

The new qualification has been designed for learners to develop a range of skills 

including: 

●​ Understanding and explaining concepts in biology, chemistry, and physics, and 

applying them to real world contexts.  

●​ Questioning scientific ideas, evaluating evidence, and using creative thinking to 

solve problems.  

●​ Designing, conducting, and refining investigations using a range of enquiry 

skills. Analysing and interpreting data to draw valid conclusions.  

●​ Using mathematical, digital, and communication skills to present and explain 

scientific ideas effectively.  

●​ Considering moral, ethical, and sustainability issues in science and 

understanding its impact locally and globally. 

How will 

my work be 

assessed? 

GCSE: Examinations are worth 90% and controlled assessments in the form of 

practical examinations make up the final 10% of the total grades. Your science tutor 

will keep you informed of the progress you are making towards your target grade and 

tell you about the opportunities to improve your performance. 
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How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

Science qualifications are highly regarded by employers and universities alike. The 

research, analytical and application skills gained during the course studied will allow 

access to a range of career pathways post-16 and beyond. The GCSE courses are 

appropriate for learners who may wish to progress to one or more of the sciences, or 

indeed other, A-levels. 

 

Learners gaining 2 C grades in GCSE Science and a C grade in mathematics may wish 

to continue their study at post-16 with BTEC Level 3 Applied Science. 

Learners gaining at least one A and one B grade (in addition to a GCSE in 

mathematics) will have shown the aptitude to continue with the separate sciences of 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics at A level. 

What else do 

I need to 

know? 

Examination Revision books: These are widely available on websites such as Amazon 

but do check with your science tutors before buying to ensure you have selected the 

correct one!  

 

Where can I get more information?   http://www.wjec.co.uk/ 
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WELSH - Core Cymraeg  
(SECOND LANGUAGE) 

Lead Teacher Mrs E Britany 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Core Cymraeg 

The purpose of the course is encouraging all learners in Wales to see themselves as 

Welsh speakers who are continually growing their ability and confidence in Cymraeg as 

they progress along the Welsh language skills continuum. 

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

The qualification will build on the progress made in the existing GCSE Welsh Second 

Language, with consistent expectations in terms of its level of challenge and its focus 

on spontaneous conversation. The qualification will enable the development of 

confident users of Cymraeg. 

The qualification will generate opportunities for learners to make appropriate use of 

digital technology when completing the qualification. As part of GCSE Core Cymraeg, 

learners will be given the opportunity to explore the diverse nature of Welsh citizenship 

and its cultures, including Black, Asian and minority ethnic perspectives.  

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

  

GCSE Core Cymraeg will be a linear qualification. This means that learners will have 

sufficient time to develop their skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the 

duration of the two-year course. This will ensure that learners have ample opportunity 

to fully explore and develop their linguistic abilities.  

50% of the qualification will be assessed through non-examination assessment (NEA) 

using speaking and listening methods and will take place on dates set by the awarding 

body. Each NEA must take place during the final year of the course, and before the 

summer series.  

The remaining 50% of the qualification will be exam assessments. 

How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

  

  

  

  

This GCSE specification in Welsh second language will enable you to: 

●​ understand and use the language for a variety of purposes and audiences 

●​ develop language learning skills and strategies in order to enable candidates to 

communicate and interact confidently and spontaneously in relevant situations 

and specified context 

●​ develop language learning skills and strategies to enable candidates to develop 

their grasp for Welsh further 

●​  develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in an integrated manner, 

emphasising listening and speaking skills 

●​ use Welsh in further studies, in the workplace and in their communities 

●​ develop curiosity about the Welsh language 

What else do I 

need to know? 

  

A Welsh second language qualification is highly valuable in the workplace in Wales 

because it equips graduates with strong bilingual communication skills that are 

increasingly sought after by employers. Many public sector organisations, such as local 

authorities, health services, and government bodies, are required to provide services in 

both Welsh and English, making Welsh language proficiency a significant advantage. 
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Skills Challenge Certificate 
Lead Teacher Mrs J Rosser 

What is the course 
that I will be 
following? 
  

Skills Challenge Certificate  
●​ Foundation (level 1) 
●​ National (level 2) 

In Years 10 & 11, all learners will follow the same programme of learning. Their level 
will be determined by assessment. 

What kind of 
things will I study? 
  

The Skills Challenge will focus on the following skills. 
Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Literacy, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Planning and Organisation, Creativity and Innovation, Personal Effectiveness 
  
Three Skills Challenges will be completed: 
1.    Individual Project (50%): An independent, research-based assignment on an 
individually selected subject. Learners demonstrate the knowledge and skills to 
produce a written investigation or an artefact/product supported by written research. 
Completed in Yr 11. 
2.    Enterprise and Employability Challenge (25%): For learners to develop enterprising 
skills and attributes and enhance employability. This begins in the Autumn term of Year 
10 and is completed at the beginning Spring Term. 
3.    Global Citizenship Challenge (25%): For learners to understand and respond 
appropriately to a global issue. This is started in the Spring term of Year 10 and 
completed by the end of the Summer Term. 

How will my work 
be assessed? 
  
  
  

The qualification is a GCSE graded A*- E. All Year 10 and 11 learners will need to 
complete controlled assessments in each of the three challenges. 
To achieve the level 2 Welsh Baccalaureate GCSE learners are required to pass all three 
challenges and have achieved the required number of marks to achieve the level 2 
standard (120 UMS). 

How can I use this 
course after Year 
11? 
 

The National qualification will sit as an individual GCSE. It can then be used to 
demonstrate to future employers or educational establishments your learning skills. 

What else do I 
need to know? 
  
  
  
  
  

The Skills Challenge Certificate provides students with the skills, experience and 
qualification to allow them to access the Advanced Skills Baccalaureate Wales course. 
The Advanced Skills Baccalaureate Wales A level  is widely recognised and accepted by 
universities in the UK as an entry qualification. Thousands of learners have had the 
Advanced Skills Baccalaureate accepted as a contribution to their entry requirements. 
Many universities discuss the content of the course, particularly the individual project 
as part of the interview process.  Many students go to their first choice of university as 
a result of their Welsh Baccalaureate qualification. 
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Section B 
  

Subject Information: Options 

  

  

Art based courses 

●​ Art, Craft and Design 

●​ Photography  

●​ Textiles 

Business 

           Design & Technology 

●​ Product Design 

●​ A&D Graphics 

           Drama 

           Geography 

History 

Home Economics: 

●​ Food & Nutrition 

●​ Health & Social Care 

MFL (French) 

Digital Technology (IT) 

Music 

Physical Education/ Sport 

RS 

Science - Triple 

Sociology 

Qualifications Plus - Vocational 

suite 

  

  
  

  

All other subjects that are not 

compulsory or statutory are available 

as ‘Options’. 

  

Students have the choice of studying 3 

option subjects. 

  

Option subjects are arranged into 

columns A, B & C 

  

Much thought has been given to 

ensuring that as far as possible there is 

a wide choice available across the 

different columns and also to ensure 

that the school is able to run an 

effective timetable. 
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   ART, CRAFT & DESIGN 

Lead 

Teacher 

Miss K Donaldson 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

GCSE Art & Design 

WJEC Art, Craft and Design  

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

  

  

  

The GCSE in Art, Craft and Design builds on the creative and written skills you have 

been developing during Year 7 and 8. During your GCSE studies you will have the 

opportunity to further develop and extend your ability to produce Artwork within the 

mediums of drawing, painting, digital media,printmaking and sculpture. You will also 

work to gain an understanding of Art History and this contextual understanding will 

underpin your creative outcomes. 

 

In Year 10 you will then choose a theme that interests you and you will start to work 

independently to develop a portfolio, including a personal response that you create 

using your favourite techniques/media. You will also have the opportunity to develop 

your intermediate skills and you will take part in a 3D workshop where you will create a 

sculpture using clay. For the first half of Year 11 you will complete your portfolio by 

developing and making a final outcome. The second half of year 11 will then be spent 

working on the assignment element of the course which is set by the exam board.  

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 
  

A total of 100% of the qualification will be assessed through non-exam assessment. 
The non-exam assessment will include:  

-​ A portfolio worth 60% of the qualification, which will be set by the school, 
marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body 

-​ An assignment worth 40% of the qualification, which will be set by the 
awarding body, marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body.  

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

  

  

When studying for a GCSE in Art and Design you do not only develop your creative 

skills but you also develop your organisational, written and time management skills. 

Upon successfully completing your GCSE in Art and Design you could go on to study 

Art, or a similar subject,at AS/A Level or BTEC level - this could then lead on to a job in 

the creative industry. The creative industry is the fastest growing industry in the UK 

and there are many job opportunities available such as Graphic Designers, Architects, 

Photographers, Game Designers, Fashion Designers and many more. 

What else 

do I need to 

know? 

The most important qualities required for the course is a real interest and enjoyment 

of the subject.  This will result in students being able to develop their skills and express 

their ideas fully. For more information see your Art teacher or visit www.wjec.co.uk 
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Art & Design - PHOTOGRAPHY 
Lead Teacher Miss K Donaldson 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 

GCSE Art and Design  
WJEC Photography  

  What kind of 
things will I 
study? 
  
  
  
 

The GCSE Photography course has been designed to introduce candidates to the art 
of Photography and its uses to develop Art in many forms. The course is designed to 
improve a candidate’s capacity to use Photography as an artistic medium. Digital 
Photography will be covered in the course and the pupils will use Adobe Photoshop 
package to develop their work creatively. 
 You will learn how to use: 
•  digital cameras and functions 
•  formal elements of photography 
•  different forms of visual language 
•  studio lighting and exposure 
•  Adobe Photoshop and digital workshops 
It is essential that learners opting for GCSE Photography understand they will need 
to complete Photoshoots during their own time, as part of their homework. They 
will be expected to independently visit locations locally to produce high quality work 
which will form the basis for their portfolios. 
 
In Year 10 you will then choose a theme that interests you and you will start to work 
to independently develop a digital portfolio, including a personal response that you 
will create using your favourite techniques/media. For the first half of Year 11 you 
will complete your portfolio by developing and making a final outcome. The second 
half of year 11 will then be spent working on the assignment element of the course 
which is set by the exam board.  

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 
  

A total of 100% of the qualification will be assessed through non-exam assessment. 
The non-exam assessment will include:  

-​ A portfolio worth 60% of the qualification, which will be set by the school, 
marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body 

-​ An assignment worth 40% of the qualification, which will be set by the 
awarding body, marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body.  

How can I use 
this course after 
Year 11? 
  

You could go on to study an AS/A Level or BTEC in Art and Design and/or a 
Photography related subject.  You might wish to go on to a job where you can use 
photography or Photoshop. These might include careers in the field of advertising, 
marketing, design, photojournalism, publishing and the media. 

What else do I 
need to know? 
  
  
  

The most important qualities required for the course is a real interest and enjoyment 
of Photography and a desire to take interesting photographs.  This will result in 
students being able to develop their skills and express their ideas fully. 
For more information see your Art teacher or visit www.wjec.co.uk 
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Art & Design - TEXTILES 
Lead 

Teacher 

  

Miss A Hicks 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

GCSE Art and Design 
WJEC GCSE TEXTILES DESIGN 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

  

  

  

This course provides you with an opportunity to explore the work of Textile designers, 
artists and craftspeople to gain an awareness of Textiles in its broadest terms. 
The lessons are practical based and you will learn about the basic elements of Textile 
art and design. During the course you will have the opportunity to develop your skills 
in fabric manipulation, garment construction, fashion illustration, embroidery, felting, 
weaving, appliqué, batik, tie-dye, drawing, painting, printing, mixed media, image 
manipulation, digital photography etc. 
The emphasis of the course is to develop your own portfolio of work based on topics or 
themes. These are set initially by your teacher and then later developed into your own 
personal response. 

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 
  

A total of 100% of the qualification will be assessed through non-exam assessment. 
The non-exam assessment will include:  

-​ A portfolio worth 60% of the qualification, which will be set by the school, 
marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body 

-​ An assignment worth 40% of the qualification, which will be set by the 
awarding body, marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body.  

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

  

The way of working encourages you to be creative, independent, self-motivated and 
responsible for your own learning and provides a good foundation for further Study at 
AS and A level. It can lead to careers in Art and Design, Fashion, interior, 
Theatre/Costume design, printed, knitted or woven textiles, Millinery, Fashion buying, 
Promotion and Marketing, retail and business management, publishing, media and 
Teaching. 

What else 

do I need to 

know? 

You will enjoy this course if you are creative and enjoy experimenting with different 
ideas, materials or techniques. The course specialises in Art Textiles exploring areas 
including Fibre Art, Surface design, Fashion design, Installation and constructed Textiles 
and as such is an in depth study. It is suitable for students with an interest in design, 
art, craft and fashion. It can be studied in conjunction with other fine art or 
photography based courses. 
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Design & Technology 

 GRAPHICS 
Lead Teacher Mr Y. Khan  

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Art and Design (Graphic Communication)  

 

What kinds 

of things will 

I study? 

This course develops ICT based graphic skills to enable pupils to produce a range of digital graphics 

outcomes. Typical products include advertising products, promotional material, literature, signage 

and graphic design. Pupils will study famous designers such as David Carson or Paula Scher as 

sources of inspiration. 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

A total of 100% of the qualification will be assessed through non-exam assessment. The 
non-exam assessment will include:  

-​ A portfolio worth 60% of the qualification, which will be set by the school, marked 
by the school and moderated by the awarding body 

-​ An assignment worth 40% of the qualification, which will be set by the awarding 
body, marked by the school and moderated by the awarding body.  

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

Graphic Communication is essentially a skills based activity which develops candidates’ competence 

to address a variety of design situations in order to design quality products. The subject draws on 

modern technology in the pursuit of solving problems. 

  

This course provides access onto studying A Level Product Design of which learners have then gone 

onto degree level apprenticeships and to study degree disciplines such as engineering, design and 

architecture at university. 

What else do 

I need to 

know? 

Graphics develops candidates' interdisciplinary and key skills, their capacity for 

imaginative/innovative thinking, creativity and independence. 

Graphics equips pupils with transferable problem solving skills that are directly relevant to design 

jobs and to Art and Design courses. Communication skills are very important in this subject in both 

written and graphic formats. The ability to meet deadlines is a key factor for success. 
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Design & Technology 
PRODUCT DESIGN 

Lead Teacher Mr J Martlew 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 

WJEC GCSE Design & Technology (Product Design) 
 

What kinds of 
things will I 
study? 

Product Design offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for students to identify and 
solve real problems. Students will look at a range of needs, wants and opportunities and 
respond to them by designing and making products in a wide range of contexts. Pupils are 
able to select the most appropriate materials and equipment during this process. 

Product Design develops student’s interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative, 

innovative thinking, creativity and interdependence. The problem solving skills developed 

through the study of Product Design are much sought after. 

As a ‘Designer’ pupils will solve a design problem by Investigating, Designing, Modelling, 

Testing and Evaluating a final design proposal/product. 

To be successful in Product you need to be Committed, Creative, Artistic, Motivated, a 

Problem Solver and most importantly, enjoy all aspects of the subject and not just making. 

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 

Unit 1: Examination (30%) 

 An online examination that with assess students knowledge of design in the 21st century 
  
Unit 2: Design & Make Project (70%) 

A design and make project where students are required to undertake the investigation, 

designing and manufacture of a product of their choice within a given context 

How can I use 
this course 
after Year 11? 

The course, which is centred on ‘Design’ and ‘Manufacture; this is a suitable foundation for 

students whose interests and careers intentions are in the creative/artistic areas or by those 

who wish to embark upon a STEM future, such as: Engineering, Architecture, Product Design, 

Medicine, Graphic Design, Automotive Design, Fashion Design, Jewellery Design, Furniture 

Design, Marketing/Advertising, Surveying and many many more. 

This course provides excellent progression onto studying A Level Product Design of which 

students have then gone onto apprenticeships and to study disciplines such as engineering, 

design and architecture at university. 

What else do I 
need to know? 

The course is essentially practical based, with pupils communicating their ideas through 
sketching, modelling and professional Computer Aided Design software. Pupils are inspired by 
products within their daily lives and become familiar with a number of famous 
designers/companies, such as Dyson, Sony, Apple, Nike, etc, all of which have developed 
‘fashionable products’ that you may own! 

Pupils will learn to use a variety of tools and equipment, using them to make their ‘own’ 

designs in a variety of materials. Pupils thoroughly enjoy the subject and are encouraged by 

the outcomes they produce. The course is enriched by educational experience from the 

engineering company Renishaw.  It is a very rewarding subject to those pupils who wish to 

undertake an alternative subject within their GCSE curriculum. 
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           BUSINESS 
 

Lead Teacher Mrs G Evans 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 

WJEC GCSE Business 
 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 
  
  
  
  

The main areas of study are: 
·         Unit 1 :  Introduction to the Business World 
·         Unit 2 :  Key Business Considerations 
·         Unit 3 :  Business Strategies for Success 
·         Unit 4 :  Business Creation 
  
Following a course in GCSE Business should encourage students to: 
·         develop an understanding of business and its value to individuals, society and the 
Welsh national and global economy 
·         to appreciate that the environment in which business takes place is constantly 
changing 
·         appreciate the impact of business on people’s lives and the environment 
·         examine ways in which businesses succeed or fail and the strategies required for 
success 
·         develop an understanding of the contribution that business has in shaping the 
prosperity of communities and thereby people’s prospects for the future 
·         explore business creation through enterprise and entrepreneurship 
·         develop skills to empower business problem solving and decision making 

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 

Unit 1:  Introduction to the Business World 
Written Examination:  1 hour  15 minutes - 30% of qualification 
Unit 2:  Key Business Considerations 
Non-examination assessment:  5 hours - 15% of qualification 
Unit 3:  Business Strategies for Success 
Written Examination:  1 hour  15 minutes - 30% of qualification 
Unit 4:  Business Creation 
Non-examination assessment:  8 hours - 25% of qualification 

How can I use 
this course 
after Year 11? 

The course can apply to any future jobs as it will provide you with the language,  insight 
and understanding of the way a business operates and makes decisions,  which can be 
applied to any industry in the future. It will give you the confidence and knowledge to 
adapt to the working world.  This course will also provide you with an ideal  grounding to 
continue your studies onto A Level or an equivalent Business course.  

What else do I 
need to 
know? 

There is no specific requirement for prior learning with this course, although a sound 
knowledge of English and Maths is desirable. 
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             DRAMA 
Lead Teacher Miss H Toms 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Drama  

 

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

Do you love to perform? Do you perform regularly outside of school? Are you 

passionate about the theatre? 
The course is aimed at the exploration of Drama, by analysing the themes and techniques to 

understand ways to make Drama be effective. You will explore a variety of texts. This will 

involve you working with scripts, building characters and the effective use of Drama to 

communicate meaning to an audience.  

Practical Element: Within a group you will have two practical exams, the first one will be a 

devised piece of theatre and the second a scripted play. Throughout rehearsals you will learn to 

appreciate the discipline required to fulfil a role. This will be a valuable experience that you will 

never forget. 

Written Element: A devised performance report to analyse the practical work in Unit One. In 

Unit Three, you will undertake a written exam based on a set text and an evaluation of a live 

performance you have seen . 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

Unit One: Unit 1: Devising Theatre, 40% of qualification 

Unit Two: Unit 2: Performing Theatre, 30% of qualification  

Unit Three:Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre, 30% of qualification 

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

Employers can view Drama as a valuable asset to your CV as it helps to develop confidence, 

social skills and enhances communication and teamwork. 

You can go on to study A Level Theatre Studies. Many of our past students have progressed to 

Drama & Dance Colleges and Universities to study Acting, Set Design, Lighting or Stage 

Management or Dance.  Examples of professions within the performance industry other than 

acting could include teaching, arts management, producer, director, lighting/sound technician, 

set designer, wardrobe management, make-up artist and education officer.  

What else 

do I need to 

know? 

The majority of lessons are practical based to explore a variety of stimuli, techniques, 

mediums, terms and key practitioners. You will be required to experiment with a variety of 

performance styles, which will deepen your subject knowledge. There will be opportunities to 

visit the theatre and perform examination pieces to an audience. 

There will be written work in Drama but you will be given full support and guidance to ensure 

that you achieve your goal. You will be required to complete group work and be encouraged to 

be a director also.  

For examples of good work see our facebook page. Search Llantwit Performs.  
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         GEOGRAPHY 
Lead Teacher Mrs R  Carpenter 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Geography  

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

Studying geography helps pupils make better sense of the world. Geography requires 

learners to link skills  to critically evaluate events that are going on in our world right now.  

 

Physical topics include  
●​ Drainage Basins and River Flooding 

●​ Changing Coastlines   

●​ Weather and Climate 

●​ Climatic Hazards and Climate Change 

 

Human topics include  
●​ Migration 

●​ Settlement Change 

●​ Inequality and the Development Gap 

●​ Global Challenges and Sustainability 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

Unit 1: Our Physical and Human World - 30%  Assessment: 1h 30min exam. 

Unit 2: Developing Fieldwork Skills - 25%  Assessment: NEA based on fieldwork, written up in 

timed conditions 

Unit 3: Our Dynamic and Diverse World - 30%   Assessment: 1h 30min exam 

Unit 4: Sustainable Solutions - 15%  Assessment: NEA - Research Question set by WJEC and 

written up in timed conditions 

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

  

  

  

  

WHY DO EMPLOYERS AND UNIVERSITIES VALUE GEOGRAPHERS? 

Common careers include - business, IT, finance, law, environmental charity sector, marketing, 

environmental consultancy, disaster management, town planning, education, human resources, 

travel and tourism, landscape architects, meteorologists. 

There has never been a more important time to study geography. We live in a dynamic 

physical, technological and political world. Geographers can be key decision makers on a range of 

vital issues such as climate, migration, geopolitics, pollution and resources. 

Geography is an academic discipline which also allows pupils to demonstrate artistic 

flair and scientific critical thinking.  Geography is highly respected at university level and by 

employers because of the numeracy, literacy & ICT skills that all successful geographers will gain. 

Geography provides pupils with many transferable skills  such as teamwork, analytical problem 

solving and communication skills. The job market is a competitive one, Geography can give you the 

edge. 

What else do 

I need to 

know? 

  

Field Trips - There will be a minimum of 2 field trips during the course studying local landscapes, 

towns and cities.  

Geography is rewarding, ask the pupils - Studying Geography has changed  in recent years, we 

are incredibly proud of the feedback our current Year 11s have given about the course and the 

support they have been given to succeed. They feel, as do we, that Geography is a subject that 

allows them to understand what is going on in our world today. It also gives them complimentary 

skills that help in their other subjects and hopefully their future careers.  
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           HISTORY 
Lead Teacher 

  

Dr J-M Alter 
  

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE History 

 

 

  

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

History will be studied from the Medieval, Early Modern and Modern periods. 

The WJEC draft specification includes the topics: 

 

An in-depth study on Welsh history- Wales in the era of the Civil War, 1603- c 1660. 

(including the rule of Charles I, the gunpowder plot, civil war battle including the battle 

of St Fagans,)  

 

A depth study Changes in USA society 1880-1980 (Including gangsters, the movie 

industry, the depression, civil rights, feminism)  

 

Two pieces of course work  

One on Genghis Khan c 1162- c1227- including his rise to power, the Mongol state, the 

invasion of China and ASia and his death. 

 

A project where you plan an historical enquiry, analyse evidence, make conclusions and 

evaluate your enquiry. 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

  

At the end of the course you will be externally assessed with an examination paper on 

two of the parts studied. You will also complete two coursework assignments, on 

computers, worth 40% of your total GCSE mark. Coursework assignments are completed 

in lessons. 

How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

  

There are many things you can do with a GCSE in History. You could choose to continue 

studying History by taking AS History in the sixth form or you could use your knowledge 

of History to support other AS courses such as English Literature, Geography, Science, RS 

or Art. The skills gained in History are useful in all areas of life. 

What else do 

I need to 

know? 
  

A GCSE in History shows that you have a high level of literacy and that you are able to 

write in depth and can analyse complex information. These skills are highly valued by 

colleges and employers. You learn skills in History that are useful for a variety of careers 

such as journalism, media, law, education  and human resources. 
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GCSE FOOD & NUTRITION 
Lead Teacher 

  

Miss N Richards 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Food and Nutrition  

 

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

The specification will give learners the opportunity to: 

1. Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of 

food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment. 

  

2. Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics 

of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks. 

  

3. Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health. 

 

4. Evaluate food and nutrition provision and its impact on wellbeing. 

 

5. Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and sociocultural influences on food 

availability, production processes, and diet and health choices. 

  

6. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory 

qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, 

cooking and serving food. 

 

 7. Cook and prepare foods from different cuisines and cultures, those that are made for specific 

cohorts , and those that are specific to Wales. 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

  

Component 1: Written exam (40%) taken in the final year of study, allowing learners to 

demonstrate and apply their knowledge  of food and nutrition. 

Component 2: Food preparation (40%) to create a menu of foods, allowing learners to 

demonstrate their application of skills, knowledge and understanding. This will be set by the 

awarding body, marked by teachers and moderated by the awarding body. 

Component 3: Food Investigation (20%) into a relevant area of food and nutrition, which will allow 

learners to choose from a range of briefs. This will be set by the awarding body, marked by 

teachers and moderated by the awarding body. 

How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

  

The Food Industry is a big employer!  The course can lead to Further/Higher Education courses in 

Food and Nutrition. 

Successful students can go on to study Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition, leading to work in 

Health Promotion, Consumer Education, Dietetics, Environmental Health or Hotel Management. 

  

What else do 

I need to 

know? 

  

The WJEC GCSE in Food and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding and 

skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. It 

encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition 

and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others 

affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

  Lead Teacher Miss N  Richards 

  What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Health and Social Care and Child Care 

 

  What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

Through studying GCSE Health and Social Care and Childcare you will: 

 • Learn about health and social care, and childcare services consider the impact of 

these services on general health, well-being and children’s development  

• Consider human rights and diversity, including black, Asian and minority ethnic 

perspectives, identity, culture and experiences.  

WHAT WILL I STUDY?  

Unit 1 – Health and social care, and childcare in Wales in the 21st Century 

 In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding of: 

 • the life cycle and the factors that affect growth and development 

 • the promotion and maintenance of health and wellbeing, and tools that can be used 

to measure and support this  

• core principles and values, underpinned by legislation and service provision within a 

Welsh context, across the health and social care, and childcare sectors.  

Unit 2 – Adult Health and Social Care  

In this unit you will gain knowledge and understanding of: 

 • individual needs and key conditions and illnesses in adulthood 

 • how professionals work in adult health and social care to achieve positive outcomes 

• the role of health promotion in public health in Wales.  

Unit 3 – Childcare  

In this unit you will gain knowledge and understanding of: 

 • life stages, expected milestones, and physical, intellectual, language, emotional, and 

social (PILES) development  

• key conditions and illnesses amongst children  

• how professionals work, including play and play work, to meet the needs of children 

in Wales to achieve positive outcomes 

  How will I be 

assessed? 

This course is assessed as follows: 

 

Unit 1 – Health and social care, and childcare in Wales in the 21st Century Assessment 

Type: written examination 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification: 80 marks The 

assessment will include questions requiring objective responses, short and extended 

answers, with some based around applied situations.  

 

Unit 2 – Adult Health and Social Care Assessment Type: Non-exam assessment 12 

hours 30% of qualification: 60 marks For this assessment, you will be required to 

complete an assessment based on a choice of two case studies where you’ll apply 

knowledge and understanding of adult health and social care.  
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Unit 3 – Childcare Assessment Type: Non-exam assessment 12 hours 30% of 

qualification: 60 marks For this assessment, you will be required to complete an 

assessment based on a case study and an investigation where you 

  How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

The course provides you with a variety of experiences.  It gives you a suitable basis for 

your further study in the sixth form offering progression onto A level in Health and 

Social Care and Child Care. This is a course that is usually attractive to those of you who 

would like to work with all life stages, which requires an understanding of how they 

grow and develop, and more importantly what affects this development. 

  What else do I 

need to know? 

The qualification will allow you to develop a strong foundation of knowledge, skills and 

understanding which supports progression to post-16 study and is generally valued for 

life, learning and work. It will also help you make informed decisions about a wide 

range of career pathways, including; 

Health care sector: Nurse, GP, healthcare assistant, pharmacist  

Social care sector: Care work, social worker, support worker, counsellors and therapists 

Children and young people’s sector: nursery worker, teaching assistant, child and 

family support workers 

 Specialised care roles: Palliative care professional, mental health worker Public health 

roles: Community development workers, health educators 
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FRENCH 

Lead Teacher Madame H Marshallsay 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 

WJEC GCSE French  
 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 

Through studying a GCSE in French, you will further develop your ability to 
communicate with native French speakers in speech and writing. The aim of the 
course is for you to hone your communication skills in a wide range of useful, real-life 
contexts. During the course you will have the opportunity to extend your range of 
vocabulary and grammar which will allow you to communicate clearly and effectively 
across a variety of engaging and relevant topics. 
The course is organised under three broad themes: 

●​ Language for leisure and wellbeing 
●​ Language for travel 
●​ Language for study and work 

How will I be 
assessed? 

You will be assessed in the four skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing, 
with the emphasis being on your ability to use the language in real life situations.  
There will be 3 exams and 1 Non-exam assessment.  
Unit 1 - Speaking exam 30% (3 tasks - Read aloud and Role play. Presentation and 
discussion. Conversation) 
Unit 2 -  Reading and writing 15%  (Non-exam assessment - written response to an 
extract from a French work studied in class) 
Unit 3 - Listening exam 20% (Listening comprehension tasks) 
Unit 4 - Reading and writing exam 35% (Reading comprehension tasks.  A short 
translation from French into English.  A written response (in French) to a simple and 
familiar stimulus)) 

How can I use 
this course 
after Year 11? 

After GCSE, you can, of course, choose to continue with your language to AS and A 
level and beyond.  However, even if you don’t, having a GCSE in French will really 
benefit you in your future. 
The study of a foreign language remains important, with many businesses even more 
keen to recruit people with language skills. Even people with a basic knowledge of 
French may find that a language qualification (i.e. GCSE) is an additional asset when 
looking for employment.  Careers such as translating, interpreting and teaching 
directly require the use of languages.  However, being able to speak another language 
can open up doors to many other career paths such as journalism, law, international 
aid/development work, marketing, sales and logistics. 

What else do I 
need to 
know? 

Apart from the fun elements of learning French (e.g. educational visits to France), a 
language qualification is viewed positively not only by future employers, but also by 
universities. Many degree courses favour people who have a qualification in another 
language, such as French.  Also, the language skills that you develop through the 
course will help you if you want to learn different languages in the future.  
Furthermore, by continuing to study French, you will be further developing your 
communication and problem-solving skills, which are desirable skills in any job.    
The best thing about learning a language though is that it increases your confidence in 
communicating with others.  You will be able to communicate with people from 
different countries and cultures and you gain an insight into a different way of life.  
Having a language qualification really can open up a world of opportunities for you. 
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IT - Digital Technology 

Lead Teacher Mr M J Bell 

What is the 
course that I 
will be 
following? 

WJEC GCSE in Digital technology Technology 

 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 

Learners will study how to: 

●​ Designing and creating games in Gamemaker 

●​ How to create and code a Website 

●​ Become independent, confident and knowledgeable users of existing, new and 

emerging digital technologies; 

●​ Develop a knowledge of the digital technology systems used by a wide variety of 

organisations; 

●​ Understand the impact digital technologies can have on individuals and wider society 

and the ways in which they can bring about change; 

●​ Develop skills in researching and exploring issues before finding and implementing 

solutions to them; 

●​ Develop transferable skills in using a range of hardware and software; 

●​ Develop their understanding of the systems development life cycle and of how ideas 

can become products. 

How will I be 
assessed? 

Unit 1: The Digital World - On screen assessment 

Unit 2: Digital Practices - Coursework: Making a Game and Website 

Unit 3: Communicating in the Digital World. - Coursework Video editing 

How can I use 
this course 
after Year 11? 

A qualification in IT opens up an incredible world of opportunities for work, not only 

within the technology industry but also in supporting roles within other industries. 

​Digital Skills provide a wide range of career options, as well as a route into further 

and higher education. You could develop a career on the creative side of new media. 

Or you might follow a path that leads you into even more technical areas.  The 

qualification may be taken by learners who wish to begin their journey towards a 

career that utilises digital technologies or to progress onto advanced level courses. 

  

What else do I 
need to 
know? 

IT is at the heart of everyday life, at home, work and in our leisure time from 

computer graphics and control systems to communications and problem-solving, IT 

has an ever increasing role to play. 

This course combines essential theory with practical skills to equip learners for 

further study or to enter employment. Digital Technology develops candidates' 

interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, 

creativity and independence.  
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MUSIC 
Lead Teacher Mrs M Davis 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Music  

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

GCSE Music  develops the three musical skills that you use during Key Stage 3. 

Performing You will continue to improve your performing skills by rehearsing and performing 

a number of pieces both individually and as a member of a group. You  can choose to perform 

on any instrument or voice, or technology, or a combination of these. 

Composing You will be encouraged to develop your own style in composing. You may 

compose in any style you wish from classical to rock and pop and may make use of technology 

to help you complete your work. You can compose for instruments/voices of your choice. Your  

teacher will help you to make the best decision in this area. You will also complete a reflective 

log. 

Appraising You will listen and respond to music taken from a wide range of musical styles for 

example, classical, world, folk, rock, pop, Welsh and jazz. 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

Performing 32.5% - submit a portfolio of pieces (either solo and/or ensemble) of 4-6 mins 

(at least two pieces). 

5% - programme note. 

Composing 32.5% – compose two piece 

Appraising 35%– assessed by a digital listening exam at the end of year 11. 

How can I use 

this course after 

Year 11? 

Learning to play a musical instrument has so many benefits. Here are 5 reasons you 

should consider taking Music GCSE​
1. It is an academic subject that is highly valued by top universities & employers. 

2. Learning to play an instrument stimulates the brain, improving functions like memory and 

abstract reasoning skills, which are essential for maths and science. 

3. It increases discipline and time management skills.  

4. Playing music makes you more creative. 

5. It builds skills in leadership and team-building. 

Learning an instrument or singing provides evidence of effort and commitment whilst 

performing in a group demonstrates the ability to work with others. You could continue to 

study music at A level or as a Level 3 BTEC Performing course. There are many courses 

available in Higher Education where Music/Music Technology may be studied to a higher level, 

including at Russell Group universities. There are many career prospects for well-qualified 

musicians either as: performers/composers or as administrators, publishers, teachers, 

broadcasters, journalists and sound engineers. 

What else do I 

need to know? 

You can perform on any instrument including singing. 

You can use ICT to help with your composition. 

You will gain most benefit by practising and listening to music on a regular basis. 

Although it is helpful to read musical notation or guitar tab, it is not essential as you 

will be taught this at the start of the course.  
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GCSE PE or WJEC Sport 
Which Teacher 

is in charge of 

the course? 

Mr J Crocker 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC GCSE Physical Education / WJEC Sport 

 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

The course is divided into practical and theory (classroom) lessons. You will continue 

to work on practical activities taken in Years 7-8 but in more detail. You will continue 

to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of health, wellbeing and physical 

activity concepts, and the relationships between them.  

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

GCSE PE  

Practical - Non-examination assessment 

●​ 60% of qualification: 

●​ 20% – Performance 1 

●​ 20% – Performance 2 

●​ 20% – Personal Training (of self) 

Internally assessed by the centre, externally moderated by a visiting moderator 

Exam -  

●​ Digital examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 

●​ 40% of qualification 

●​ Marked by WJEC 

  

WJEC Sport 

Assessment is ongoing throughout with the course made up of 3 units: 

Unit 1: Improving Sports Performance 

Unit 2: Fitness for Sport 

Unit 3: Coaching Principles 

Units 1 and 3 are assessed internally and you will complete controlled assessments in 

the classroom and practically to obtain a grade. Unit 2 is assessed externally and will 

be in the format of a 1.5 hour online exam. Each assessment will be combined 

together to provide you with an overall grade. 

How can I use 

this course 

after Year 11? 

You could stay on at Llantwit and study BTEC in Years 12-13. 

The course is then a stepping stone to  Sport/Leisure Degrees/Diplomas post 18. 

What else do I 

need to know? 

You will need to have shown a keen interest in PE in Years 7-8 with a very good 

participation record in PE lessons and extra-curricular clubs and teams. 

32 



  

 

 GCSE Triple Science 
Which Teacher is 

in charge of the 

course? 

Mrs E Denscombe 

What is the 

course that I will 

be following? 

Learners will study three separate GCSE qualifications: 

●​ GCSE Biology 

●​ GCSE Chemistry 

●​ GCSE Physics 

Each subject receives its own GCSE grade. 

This course covers the same core ideas as Double Award but in greater depth and 

with additional content. It is academically demanding and suited to learners with a 

strong interest in science. 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

Biology is the study of life. It will enable you to develop a vast array of skills and acquire 

knowledge about the natural world and all the living things within it. Gaining a GCSE in this 

subject opens up a vast range of opportunities and will allow you to continue to A level in 

this subject.   

 

Unit 1: Cells, Organ Systems and Ecosystems  

This unit is normally covered in Year 10. It comprises six topics: 

Cells and movement across membranes  

Respiration and the respiratory system in humans  

Digestion and the digestive system in humans  

Circulatory system in humans  

Plants and photosynthesis  

Ecosystems, nutrient cycles and human impact on the environment  

 

Unit 2: Variation, Homeostasis and Microorganisms  

This unit is normally covered in Year 11. It comprises eight topics: 

Classification and biodiversity  

Cell division and stem cells  

DNA and inheritance  

Variation and evolution  

Response and regulation  

Kidneys and homeostasis  

Micro-organisms and their applications  

Disease, defence and treatment  

 

Chemistry is the science of the material world. It is the basis of the production of metals, 

plastics and important chemicals such as ammonia and sulfuric acid. It's behind 

developments in medicines, paints, toothpastes and countless other products you'll find in 

your kitchen and bathroom. Today's chemists are working hard to address the global 

challenges facing modern society, for example, developing new battery technologies to 

improve the performance of electric vehicles so that we can reduce greenhouse emissions 

over the next decades. 
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Unit 1: Chemical Substances, Reactions and Essential Resources  

This unit is normally completed in Year 10. It comprises six topics: 

The nature of substances and chemical reactions  

Atomic structure and the Periodic Table  

Water  

The ever-changing Earth  

Rate of chemical change  

Limestone 

 

Unit 2: Chemical Bonding, Application of Chemical Reactions and Organic Chemistry  

This unit is normally covered in Year 11. It comprises six topics: 

Bonding, structure and properties  

Acids, bases and salts  

Metals and their extraction  

Chemical reactions and energy  

Crude oil, fuels and organic chemistry 

Reversible reactions, industrial processes and important chemicals  

 

GCSE Physics provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 

understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. Gaining a 

GCSE in this subject opens up a vast range of opportunities and will allow you to continue to 

A level in this subject.  

 

Unit 1: Electricity, Energy and Waves  

This unit is normally completed in Year 10. It comprises nine topics: 

Electric circuits  

Generating electricity  

Making use of energy  

Domestic electricity  

Features of waves  

The total internal reflection of waves  

Seismic waves  

Kinetic theory  

Electromagnetism  

 

Unit 2: Forces, Space and Radioactivity  

This unit is normally covered in Year 11. It comprises nine topics: 

Distance, speed and acceleration  

Newton's laws  

Work and energy  

Further motion concepts  

Stars and planets  

The Universe  

Types of radiation  

Half-life  

Nuclear decay and nuclear energy 
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How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

There are three units for each GCSE, all of which are marked by WJEC. 

The Unit 1 exams make up 45% of each qualification. These exams will be sat at the 

end of year 10. The exams can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  

The Unit 2 exams make up 45% of each qualification. These exams will be sat at the 

end of year 11. The exam can be sat at either foundation tier or at higher tier.  

The Unit 3 exams are scientific enquiry assessments which make up 10% of each 

qualification. They are usually completed during January or February of Year 11. 

These assessments are untiered.  

How can I use 

this course after 

Year 11? 

Careers in Biology include  jobs within the following fields: Medicine and 

healthcare, science and research, agriculture, sport and fitness and education.  

 

Careers in Chemistry include jobs within the following fields: Medicine and 

healthcare, science and research, pharmacy, the chemical industry, environmental 

science, engineering, law and accountancy. 

 

Careers in Physics  include jobs within the following fields: Medicine and 

healthcare, science and research, aerospace and defence, engineering, energy and 

renewable energy, meteorology and climate change, telecommunications and 

education.  

 

What else do I 

need to know? 

Examination Revision books: These are widely available on websites such as 

Amazon but do check with your science tutors before buying to ensure you have 

selected the correct one!  

 

Where can I get more information?   http://www.wjec.co.uk/ 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Lead Teacher Mrs M A Williams 

What is the 

course that I 

will be 

following? 

WJEC Religious Studies GCSE  
 

What kind of 

things will I 

study? 

  

This course offers learners the opportunity to engage with relevant, challenging 

ethical and moral dilemmas underpinned by a thorough understanding of core 

beliefs, teachings and practices from Christianity and Islam.  This course will enable 

learners to: 
●​ develop knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious beliefs, values, teachings, 

practices, and philosophical convictions  

●​ develop curiosity about the purpose of life  

●​ explore ways in which religious and non-religious ethical and philosophical convictions have 

influenced human experience and society 

●​ explore evidence from a range of religious and non-religious sources that engage with 

philosophical, ethical, and moral issues 

How will my 

work be 

assessed? 

●​ Learners studying GCSE RS will sit two external examinations.  Each 

examination will be 30% of the overall grade. There will also be two 

non-examined assessments worth 20% each. 

How can I 

use this 

course after 

Year 11? 

  

Religion, Values and Ethics is an academic humanities subject that is well received by 

universities and employers. You will develop skills such as: 
●​ Absorb and retain complex information and identify key issues 

●​ Investigate relevant topics such as abortion, euthanasia, war and peace 

●​ Express ideas clearly through essay writing and discussion 

●​ Use imagination and creativity 

●​ Develop a critical approach to contemporary issues and problem solving 

●​ Develop investigative, analytical and critical evaluation skills 

●​ Understand and take a sensitive approach to different cultures and beliefs 

●​ Show a real curiosity in people and world culture 

RS helps students understand ethics, justice, human rights and different viewpoints, which 
are important in legal careers such as a career in law and policing.  RS develops skills in 
debate, evaluation, and understanding social issues, which are vital in public service such as 
in teaching, lecturing and politics among many others. 

What else do 

I need to 

know? 

  

  

The RS course is designed to explore and examine issues that face all people living in the 21st 

Century. Key concerts running through the course include: worldview, ethics, good and evil, 

human rights, life after death, identity and belonging from religious and non-religious 

perspectives.  This course is designed to challenge pupils to formulate their own opinions. It’s 

a skills based course and learners will have the opportunity to develop transferable, essential 

and lifelong skills that employers are keen to see in young people. This course is accessible to 

all learners and the full range of grades are awarded. 
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        SOCIOLOGY 
Lead Teacher Miss E Rushworth 

What is the 
course that I will 
be following? 

GCSE WJEC Social Studies  
 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 

Ever wondered why society works the way it does?​
 In GCSE Social Studies you’ll explore real issues such as inequality, 

discrimination, identity and social change, helping you understand the 

challenges people face in society today. You will be studying a subject all 

about understanding the world we live in and the issues that affect people’s 

everyday lives. 

This course looks at real problems in society and asks big questions like: 

●​ Why do some people face discrimination? 

●​ Why does poverty exist? 

●​ How do communities change over time? 

●​ How can people stand up for what they believe in? 

It’s a subject where your opinions matters, and you’ll learn how to think 

critically about important issues happening around you. 

You will explore a range of interesting and relevant social issues, such as: 

●​ Identity and belonging – what shapes who we are 

●​ Equality and discrimination – why some groups are treated unfairly 

●​ Poverty and inequality – why opportunities aren’t always equal 

●​ Communities and culture – how different groups live together 

●​ Social action and activism – how people campaign and bring about 

change 

You will also develop skills such as researching real issues, analysing 

evidence, debating ideas, and understanding different viewpoints. 

 

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 

Your work will be assessed in two ways: 

Unit 1 (30%) – Examination Assessment: Short and extended answers 

reflecting contemporary social issues. 

Unit 2 (20%) – NEA Set by the WJEC 
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Unit 3 (30%) – Examination Assessment Short and extended answers, 

reflecting social change and social movements. 

Unit 4 (20%) – NEA Set by the WJEC 

This means you get the chance to carry out your own investigation into a 

topic that matters in society. 

How can I use 
this course after 
Year 11? 

This subject is a great starting point for many different careers and courses. It 

links well with A-levels such as Sociology, Psychology, Law, Politics and 

Geography. 

The skills you learn can lead to careers in areas like law, journalism, social 

work, teaching, policing, media, and community work. 

What else do I 
need to know? 

This subject is ideal if you: 

●​ are curious about why society works the way it does 

●​ enjoy discussing real-life issues 

●​ like sharing your opinions and hearing different viewpoints 

●​ want to develop skills that help you understand people and the world 

around you. 

If you want a subject that is relevant, thought-provoking and connected to 

real life, GCSE Social Studies is a great choice. 
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Qualifications Plus 
Lead Teacher 

T Bennett and S Ballett 

What is the 
course that I will 
be following? 

SWEET BTEC Level 1 and 2 qualification in Personal Growth and Wellbeing. 

Financial Education (LiFE Cert) Level 1 / Level 2 Certificate in Lessons Agored 

Cymru 

 

What kind of 
things will I 
study? 

For the SWEET qualification students can complete up to eight units, covering 

emotional, physical, social, financial, environmental, and personal development.  

Themes covered are as follows: 

 

●​ Emotional wellbeing:  Mental health, self-care and mindfulness The impact 

of social media on self-esteem  

●​ Social health and wellbeing: Healthy relationships, peer pressure and 

bullying Harassment, discrimination and hate crime  

●​ Sexual Health and wellbeing: Consent, safety, contraception, STIs and 

pregnancy LGBT+ issues and violence against women  

●​ Personal Identity: Our influences, attitudes, beliefs and values Empathy 

and respect for other people  

●​ Environmental awareness: Climate change, pollution, recycling and waste 

Local environmental issues and campaigns  

●​ Financial awareness: Savings, bills, budgeting and keeping money safe 

Understanding payslips, deductions and tax  

●​ Personal progression: Progression plans, goals and career advice Job 

applications, CVs and interview guidance 

 

For the LIFE qualification students develop the necessary skills to mamange their 

personal finances effectively. 

How will my 
work be 
assessed? 

Learners following the PGW/ SWEET qualification will need to complete 8 work 

books: these will be internally verified and checked by an external assessor. 

 

Learners completing the LIFE financial qualification will sit an online assessment at 

the end of each of the three units. 

How can I use 
this course after 
Year 11? 

Learners gain valuable skills in wellbeing, confidence and resilience which will 

benefit them in the next steps after year 11.  Life and employability skills are 

developed through the comprehensive resources provided by SWEET and LIFE. 

What else do I 
need to know? 

The course is designed to ensure learners have every opportunity to gain formal 
recognition of their skills and achievements through the build up of a portfolio. The 
qualification offers flexibility  and choice in learning which may suit some learners 
who would benefit from an alternative to formal exams.. 
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