
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please submit all entries via Google Classroom using the code 
ju4dx5o. All entries must be typed on a word document.  



Llantwit Wordsmiths 2020 

Writing Competition 

‘Freedom’ 

 
We know there are some budding writers out there. We also know that all of you absolutely 
love writing about something that you are interested in and not just for another 
assessment! Grab you laptop or your notebook, get comfortable and start jotting down 
ideas because the English department, at Llantwit Major School, is delighted to announce 
the Llantwit Wordsmiths Writing Competition.  

We are inviting all students to take part in this prestigious and exciting contest to show off 
their talented work. Do not worry – you do not all have to write a story! There is a huge 
range of writing types that you can use to submit your entries. The top entries will be 
selected by staff and published. Most importantly, we will have prizes for each key stage 
group.  

There will be prizes for the following: 

Key Stage 3: 

 

 

Key Stage 4:  

 

 

Key Stage 5: 

 

 

Overall Winner: 

 

In addition, we hope to hold a prize evening at some point in the next 
academic year and we will be publishing the best pieces of work either on the 
website or in a booklet. The theme that you we are using this year is 
‘freedom’. Therefore, all writing entries must include this theme.  

1st prize: £50 

Runner up: £25 

1st prize: £50 

Runner up: £25 

1st prize: £50 

Runner up: £25 

A prize of £75 plus, their name engraved on a plaque, which will be 
displayed in school. 



 

Writing Categories that you can submit: 

 

Writing Types: (Word limit KS3: 500 words, KS4: 750 words, KS5: 1000) 

Prose - Fiction 

 Short story  

 

Journalism - Non-fiction 

 News 

 Reviews 

 Travel 

 

Poetry 

 Acrostic poem 

 Shape poem 

 Haiku 

 Epic Poem 

 Free Verse 

 Sonnet 

 

Performed Speech 

 Play 

 Speech writing for an address 

 Film script 

 

 



What can you do to prepare for this? 
 

Firstly, join the google classroom with the code ju4dx5o. The English department will be 
sharing different examples of writing with you over the next few weeks.  

 

Have a look at the links below: 

 

A series of short films where leading writers share their secrets of creative writing 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-literature-ks3-how-to-write/z6p3jhv 

 

How to start a story 

https://thewritepractice.com/start-story/ 

 

Short story writing 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2yWPLdvFHrYgM7YYvzfF5XX/7-tips-and-
tricks-for-writing-a-spectacular-short-story 

 

10 of the Best Creative Writing Resources for Teaching Plot and Setting in KS3 English 

https://www.teachwire.net/news/the-best-creative-writing-resources-for-teaching-plot-
and-setting-in-ks3-english 

 

Dan Harmon’s story circle 

https://blog.reedsy.com/dan-harmon-story-circle/ 

 

National Theatre Playwright Series: Dialogue (there is actually a short series of these) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xx7bfcE9U0 

 

National Theatre Playwright Series: Character 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGRyP3p-YPI 

 



Playwright basics guide 

https://www.playwriting101.com/ 

 

Journalism (good task at the end that challenges you to change paragraph into newspaper 
suitable English). 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/sep/25/writing.journalism.news 

 

8 tips on journalistic writing 

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-like-a-journalist#8-tips-for-how-to-
write-like-a-journalist 

 

Poetry Writing Hacks: 10 Tips on How to Write a Poem 

https://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative1/poetry-writing-tips-how-to-write-a-poem/ 

 

Ted Talks: Everything you need to write a poem (and how it can save a life) | Daniel Tysdal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0BUYzMypi8 

 

11 Rules for Writing Good Poetry 

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-poetry#11-rules-for-writing-good-
poetry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The theme: 
 

First, you want to explore what ‘freedom’ means to you. Mind map or bullet point some 
ideas to help you get started.  


