YOUTH PACT
Meeting held at Llantwit Major Comprehensive School

Wednesday 5th May 2010.

MINUTES

Facilitators:
Nadia Stanton



PC Meriel Blake



PCSO Woodman


PC Malone


Mr Francis (teacher)


Mr Streeter (Vale Youth Forum Coordinator)
Attendees:
Calum Mc


Derry Heap



Tehina



Bethany Menson



Becca Davies



Jo Bridger



Matt Robinson



Chloe Jenkins



Cressida Leonard



Louise Knight



Nikita Denner



Lauren Connor

	The meeting opened at 11:10 and all present identified themselves.

The priorities from the March Youth Park were discussed, namely, the Park and respect in the community.

An update regarding the Park – The concerns last time were graffiti and damage to the equipment, also increased litter, lack of lighting and the age group of those using the park.

The Town Council have been spoken to regarding the lighting and there is a budget in place for it and they are looking at quotes to be put in place in the next year or so.

With reference to the age group, PCSO Woodman spoke to the Mayor and he stated that the park is for all ages.  The equipment is for all, depending on their challenge, therefore signs would not be applicable.  It is for the adults of young children to supervise the use of each item.

The graffiti issue will be dealt with in a meeting about a “wall”.  Money is obviously an issue with regards to building materials and staff time, however, there is a section already there that the Mayor will consider for use as a graffiti wall.

It has been agreed that another litter bin can be put in place and suggestions from the children requested for its location.

Some of the pupils made suggestions during the meeting but PCSO Woodman suggested they look over the next couple of days to see where in the park would be suitable and bring it back to the table during the next meeting.

A concern was raised that children are put off using the park as there are a large number of teenagers there, and would CCTV be an option.

CCTV was negated due to cost and practicality.

A letter from the Mayor was passed around the room.  The letter thanked the Youth Pact for its interest in community issues.

A copy of the letter was requested to show it to other pupils, this was agreed.

An update regarding the respect for youth issue.  PCSO Woodman has contacted the Chamber of Trade who have been in touch with the landlord of the empty shop to see if it could be used as a display for the children’s work.  So far they have been unable to contact the owner but will keep trying.

Mr Francis stated the next Newsletter will be in about 8 weeks.

PCSO Woodman stated the equipment at Windmill playing fields have been repaired, but the lighting is a problem due to money.  The skate park lighting is being sorted out.

Nadia Stanton stated they are looking to put a timer on the lighting sooner rather than later.

The pupils outlined their concern when walking in the evenings around some of the lanes, black bridge and windmill, due to intimidation from teenagers and people hanging around there.  They states they were not necessarily doing anything wrong, but they were intimidating.  The pupils asked if those areas could be patrolled.

The Police stated there was always Police presence in those areas but the matter will be brought to the attention of the local officers.
A suggestion from Nadia Stanton that a group of them, together with Nadia, walk around the area and look at the hotspots to give to the police.  
Mr Francis confirmed the walk around the sites to see the weak points, make note of the lighting and other problems that are brought to note.

Mr Streeter stated that CCTV is very expensive and that the likelihood of obtaining a system for Llantwit Major is unlikely.  He suggested other options such as cutting hedges, and other such things that will not cost money but improve access and lighting.

PCSO Woodman summarised the meeting:  The two priorities are 1) respect for youths and (2) Project with Nadia to identify hotspots.

End of meeting
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