LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL
SEX EDUCATION POLICY
1. OPENING STATEMENT

1.1 As a result of the 1986 Education Act it is a legal requirement that all schools in England and Wales produce a School Policy for Sex and Relationships Education which is made available to parents.  This document represents the Sex and Relationships Education Policy for Llantwit Major School.  It is written in line with guidance offered in Welsh Office circular 45/94 and follows the Welsh Assembly guidance published in July 2002.

1.2 Parents/Guardians have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) except where this forms part of the National Curriculum.  

2. AIMS
2.1 To support and help all pupils through their physical, emotional, oral and spiritual development by the implementation of the policy in the school Personal, Social and Careers Education Programme.
2.2 To inform all parties of the statutory requirements placed upon them.
2.3 To enable pupils to understand the importance of stable loving personal relationships, respect, love, care and the building of successful relationships with friendship groups and the wider community.
3. OBJECTIVES
3.1 To help young people to make responsible and well informed decisions about their lives.
3.2 To help pupils learn to respect themselves and others and to move with confidence from childhood through adolescence into adulthood.

3.3 To prepare pupils for the opportunities and experiences of adult life.

3.4 To prepare pupils to develop considered attitudes, values and skills which influence the way they behave.

3.5 To enable pupils to gain knowledge and awareness of sex, sexuality and sexual health and to be aware of the benefits of delaying sexual activity.

4. IMPLEMENTATION
In the school PSE programme there are given areas of study:

· Sex and Relationships Education

· Health

· Skills

· Community

· Careers

The co-ordinator of the PSE programme is responsible for its planning and delivery and is directly responsible to an Assistant Headteacher.  The team of teachers will regularly review and evaluate their work.  Pupil Evaluation Sheets will also be used for feedback.  Senior staff assess teaching and learning.
It is essential that in Llantwit Major School the pupils develop confidence in talking, listening and thinking about sex and relationships.  There are a number of teaching strategies that teachers have been encouraged to use including:
Establishing ‘ground rules’ with their pupils

Using ‘distancing techniques – role play, case studies

Knowing how to deal with unexpected questions or comments from pupils

Using discussion and project learning methods and appropriate materials 
Encouraging reflection

Using visitors from outside agencies and services

(See Appendix for programme details)

5. SEXUAL IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION
Specific Issues
The following issues may occur as part of education.  Staff, parents and pupils need to understand the School’s procedures.

a. Confidentiality and advice
Pupils will be made aware that some information cannot be confidential, and made to understand that if certain disclosures are made certain actions will ensue.  At the same time pupils will be offered sensitive and appropriate support.  The following procedures will be adhered to by all adults:

i) Disclosure or suspicion of possible abuse – 

The School’s Child Protection procedures will be invoked.  (see relevant policy)

ii) Disclosure of pregnancy or advice on contraception.  It is hoped that the following procedure will ensure that pupils who are in difficulty know that they can talk to an adult in the School and that they will be supported.

Professional information and guidance will always be sought from a health professional.

The School will always encourage pupils to talk with their parents.
b. Family life
The value of family life is an important aspect, which will be approached largely through a consideration of the qualities and relationships between the group of people, with an emphasis on stability, respect, caring and support.
c. As part of the sex education programme issues of contraception, HIV/AIDS, sexuality, and abortion are addressed.  Facts are presented in an objective and balanced way, with pupils being encouraged to consider attitudes and values.  They will be made aware of the difference between fact, opinion and religious belief.

d. Complaints procedure

Any complaint about the sex education curriculum should be made to the Headteacher.

e. Parental partnership

Under the Education Act 1993 parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Sex Education programme.  Parents wishing to exercise that right are asked to make an appointment to meet the PSE coordinator to discuss the issues, they are under no obligation to do so.  Once a child has been withdrawn he/she cannot take part in later sex education without parental approval - (Except for N.C. Science).
6. MONITORING AND REVIEW

a. Sex education will be monitored by the Assistant Headteacher who line manages PSE, Mrs Greville, and the PSE co-ordinator.

b. An annual report will be made to Governors and a summary included in their annual report to parents.  The full policy will be made available on request to all parents when their child enters the School.
7. DISSEMINATION OF THE POLICY
The full policy is available on request to parents, the LEA, and ESTYN through the Headteacher and PSE Co-ordinator.

8. OTHER POLICIES WHICH HAVE RELEVANCE TO SEX EDUCATION ARE:
1. Equal opportunities

2. Discipline Policy
3. Child protection

4. Substance Misuse
