GCSE

Religious Studies

Revision Notes

Short Course

Topics

Unit 1 = Relationships

(Love, Marriage & Divorce)

Unit 2 = Is it Fair?

 (Justice & Equality)

Unit 3 = Looking for Meaning

 (God, Life & Death)

Unit 4 = Identity & Belonging

 (Choice, Identity & Initiation Ceremonies)

Unit 5 = Our World

  (Creation, Stewardship)

Religions & Denominations

You have studied:

Christianity 

(Roman Catholics/Anglicans)

Islam

(Muslims)

 Buddhism

(Buddhists)

     Make sure when discussing Christian Teachings, you state which denomination (group of Christians) you are talking about, e.g. Roman Catholics or Anglicans(Church of England).  They often have very different teachings and opinions.

Unit 1 = Relationships
(Christianity & Islam)

Key Concepts (Must Learn)
Commitment

      To be dedicated towards someone or something (by choice).  Making and keeping a promise (e.g. wedding vows),or an obligation.

Responsibilities

      Duties you should carry out.  E.g. what you are expected to take care of, your liabilities and obligations.  Parents are to care for, look after, protect and educate their children.

Reconciliation

      Restore a relationship that has broken down, or to settle a quarrel or argument.  

Conflict (within a relationship)

      A serious disagreement or argument, between people/ family members/neighbours etc…  A clash of opinions. E.g. parents and children’s interests sometimes conflict.

Love
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AGAPE

Unconditional Love, given freely

And unreservedly.

“Love thy neighbour”

e.g. helping someone even if you dislike or

Don’t know them.  Giving to charity.

STORGE

Affection for things and animals.

Sometimes described as ‘sentimental

Love’.  E.g.  I love my red coat, I love

Playing football etc…

PHILOS

Love of family and friends.  A strong bond between people.

EROS

Sexual love; physical love between two people.  For Christians and Muslims sex should take place within a marriage between husband and wife only.
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In order for relationships (Love & family & marriage) to work, Christians and Muslims believe that the following values and responsibilities are very important:

·  PATIENCE
· TRUST

· CONSIDERATION

· HONESTY

· CARE

· LOVE

· RESPECT

· DIGNITY

· FAIRNESS

· LISTENING

· COMMUNICATION

· UNSELFISHNESS

· COMMITMENT

· UNDERSTANDING

· EMPATHY
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Marriage
What is Marriage?
Marriage is a legal agreement, made before witnesses, between a man and a woman who wish to live together as husband and wife.

Marriage should be a permanent relationship with both partners making total commitment to each other.

Through marriage two families join together, not just the couple getting married.

In Britain you are only allowed to be married to one person at any one time. (Monogamy)

Christians believe in monogamous relationships.

Where does a marriage take place?
    People can get married either in a registry office (a civil ceremony), or in a place of Worship (a religious ceremony).

a. Registry Office: A legal agreement only.  Not allowed to be religious in any way.

b. Place of Worship: A legal agreement and blessed by God.

What happens in a marriage ceremony? 
The couple getting married will:

· Confirm that they want to get married. (not being forced).

· Confirm that they understand what marriage is and the commitment they are making to each other.

· Say vows (solemn promises) to each other.

· Exchange rings (a sign that the marriage is for life).

· Sign the register.  (This makes the marriage legal).

· Kiss.

· Leave as husband and wife.
Banns

The Banns announce the couple’s intent to marry.

They are put up outside the registry office/Church, three consecutive weeks before the wedding day for people in the community to see.

Banns are placed in the town where you live and in the town you were born (if different).

Banns are put up for people to come forward if they have concerns about the marriage.  E.g. if the couple are brother and sister (without knowing), the wedding can be stopped, but evidence must be given.

Why do people get married?

· To share their lives together forever.

· Bring up children in a secure environment.

· Commit themselves to the person they love for eternity.

· To control and direct their sexual instincts.

· Have friendship and companionship through life.

P = Procreation – men and women were created to have children.

U = Union – A loving partnership of living together.

R = Rearing Children – Channel for nurture and security.

P = Pattern for society – Family unit of mutual support.

O = One Flesh – Sexual intimacy as an expression of love.

S = Sacred – Blessed by God.

E = Endless – Lifelong, faithful relationship.

Vows
I (Name) take you (Name)

To be my lawful wedded (husband/wife)
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To have and to hold

From this day forward

For better for worse

For richer for poorer

In sickness and in health

To love and to cherish

 ‘til death us do part

This I give you my troth (promise).
What are vows?
For Christians the vows are the most important part of the wedding service because they are the promises that a couple make to each other in the eyes of God.  Therefore they are promises that should never be broken.  The vows are to be taken seriously and they are not always easy to keep.  Therefore, marriage will sometimes have to be worked at.

What are the Christian views about marriage?

Christians choose for themselves who they want to marry.  (a love marriage).

    You do not have to be a Christian to be happily married, but there is something special about a Christian marriage.  A Christian couple believe that God has brought them together, united them in love for one and other which will continue for the rest of their married lives.

Roman Catholics and Anglicans see marriage as a sacrament.  This means that the couple are spiritually joined together in the eyes of God.

Islam
What is the Muslim view about Marriage?

Family life is very important to Muslims.  Therefore all Muslims are expected to marry.

Islam teaches that marriage is a lifelong commitment and is equally desirable for men and for women.

In all Muslim marriages, parents are expected to have a role in choosing their child’s partner (arranged marriage).  However, as marriage is a contract between individuals, both partners must agree to the match.  Muslims are not allowed to arrange a marriage for anybody against their will.

What happens at a Muslim Wedding?

Muslims must have a wedding ceremony which is:

a. Religious (with the intention of being witnessed by Allah).

AND

b. Public (in the sight of members of the ummah – brotherhood of  

other Muslims).
· The marriage is announced.

· A NIKAH (contract) is drawn up.

    The ceremony which means the couple are married under Islamic Law.  This may take place anywhere as long as there are witnesses, (the bride’s guardian plus two others) but it usually takes place in a home or in the Mosque. (the bride does not have to be present).

· A MAHR (marriage gift/dowry) is given to the bride by her husband.  This is usually a payment of an agreed sum of money which the bride has complete ownership and control over.

· Recitation of verses from the Qur’an – surahs.

· Exchange of vows.
· Signing of the contract.

N/B – To make a Muslim wedding legal in Britain, the couple must also have a civil ceremony in a registry office.

A Muslim man’s duties towards his wife:
· He has to give a MAHR to the bride.  (see previous page).

· He must provide for the financial needs of his family.  Men are seen as the ‘protectors and maintainers’ of women.

· He must treat his wife and children fairly.

· He man must be faithful; not involved in sex outside marriage.

· A man may marry up to four wives, provided the first wife agrees and that he can treat them all equally.  In Britain only the first wife will be recognised as his spouse by law.  Men usually take more than one wife if his first wife(s) is found to be infertile. 
A Muslim woman’s duties to her husband:
· She must protect her husband’s property in his absence.

· She must be faithful; not involved in sex outside marriage.

· She must dress modestly and cover herself when in the presence of people outside the family or when she goes out of the home.

· She must ensure the home is well managed and that the children are brought up well, even if she works.

· She must obey her husband, as long as he does not ask her to break the law of Allah.

· A Muslim woman is only allowed one husband at any one time.

Sex

Key Words:

· Celibacy = Deciding never to have a sexual relationship.

· Chastity = Not having sexual intercourse until after marriage. (remain a virgin until married).

· Fidelity = Keeping oneself sexually loyal to one partner.

· Promiscuity = Having many sexual relationships.

· Pre -marital sex = Having sex before you are married.

· Extra-marital sex= 
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Christian views about Sex
Christians see sex as a natural part of life.  It is a gift from God, a joy to humanity.

The sex drive is very strong, and so needs to be checked or controlled.  E.g. should be within a marriage, between a husband and wife only.

Sex outside of marriage is not acceptable to most Christians.

For Roman Catholics, the purpose of sex is for Procreation only – having children.

Anglicans, also believe that the main purpose of sex is for children, but they also understand that sex can bring a couple closer together both physically and spiritually, and understand that it is better for a couple to have sex when the urge is strong rather that go looking for sex outside of the marriage. 

Muslim views about Sex
Islam teaches that sex is a natural part of human life and a gift from Allah.

Sex satisfies physical needs and emotional needs which leads to inner peace and avoids extremes of behaviour.

Since the sex drive is so strong, all Muslims should marry.  There is no reward for celibacy.  Muslims should marry and they should have sex to produce children, to gain physical satisfaction and to build a relationship of love and kindness between husband and wife.

Sex must be part of Marriage.  No one should have sex unless they are married.
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Contraception 
Various methods by which a couple can avoid an unwanted pregnancy.

Natural Contraception
· Abstinence = NO sex.

· Rhythm Method = Work out when the woman is ovulating, and avoid having sex during this time.

· Withdrawal Method = The man removes his penis from the vagina before ejaculation.

Artificial Contraception (man made)

· Condom

· Female condom 

· Pill

· Cap & Diaphragm

· Sponge

· Morning after pill

· Coil
Why is contraception used? 

A family may already be large enough.
A couple may decide not to have children.

It helps people to plan their future.

It enables a couple to enjoy sex without worrying about pregnancy.

In the case of pre-marital sex, it can prevent unwanted pregnancy
It helps control the population
To reduce some sexually transmitted diseases.

The abortion rate could decrease.

The Roman Catholic Church.
   Traditionally Roman Catholics believed that the purpose of sex was for procreation only (having children).  It was up to God how many children a couple had.  All forms of contraception was interfering with God’s plan and therefore not allowed.
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    Today Roman Catholics still believe that the main purpose of sex in for procreation, but they also understand that sexual intercourse is a healthy part of married life, and should be enjoyed without the fear of having an unwanted pregnancy that the couple can not afford.   For this reason, Roman Catholics will now accept natural forms of Contraception.  They will not and do not accept any forms of artificial contraception.

The Church of England
Anglicans believe that sex within marriage is to be celebrated, and so allow most forms of contraceptives, provided both partners in the marriage agree.(quality of life is important).

Anglicans do not allow non-preventative forms of contraception such as the coil and the morning after pill.  All forms of contraception  used must prevent conception from taking place.

Although the Church of England accepts most forms of contraception, for Anglicans, the main purpose of sex is still procreation, so not using contraception is preferred.

Islam 
Muslims believe that sexual intercourse should strengthen the bond between husband and wife, and should therefore be celebrated.

Ideally, procreation should be the main purpose of sex, however Muslims understand that this is not always possible.

Muslims do agree with most forms of contraception, but they do not agree with the coil or morning after pill, because these forms of contraception do not prevent pregnancy from taking place.

Muslims prefer non reversible forms of contraception, so don’t really accept vasectomy or sterilisation unless it is for medical reasons. 

Muslims believe that people should be married and have children. However, Islam generally accepts contraception, especially:

· If the mother’s health would be put at risk by becoming pregnant

· If there is a chance that a child could be born mentally or physically disabled

· If the family cannot afford to bring up a child 
· Muhammad did not forbid the use of contraception

· Muslim couples cannot use contraception without the consent of the wife

· Some Muslims are opposed to contraception, saying Allah has a plan for everyone so it is wrong to interfere to prevent the birth of a child.
Divorce
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Unfortunately, life isnt perfect and things dont always work out the way we had planned. 
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It is very common for people who were once in love to go from this............. 
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To This.......... 
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To this... 
And eventually to this..... 
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KEY WORDS

DIVORCE

ANNULLMENT

The Roman Catholic Church
Roman Catholics believe that marriage is for life as stated in the marriage vows ‘’til death us do part’.  Therefore divorce is forbidden for Roman Catholics.  It is seen as adultery.

The couple can still have a legal divorce, but if this happens, the couple will not be welcomed back to the church and will not be able to take part in Holy Communion/Mass.

The church community will offer marriage guidance and councilling for the couple.  They will also pray and encourage the couple to remember why they first got married.

An Annulment will be accepted if the marriage was forced, or entered into for the wrong reasons.  No sex must have taken place.

Remarriage after divorce is not allowed for Roman Catholics, only after the death of a partner.

The Church of England
Anglicans generally frown upon divorce.  They see marriage as a life long union, for better or worse, richer or poorer, in sickness and in health etc.. as stated in the marriage vows.

They do however understand that sometimes divorce is necessary, especially if one partner is very violent.  In extreme cases, divorce will be accepted, however, it will be the last resort, especially if there are children in the family.

The church will offer marriage guidance and support.  Prayers will also be said.

Remarriage in a church after divorce is sometimes allowed, but it depends on why the divorce took place.  If there was a good reason for divorce e.g. abuse, then the decision to remarry you lies with the vicar or priest.

The main problems Christians have with remarriage after divorce is that the vows have already been broken, so how do you know you will keep them for the second time?

Islam

Muslims believe that marriage should last until the death of one of the partners.  Muslims value family life very highly.  An important principle in the divorce process is that the marriage should be saved if possible.

A divorce under Islamic law is not considered sufficient in British Civil Law, and people must get a legal document which finalises the divorce.

This is called a decree absolute.

Men divorcing women

A man has to declare that he wants to divorce his wife in front of witnesses on three separate occassions. (TALAQ) 

There is then a 3 month wait, just in case the woman is pregnant, or in case the couple decide to get back together after a time of reflection.  This is called the IDDAH.

If no sex or reconciliation has taken place during the IDDAH then according to Islamic law the couple are now divorced.

In Islam, when a man initiates a divorce he ought to guarantee a woman’s rights and dignity.  He must return any dowry and make sure her financial obligations are met.  The honour of both parties must be maintained and good relations kept with the children.  The father is also responsible for any children.

Women divorcing men
Divorce by talaq is the right of the husband, although a woman can ask for the right to divorce in this way by having it written in her marriage contract.  Otherwise a woman who wants a divorce can ask for divorce by KHUL, which means she can have her case presented to the Islamic court.  After divorce by KHUL, both parties are free to remarry.

Circumstances in which a woman might seek divorce
· Adultery

· Desertion (Man has left her for a long period of time with no contact)

· Lack of companionship or marital relations without good cause for over 4 months.

· Lack of maintenance from her husband

· Harm by her husband

· Insults to herself or her parents

· Breaking any other part of the NIKAH (marriage contract).

If a woman asks for divorce and the man is innocent of any fault, she has to agree to give back the MAHR (marriage gift/dowry) if the husband asks for it.  However, if the man had behaved badly towards his wife, the judge may decide that the man is not entitled to anything.

Adultery

· It destroys the idea that sex is exclusively between husband and wife.

· It is forbidden in the 10 commandments /Qur’an and teachings of Jesus/Muhammad.

· It is harmful to a marriage.

· It is not a secure relationship for any children to be born as a result.

· Could result in a partner feeling cheated, betrayed or rejected.

· It is wrong because God/Allah is involved in the marriage.

· Can be harmful to society/Ummah/ your children & extended family.

· Seen as a form of theft of the worst possible sort.
