
Unit 4 Authority – Religion & State 
Christianity & Islam 
 
Key concepts 
 
Laws 

• Rules and agreed limits to behaviour and action 
• Written statements that define acceptable behaviour 
• Duties and expectations of people and communities 

 
Community 

• A company or fellowship of people 
• A group of people who have something in common 
• A religious ‘family’ or group 

 
Duty 

Something a person is expected to do or be because: 
• It is the law or part of a contract 
• Of conscience or religious beliefs 
• It is the accepted pattern of behaviour or action 
• It is expected as a result of one’s job or responsibility 

 
Conscience 

• An inner voice that keeps a person on the right track 
• The way a person knows right from wrong 
• An innate moral sense that guides actions and responses 
• Something that helps a person choose right and avoid wrong. 

 
 
Human Rights 

• The things a person should expect to be able to have or do. 
• What has been agreed that everyone should be given 
• Something to which a person is entitled because they are human. 

 



Justice 
• Fairness 
• Where everyone has equal provisions and opportunity 
• Honest actions 
• Freedom from oppression 
• Where human rights are observed 
• When people treat each other without discrimination or 

prejudice. 
 
 
Laws and Rules 
  
Laws 
Laws are made by the government, in the Houses of Parliament, and 
are enforced by the police and Law Courts. 
Some laws are made by local councils, and these too are enforced by 
the police and lwa courts. 
 
Rules 
Rules on the otherhand are agreements about how something is done 
or the actions that are allowed in a certain place or activity.  E.g. 
sporting games, school.  They are important so that everyone knows 
what can or cannot be done.   
There are also rules about belonging to a certain group (cubs), a 
certain place (library), or a piece of equipment (hired machinery). 
 
Breaking laws and rules usually result in some sort of penalty, which 
could be a fine, community service, being sent off from a game or 
being banned.  It could also be a prison sentence, depending on the 
crime. 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 



 
What about Religious Laws? 
 
When people belong to a religious community they also have special or 
sacred laws/duties which they follow.  These often come from sacred 
or holy books of teachings that the whole community is expected to 
follow.  They are seen as the ultimate form of authority as they are 
believed to come either from God directly, or through is inspiration, 
or because they have deep roots in the history and tradition of the 
faith.  
 
That means that they are not options to follow, but have a deeper 
basis, which puts a stronger requirement or sense of duty and 
responsibility on the part of the believer.  For this reason, these act 
as an authority which people will often consult for guidance, for 
inspiration, for challenge and for comfort.  Many people will consult 
their sacred texts when they are facing an issue or dilemma. 



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 



What about Capital Punishment? 
 
Christians 
Generally, most Christians do not agree with capital punishment. 
*They try to follow the commandment ‘Thou shalt not Kill’. 
*They believe that all life is sacred 
*They try to show compassion not revenge, like Jesus. 
 
Muslims 
Two crimes are seen as serious enough for execution (capital 
punishment).  They are: 

• Murder 
• Openly attacking Islam 

 
There are no other reasons which permit Capital punishment. 

 
What happens when Secular and Religions meet? 
 
The term ‘secular’ means something that is not religious. 
Most governments are secular, and many laws of the land are secular. 
 
In some countries there is a partnership between the church or main 
religious group and the state authorities.  For example, in Britain, the 
Church of England is the ‘established church’ and as such has a right 
to speak and vote in matters of government, and the queen is the 
head of the Church.  This also means that people have a right to 
ceremonies. 
E.g. 
Christian Religious wedding ceremonies are recognised by the state 
as legal. 
Christian Burial Services. 
 
 
 



Islam 
 
Some countries are called ‘Islamic states’, as they exercise the 
Shariah laws – here the religious laws are the laws of the state, and 
apply to everyone, regardless of their religion.  E.g. holiday makers.  
Shariah means ‘straight path’ and gives both rules and punishments.  
It is based on the Qur’an and Sunnah, and it is believe to be relevant 
for all time. 
 
Sometimes there are times when secular laws have been wrong.  E.g. 
when basic human rights are not met. 
Sometimes secular laws and religious laws conflict and then it is left 
to the individual who has to think through their conscience and make 
a decision. 
 
Often religious leaders have been in the front line campaigning for 
those who do not have the basic human rights, or who face serious 
discrimination and prejudice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


