Short Course Past Paper Questions.               Topic 1: Relationships

Please see below examples of past paper questions.

It is important that you note which type of question it is.  E.G. a,b.c,d or e..  Each type of question follows a certain format.  See GCSE ‘Helpful Hints’ sheet to help you.

The  (a) questions

These are the KEY CONCEPTS.  The easiest way to answer these questions is to learn the definitions you have been given.


1a. Explain what religious believers mean by “Commitment” within a family (2)

2a Explain what a religious believer means by “commitment within a marriage” (2)

3a Explain what religious believers mean by “Chastity” (2)

4a Explain what religious believers mean by ‘conflict’ within a marriage (2)

5a Explain what religious believers mean by “love” (2)

6a Explain what a religious believer means by “reconciliation” (2)

7a Explain what a religious believer means by “responsibilities” within a family (2)






The (b) questions

Here you are asked to look at the way a religious person might behave and reasons for this behaviour

1b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person to remain chaste until married. (4)

2b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person to marry rather than cohabit (4)

3b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a married couple to reconcile their differences rather than have a divorce (4)

4b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a couple using contraception (4)

5b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person considering pre-marital sex (4)

6b Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person considering extra-marital sex (4)

7b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence a couple who want a same sex marriage (4)

8b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person about promiscuity (4)

9b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence a person who wants to remain celibate (4)

10b.  Explain how having a religious faith might influence a couple who want to have children (4)

11b.  Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone who wants to get married in a place of worship (4)

12b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone’s attitude about homosexuality. (4)

13b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone’s attitude about contraception. (4)

14b Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone’s attitude about arranged marriage. (4)

15b  Explain how having a religious faith might influence someone’s attitude adultery (4)


The (C) questions

The c question usually starts with a statement.
                                                                       
Here you are asked to look at religious teachings and apply them to a real situation.                                    

1c “sex before marriage harms no one”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

2c “Remarriage in a place of worship after divorce should never be allowed”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4)

3c.”You should only be allowed to marry in a place of worship if you worship there each week”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4)

4c “Same sex couples should not be allowed to marry in a place of worship”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement.

5c“The purpose of sex is for pro creation only, therefore contraception is wrong; God should decide who has children”
Give two reasons why a religious believer may agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

6c”People should only get married if they are in love with each other”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement.


7c “A marriage ends when the love between the couple ends”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

8c “Wedding vows are old fashioned, out of date and meaningless in today’s society”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4)

9c “It’s not sex that matters in a relationship, it’s commitment”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4)

10c “Family life is out of date”
Give two reasons why a religious believer would agree or disagree with this statement (4)

11c”Christian wedding promises are too unrealistic”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

12c “Marriage is out of date; cohabitation is the way forward for future generations”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

13c “A promise is a promise; divorce should never happen”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4)

14c “Love is what matters; not sexuality”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)

15c“Faithfulness is outdated in a modern relationship”
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement. (4)


The (d) Question

The d question always asks about religious teachings
                                                                       
Here you are asked to look at two different religious teachings about the same issue.                                  

1d  Explain from two different religious traditions the purpose of marriage. (6)

2d  Explain from two different religious traditions the most important features of a marriage ceremony (6)

3d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about sex (6)

4d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about contraception (6)

5d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about homosexuality (6)

6d  Explain from two different religious traditions their attitudes about divorce (6)

7d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about extra marital sex and adultery (6)

8d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about reconciliation within a marriage (6)

9d  Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about remarriage after a divorce (6)

10d Explain from two different religious traditions the purpose and responsibilities of family life. (6)

11d Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about monogamy. (6)

12d Explain from two different religious traditions the role of men and women within a marriage. (6)

13d Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about caring for the elderly (6)

14d Explain from two different religious traditions their attitude about homosexual marriage (6)


The (e) question

1e. “If you really love somebody, you wouldn’t wait for marriage before having sex”

 Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

2e “Contraception is wrong, God should decide who has children”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

3e “One night stands hurt no one”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

4e “Chastity is old fashioned and out of date”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)






5e “Polygamous marriages are wrong”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

6e “Families just get in the way, there is no real purpose to them”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

7e “Family life is a two way responsibility”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)


8e “Homosexual couples have the right to become parents if they want to”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)






9e “weddings have no meaning in today’s society, they are just ways of showing off how much money you have”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

10e “If you fall out of love, it is OK to have an affair with someone else”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

11e “Couples who have arranged marriages only stay together for fear of upsetting their family and religious community”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

12e “All old people should be put into care homes so that they do not become burdens on their families”

Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than one point of view.  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer (8)

Please note, many of the statements used in the C questions could be used for the E questions as well.  It would be your job to make sure you adapt your responses accordingly.
